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Did YOU Know ?
President Obama recently stated,
“At a time of such great
challenge for America, no single
issue is as fundamental to our
future as energy.”
(source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog_post/Fromperiltoprogress/)
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interested in getting I N VO LV E D
Community Garden Volunteers
Help Us Prepare
for November Harvest
Sunday, October30, 2011
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Campus Community Garden @ the
Corner of Wheeler & Cullen

?

Sustainablity Roundtable
GREEN UH Day
November 2, 2011
See Inside for Details

Generate Possibilites
& Share Research
Friday, December 2, 2011
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Cougar Village N115

Email volunteer.greenuh@gmail.com to sign up
Visit www.driveNissanLEAF.comto schedule your test drive

THIS WEEK in PHOTOS
On Monday, October 17 and Tuesday October 25 Nissan and Ford visited campus, respectively, with student
test-drive opportunities for their electric-leaning vehicles.
Seventy-eight (plus) UH community members test drove the
Nissan all-electric Leaf, and Ford hybrid and other vehicles. Electric vehicles have the potential to reduce carbon
output because they are not burning fossil fuels; however, if the vehicles are fueled by electricity from coal or
natural gas as opposed to wind or solar, for instance, they
may have other detrimental environmental effects. As oil
prices rise, electricity may also save your monthly budget!
Consider bike riding and walking for other healthy and
clean-energy transportation alternatives.

Upcoming Events
GREEN UH DAY
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
BUTLER PLAZA 11 AM - 3 PM

get with it...
GO GREEN!

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS: Please email volunteer.greenuh@gmail.com
Ten professors and graduate students shared ideas and perspectives at UH’s
first Sustainability Roundtable. The Roundtable, designed as a multidisciplinary space for professors and students to share their sustainability research
and projects and develop new sustainability collaborative opportunities,
became a “space” for professors and students to share their visions of campus sustainability, and discuss ideas for how to get there. The Roundtable
was volunteer-facilitated by two students with experience and training in
facilitation for sustainability, Laura Moreno and Garth Williams. The attendees included: Alex Freundlich of the Center for Advanced Materials (solar
photovoltaics and materials), Rachel Muncrief of the Diesel Vehicle Research
and Testing Center, researcher in climate change and air quality Barry Lefer,
Christiana Chang representing Dr. Gangbing Song’s research research involving intelligent buildings (monitoring energy usage via sensors and controls), researcher of photovoltaic/solar electricity Andenet Alemu, Yuribia Munoz and
Yanet Cuddus representing geosciences professor Dr. Julia Wellner, Dr. Shankar Chellam of the College of Engineering, and Patrick Peters of the College
of Architecture’s Graduate Design Build Studio (working on solar-powered
electric vehicle charging station and green building). The next roundtable,
open to the UH community, will take place in Cougar Village N 115, 9am11am on Friday, December 2.

WEneedYOU !
v o l u n t e e r. g r e e n u h @ g m a i l . c o m

All participants enter in for a chance to win 2 tickets to the red, black and GREEN: a blues environmental
hip-hop performance, a $15 iTunes gift certificate, a $25 Visa gift card, as well as various other school
supply prizes.
SPRING SUSTAINABILITY COURSES, CENTER FOR ADVANCED MATERIALS (Solar Panels!),
TEXAS DIESEL TESTING AND RESEARCH CENTER, GREEN MOUNTAIN SOLAR PANEL FLIP THE
SWITCH CEREMONY, RECYCLING, HRM GREEN TEAM, METRO, ARTISTS FOR GREEN UH, IT,
URBAN HARVEST CLASSES, CAMPUS COMMUNITY GARDEN, VOLUNTEER FOR GREEN UH,
FACILITATORS FOR GREEN UH, GREEN UH SOCIAL MEDIA, UH BOOKSTORE, INTERNSHIPS

red, black and GREEN: a blues

November 4 & 5, 2011

8 pm (doors open for installation viewing at 7:30 pm)
VIP Reception in the lobby - 6:30 pm
Wortham Theatre, Cynthia Woods Mitchell Center for the Arts
$20 general admission, $15 UH faculty and staff, $10 students

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR FREE ENTRY EMAIL
volunteer.greenuh@gmail.com acct to
help!

Spoken word/hip-hop theatre artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph’s new multimedia work on environmental justice and social ecology
questions collective responsibility in a time of dramatic climate change. In an exhilarating, interactive performance of dance,
text, and video, the piece begins with an immersive onstage viewing of the installation/set designed by visual artist Theaster
Gates. red, black, and GREEN: a blues was partly developed in residence with the Mitchell Center and contains extensive
imagery of Houston and many of its neighborhoods and personalities.

