Miscellaneous Remarks about the Aesthetic
1. Aesthetic response can be negative

If you look at something in a detached way simply for its form or appearance, you can reach either a positive or a negative verdict. Examples:
The Toyota Prius is good for the environment, but I find its shape too boxy and ugly.

That dancer was too muscular to play the part of a swan.

This potato peeler is more sleek and shiny than that one (although both might work fine.)

This teapot is short and squat, that one is elegant and graceful.

That horse looks common, but this one looks refined.

Poodles look frou-frou and greyhounds look elegant.

Cowboy boots are friendly and motorcycle boots are sexy.

The singer was off key.

The cellos were out of synch with the rest of the orchestra.

2. The aesthetic is not the same as the beautiful.

Explanation: all the above negative terms are also aesthetic. The aesthetic includes more than just the term “beautiful.” It also includes sublime, elegant, sleek, graceful, etc. For Kant, the aesthetic included the dimension he called the sublime.

3. Defining the aesthetic is not the same thing as defining art.

Commentary: For some people, it IS. But most people would not agree, because for most people, the aesthetic includes things that are not works of art, such as things in nature like a sunset or a hummingbird.  Furthermore, some artworks aren’t especially aesthetic especially in very recent years.

4. Sometimes things that would normally count as negative aesthetic features can be virtues in an artwork (or other item).

Examples:  

That film expressed the feeling of war by being chaotic and disorganized.

The music was powerful because it was very shrieking and conveyed what Hiroshima was like.

This sculpture is unbalanced, but that makes it intriguing.

The work of modern dancer Pina Bausch is deliberately clumsy and earthbound. (since modern dance emphasizes gravity).

The movie was even more suspenseful because the pacing was really really slow.

The work was disgusting but made me think about life and death, so it was powerful. (as with Hirst, Nitsch, Serrano, etc.).

Charles Ives’ music about America includes sounds from different parade bands, which makes it both cacophonous and evocative.
This perfume has a cotton candy sweetness that is somehow very appealing.

The colors of the houses are very garish but seem right for that sunny environment.

