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MEMORANDUM

To: CLASS Curriculum Committee

From: Thomas Behr

Date: 8/5/11 (amended 12/3/11)

Re: “Practicum” requirement for B.A. in Liberal Studies

The Practicum requirement for the B.A. in Liberal Studies will be the finishing .
touch of the Liberal Studies degree program that I have been phasing in over the -
Jast year and one-halfl. Jt will add a practical dimension, with a range of ways of

satisfying the requirement, that will make the B.A. in Liberal Studies a powerful

undergraduate degree for a range of ulterior pursuits, in graduate or professional

school and the workplace, in the private, public, and non-profit sectors.

The Practicum may be satisfied either by a) an approved UH credit-bearing, study-
abroad program, b} an approved UH credit-bearing internship program or public
service project, or ¢) an approved UH credit-bearing research project (e.g. Honors
thesis). There will be a number of pre-approved offerings in each category, based
on existing programs on campus on the Liberal Studies website.

Note that our experience in Liberal Studies degree planning is that incoming
students typically have 3 to 5 elective courses remaining after all their other,
including language, requirements due to overlap with various minor requirements
and core requirements. Furthermore, the new Practicum requirement
would/should almost necessarily go towards the fulfillment of one of the student’s
minor requirements. Therefore we do not anticipate undue pressure on the 120
credit hour threshold, even for transfer students.

See Attachment | for proposed catalogue language changes, highlighted in
boldface.

Respectfully,

Thomas Behr
Director of Liberal Studies



Appendix One

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies

Director: Thomas Behr

The Bachelor of Arts with a Major in Liberal Studies offers a
broadly interdisciplinary liberal arts program that may be tailored
to match a wide variety of educational and professional goals of
students. In addition to fulfilling Core, College and University
requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree, students majoring in
Liberal Studies must satisfy the following:

4.

All requirements for a Minor in each of three different fields
within the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences: two of
the three Minors must be from programs that also offer a
Major, and one of the three Minors may be from outside the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Minors outside of
C.L.AS.S. that can count toward the Liberal Studies Major
include the Global Business Minor from Bauer College of
Business, with other such Minors to be considered upon
approval by the Director of Liberal Studies and the Office of
the Dean of C.I.A.S.S. Since the program is interdisciplinary
in nature, students majoring in Liberal Studies will not have
to fulfill the College requirement for an additional 9 hours
across three fields outside of their Major.

File degree plans for each of the three Minors, complete the
15 or 18 credit hours and all other requirements for each of
the chosen Minors, including grade point averages, for a total
of 45 to 54 credit hours. Courses taken for any Minor cannot
be used to satisfy requirements in either of the other two
Minaors.

A 3 hour “Introduction to Liberal Studies” (ILAS 2350)
seminar, to be taken in the student’s Sophomore year orin
the first semester having declared the Liberal Studies major
heyond Freshman year, whichever is sooner.

A 3 hour “Liberai Studies Senior Seminar” (1LAS 4350);
students may petition to substitute a Capstone course in one
of their Minors for this requirement upon approval by the
Director of Liberal Studies and the Office of the Dean of
C.LASS.



5. A Practicum is required from one of the alternatives
as follows: a) an approved UH credit-bearing, study-
abroad program, b) an approved UH credit-bearing
internship program or public service project, or ¢)
an approved UH credit-bearing rescarch project.
Credit hours related to this requirement may apply
{o one of a stadent’s minors or not, as determined
by the minor program. Satisfaction of this
requirement shall be determined upon submission
of the relevant application as established by the
Director of Liberal Studies. Refer to the Liberal
Studies website for suggested options.

6. All other Core, College, and University requirements for the
Bachelor of Arts degree.

The flexibility of putting together three Minors, with the potential
for petitioning in a Minor from outside of C.L.A.S.S., suggests that
students should consult closely with the Liberal Studies advisor or
Director in formulating a coherent and professionally practical
program for this Major,