Selvamanickam is working with SuperPower Inc., the
department’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Tai-Yang
Research and TECO-Westinghouse Motor Company.
“We have a nice, complete value chain from research to
manufacturing,” Selvamanickam said.
He expects to find a commercial application for the
wire within the next five years.
This is not the only project Selvamanickam has supported with ARPA-E funding. He is also working with Super-

Power to develop a device that will help with energy storage.
“The challenge is that with wind and solar being intermittent
sources of energy, we need to able to store so we can use it any
time,” Selvamanickam said.
news@thedailycougar.com
By Love Patel

Richard J. Lazarus
Howard J. and Katherine W. Aibel Professor of
Law

Wednesday, November 16, 2011
12:00 - 12:50 p.m.
University of Houston Law Center
Room 240 BLB

Research Grant Awarded to Professor
Environmentally-friendly proposal proves efficient

The Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy has
awarded a $3.1 million grant to a research team led by Venkat Selvamanickam, a chaired professor of mechanical engineering, for his
efforts to form a superconducting wire that increases the efficiency of
wind turbines.
“ARPA-E is a very competitive program,” Selvamanickam
said. “I’m certainly happy that we’ve been able to get this award.”
Though the Department of Energy received more than 80
proposals, only 14 were awarded grants.
Selvamanickam said two of the 14 winning proposals were
based on superconducting wires.
Currently, wind turbine generators use permanent magnets
made from rare earth elements. China holds 93 to 97 percent of the
world’s rare earth elements supply and placed an embargo on exports
of these rare materials.
Selvamanickam said this has put the rest of the world in a
difficult position.
“The department is looking for ways to minimize the
amount of rare materials that are used,” Selvamanickam said.

“Or find ways to completely eliminate the use of permanent magnets.”
The use of superconducting wire as a substitute for permanent magnets will boost efficiency on wind farms.
“Superconducting turbines allow you to generate, transmit
and use electricity more efficiently,” Selvamanickam said.
The magnet-powered wind turbines’ power rating is around
2 megawatts, and the use of superconducting wire can increase it
to 10 megawatts. This will help minimize the amount of turbines
needed to maintain the same level of output, which can also alleviate
maintenance costs for turbines, according to Selvamanickam.
In addition to increased efficiency, the use of superconducting wire will have a positive environmental impact.
Selvamanickam said anytime you’re working to improve the
efficiency of technology that produces clean energy, the environment
will benefit from it.
“It’s not too often that you see both the environmental and
economic benefit in the same package,” he said.

Please RSVP by 11/4
to jeberle@central.uh.edu
Please join us on Wednesday, November 16th for an EENR Center Lecture with Richard J.
Lazarus. Richard Lazarus is the Howard J. and Katherine W. Aibel Professor of Law Harvard
University, where he teaches environmental law, natural resources Law, Supreme Court
advocacy, and torts. Professor Lazarus has represented the United States, state and local
governments, and environmental groups in the United States Supreme Court in 40 cases and has
presented oral argument in 13 of those cases. His primary areas of legal scholarship are
environmental and natural resources law, with particular emphasis on constitutional law and the
Supreme Court. He has published two books, The Making of Environmental Law (U. Chicago
2004), and Environmental Law Stories (Aspen Press, co-edited with O. Houck 2005). He was
also the principal author of Deep Water - The Gulf Oil Disaster and the Future of Offshore
Drilling (GPO 2011), which is the Report to the President of the National Commission on the BP
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling Commission, for which he served as the
Executive Director. The Commission was charged with investigating the root causes of the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 and recommending changes in law and
policy to reduce the risk of future spills and to mitigate their impacts.
Lunch will be provided.
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U pcoming Dat es:

Dec. 2 | Feb. 3 | Apr il 13 | Ju n e 1

Join greenUH
players...
EPISODE 2
Cast of Characters
Super-Villains: Ignorance/Self-doubt
Regular Cougars: Jane & John (Jose/Juanita? Adbdullah/Amira?)

