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September 9, 2008 REC @E D 0CT 2 17008

Memo: Changes in Communication Sciences and Disorders for Fall 2009

To: Committee Members

To preface our proposed changes, our stated goals for our Undergraduate program are 1)
producing students who are knowledgeable about culturally diverse persons of all ages,
especially as they exist in an urban environment, 2) who think critically, and 3) are well

prepared for graduate study in communication disorders.

Attached please find the changes proposed to the Undergraduate Curriculum in
Communication Sciences and Disorders. Our department recently underwent an
extensive self-study process in preparation for an external review. We reviewed our
course sequence and compared it to others around the state and around the country. The
external review team expressly recommended that we evaluate our course offerings and
sequencing in this light. With that recommendation, we propose the following three

changes to our curriculum.

First, we felt that the courses in the major could be better framed sequentially. We
identified courses that were foundational to our academic mission. Some of these courses
were traditionally offered late in students’ program of study, so we have proposed that
they be renumbered and, if necessary, renamed and re-described in the catalog. We also
added a laboratory requirement for one of the foundation courses that not only meets the
need of additional exposure to foundation experiences, but addresses our second need as

well.

Second, we recognized that our undergraduate major was focused too stringently on the
disorders aspect of our field. This potentially limited our students’ opportunities
following undergraduate study and many did not continue on to graduate study. We felt
that this met neither our goals as a department, nor the University’s goals to increase
undergraduate students’ involvement in scientific inquiry. As mentioned above, we have
added a laboratory experience to one of our foundation courses. Additionally, we have
collapsed two of our disorders courses into one, opening up the opportunity for the
development of elective classes in language science, advanced analysis of language
development, studies in bilingual development of speech and language and directed
research seminars. These courses will be offered as Selected Topics courses over the

next two years.

Finally, in keeping with the Undergraduate Research Initiative, we felt the need to open
up opportunities for directed research course development. We adjusted prerequisites
and sequence leading up to our current senior level clinical course and have proposed
reactivation of Senior Thesis credit courses. The department has one student currently
completing a Senjor Thesis under the Special Problems designation. Undergraduate
students are being actively recruited for research opportunities in our foundation classes.
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We expect to add a course in Directed Research in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (taught initially as a Selected Topics class) in the 2009-10 academic year.

We are submitting 23 CBMO003 Forms to meet these stated goals. A brief description of
each CBMO003 form is included as an attachment with this document.

Thank you for your consideration of the requested changes.

Martha Dunkelberger, Ph.D. CCC-SLP
Undergraduate Program Coordinator/ Clinical Assistant Professor

CC:

Lynn M. Maher, Ph.D . CCC-SLP
Department Chair/ Professor

Sandra Gold-Singleton, MA
Academic Advisor/ Lecturer
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