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secondary sources. Research paper based on original sources is required.
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WCL 3348 Enlightenment Stories
Robert Zaretsky
zaretsky@central.uh.edu

Course Description: Survey of key 18th century European philosophers focusing on their
novels, treatises, and dialogues. Along with primary texts, course also includes secondary
sources. All readings in English.

Course Outcomes: In this course, students will

1) demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of writings in the 18th
century

2) respond critically to works in the arts and humanities.

3) demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature and philosophy on
intercultural experiences

Requirements:

Term Paper:
First Draft: 30%
Final Draft: 30%
Class Participation: 40%

Calendar:

January 21: Introduction

January 26: On the Enlightenment and Enlighteners.
Readings: Excerpts from the Encyclopédie by Jean Le Rond d’Alembert and Denis
Diderot

January 28: Voltaire and the Calas Affair
Readings: Voltaire, Treatise on Tolerance

February 2: “How can one be Persian?” A Foreigner Views France
Readings: Montesquieu, The Persian Letters

February 4: Montesquieu’s France Continued
Readings: Montesquieu, The Persian Letters

February 9: How can one be civilized and happy?
Readings: Rousseau, Second Discourse
Paper Proposal Due

February 11: Rousseau Continued


mailto:zaretsky@central.uh.edu

Readings: Rousseau, Second Discourse

February 16: Rousseau Continued
Readings: Rousseau, Second Discourse

February 18: Voltaire Takes Us to the Stars...
Readings: Micromégas

February 23: ...and then to the Orient

Readings: Zadig
Short Bibliography Due

February 25: Diderot Abroad at Home
Readings: Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville

March 2: Diderot Continued
Readings: Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville

March 4: Diderot and Raynal
Readings: Histoire des Deux Indes

March 9: Diderot and Raynal Continued
Readings: Histoire des Deux Indes

March 11: Paper Drafts Due
March 16: Spring Break
March 18: Spring Break

March 23: Beyond Persia: Montesquieu’s L’Esprit des lois
Readings: The Spirit of the Laws (excerpts)

March 25: Montesquieu Continued
Readings: The Spirit of the Laws (excerpts)

March 30: Enlightened Rulers (and the Enlighteners)

April 1: Readings: Diderot in Russia
Readings: Observations on the Nakaz

April 6: Diderot Continued
Readings: Observations on the Nakaz

April 8: Observations on the Nature and Role of Women
Readings: Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman

April 13: Vindication Continued
Readings: Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman



April 15: And Now For Something Completely Different...
Readings: Diderot: Rameau’s Nephew

April 20: Rameau Continued
Readings: Diderot: Rameau’s Nephew

April 22: Term Paper Meetings
April 27: Term Paper Meetings
April 29: Term Paper Meetings

May 4: Term Paper Due



WCL - 3348 Enlightenment Stories

Sample Research Paper Topics:

e Compare and contrast the definition of human nature according to
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and David Hume

e Choose two of the following media used by 18" century thinkers to
reach their audiences and analyze the ways in they were used: letter-
writing, dialogues, treatises, essays, and satire.

e In his seminal book Radical Enlightenment, Jonathan Israel argues
that what we traditionally understand as the Enlightenment was, in
fact, a pale ghost of what was first begun in the 17" century. Explain
and critique his argument, using primary sources in your paper.
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