University of Houston OUTDOOR ADVENTURE www.uhrecreation.com

2

For further Information call 713-743-0808 or email cwells@uh.edu

Ignorance to Fear: These humans are so funny , they will do anything we tell them.
Fear to Ignorance: I know! They’re so easy to manipulate.
Ahmed to Juanita: Did you know that air bubbles in really old ice can tell us what the climate was like thousands of years ago?!?!
Juanita/Ignorance/Fear: No… but (1) why would we want to know anything about the climate… (2) can’t I just
look up at the sky to know about the climate… and (3) that sounds like an old wives tale…
Ahmed: No, it’s true! We even know stuff about the climate from fossils of tiny plankton and pollen! And, for
your information, weather – like, what it looks like outside today – can’t tell us anything about what changes
over thousands of years look like.
Juanita/Ignorance/Fear: Okay… but still … why do I care?
Ahmed: You’ve never heard of global warming?
Juanita/Ignorance/Fear: That doesn’t exist.
Ahmed: Right. That’s why earth is warmer now that at any point in the last 1,000 years!? That’s why all mountain glaciers except those at very high altitudes are melting?! That’s why the acidity of the ocean is increasing,
because CO2 from the air is getting absorbed by water molecules and that makes carbonic acidic?!
Ignorance to Juanita: Wow. Uh.. I didn’t know any of that stuff.. (to Fear) Did you?
Fear: No, but I sure don’t want to!
Juanita (to Ignorance/Fear): Well now hold on a minute guys… Ahmed – (genuinely) why do we care about
this climate stuff?
Ahmed: Ahmed: (thankful he’s interested/taking it seriously) Well the thing is, global warming – if not
stopped – and I don’t want to scare you (Fear: Who, Me?) – will essentially flood a lot of places and make
them uninhabitable, and conversely make many more places have a lot less water than they do now, like West
Texas, which will make it tricky to grow food and for drinking water.
Fear: (faints)
Ignorance to Juanita: No way, man. (Juanita gives him a look)
Juanita to Ahmed: What do you mean?
Ahmed: Yeah, the way I see it, we have three options: we can pretend it isn’t happening (Ignorance likes this
idea), let our fear and the size of the problem paralyze us (fear likes this idea), or we can act. (Volunteer w/
GreenUH sign comes up/all point/look)

Join Us ...

email volunteer.gr eenuh@gmail.com

in the GARDEN
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URBANHARVEST
farmer’s market
Wednesdays
City Hall Farmers Market
11am -2pm
901 Bagby
Thursdays
Sugarland Town Square
4pm - 7 pm
2711 Town Center Boulevard
Fridays
HCC Southwest
3pm - 7pm
5601 West Loop Freeway
Saturdays
Eastside
8am -12 pm
3000 Richmond
Sundays
Highland Village
10am -2 pm
2720 Suffolk Drive

www.urbanharvest.org

Recipe of the Week
GARDEN FRESH PIZZA
Ingredients
* 1 tablespoon(s) olive oil
* 1 teaspoon(s) olive oil
* 1.5 cup(s) shredded carrots
* 1 medium (8-ounce) zucchini, chopped
* 1 cup(s) jarred marinara sauce
* Salt
* Pepper
* 1 bag(s) (5- to 6-ounce) baby spinach
* 1 pound(s) fresh or frozen (thawed) pizza dough
* 1.25 cup(s) shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees F. Grease 15 1/2-inch by
10 1/2-inch jelly-roll pan with 1 tablespoon olive oil.
2. In 12-inch nonstick skillet, heat remaining 1 teaspoon oil
on medium 1 minute. Add carrots; cook 6 to 8 minutes or until
tender, stirring occasionally. Stir in zucchini, marinara sauce,
1/4 teaspoon salt, and 1/8 teaspoon freshly ground black
pepper; cook 3 to 4 minutes. Add spinach; cook, covered, 1
to 2 minutes to wilt. Remove from heat.
3. With fingers, pat dough onto bottom and up sides of prepared pan. Spoon vegetable mixture over dough; top with
mozzarella. Place pan on rack in lower third of oven. Bake
pizza 22 to 24 minutes or until topping is hot and bubbly and
crust is browned.

Urban Harvest
Volunteer Appreciation Brunch

COME HELP PUT IN DIRT,
WEED & HARVEST
Sunday, October30, 2011
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday, November 3, 2011
4 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Urban Harvest Farmers Market at Eastside on the lawn
3000 Richmond Avenue Houston, 77098
November 5, 2011 10:30 am to noon
Picnic brunch, Music, Lots of good friends.
---- BE SURE TO BING ALONG A PICNIC BLANKET ----

THE CORNER OF
CULLEN & WHEELER
ANY QUESTIONS?
Call Angelo 713-492-5372

“

I think the team we have
is really amazing. We’re all
so different but it makes
things interesting.-Sarah Clouse

”

