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Academic Unit / Office NSM/Computer Science   Catalog Year of Implementation 2019-2020 

Course (Prefix / Number) COSC / 4311 Course Title Computer Scientists and Society 

Core Proposal Request

 Add to Core Curriculum  Revise course already in Core Curriculum 

 

Core Proposal Rationale - Please provide a rationale for including, or continuing to include, this course in the UH Core Curriculum: 

This course meets the objectives of a writing in the discipline course. At this point, there is no course that 

addresses writing in the discipline of computer science.It is designed to teach students: 

1. Legal issues that have direct bearing on their profession as computer scientists, such as intellectual property. 

2. Writing technical reports on issues that are at the intersection of computer science and the law. 

3. Making presentations on specific scenarios that lie at the intersection of computer science and the law. 
 

Core Objectives (see THECB Core objectives) 

 Critical Thinking  

 Communication  

 Empirical & Quantitative Skills  

 

 Teamwork 

 Social Responsibility  

 Personal Responsibility 

Please explain how the Core Objectives selected above will be met: 

The course objective is to introduce and to discuss issues of professional responsibility and ethics related to the 

use of computer technology in complex modern working environments. Emphasis on specific cases, on group 

discussion, and on oral presentations and written reports by students. The basis for the cases is a set of articles 

taken from the Communications of the ACM (Association for Computing Machinery) such as (a full list is 

attached): 

 
1. Copyright for Software: Changes in the Past 20 Years in Laws and Public Perception 

2. Software Patents since 1970 in the US and the EU: Objectives, Procedures, Obstacles. 

3. Legal and Technical Ramifications of “Hacking” 

4. Legal Liability Issues Related to Faulty Software 

5. Corporate Responsibility Related to Data and Information: Contrast US and EU Approaches 

6. The Controversies Surrounding Key Escrow, Including Technical Aspects and Legal Ramifications 

 Current Core Categorization 
(New additions: select N/A for this column) 

Proposed Categorization for Upcoming Core 

Foundational 
Component Area 
(required) 

N/A (Not currently a Core course) Social and Behavioral Sciences (80) 

Component Area 
Option (optional) 

N/A (No Component Area Option) Writing in the Disciplines (81) 

Category Listing: 
Single or Double? 

N/A (Not currently a Core course) List under the Component Area Option ONLY. 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/3566.pdf?CFID=57984488&CFTOKEN=46134305
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7. Ethics and Legal Issues Related to the Distribution of Undesirable or Illicit Material via the Internet 

 

 
 

 

When submitting this proposal form, please remember to attach a syllabus, learning objectives, and/or sample 

lesson(s). 


































































































































