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A special thanks to the UH Arab-American Educational Foundation Center for Arab Studies 
for providing the resources and reading lists for National Arab American Heritage Month 
included on this document. 
 
About the UH Arab-American Educational Foundation Center for Arab Studies 
 
The Arab-American Educational Foundation Center for Arab Studies (CAS) is the only 
academic center in Texas, and one of two in the United States, solely focusing on the Arab 
region. Based at the University of Houston’s College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, 
CAS houses two major endowed positions: the Arab-American Educational Foundation Chair 
in Modern Arab History and the Arab- American Educational Foundation Dr. Burhan and 
Mrs. Misako Ajouz Endowed Professorship in Arab Studies. It is also home to a variety of 
academic resources, uniquely supported with the help of grassroots fundraising carried out by 
Houston’s Arab American community, offering an exciting model of campus-community 
partnership. These include the Mahmoud Darwish Fund established to encourage research as 
well as the Farouk Shami endowment designed to support colloquia and advanced national 
graduate student training in Arab Studies. Additionally, CAS offers PhD student funding 
through the Issa Cook Scholarship program, and it is home to two annual distinguished 
lecture series: the Nijad and Zeina Fares Distinguished Lecture in Arab Studies, and the Paul 
Kardoush Distinguished Lecture in Arab Studies. 
 
Through its programs, CAS covers a large part of the globe, extending from the Atlantic to 
the Indian Ocean and encompassing the entirety of North Africa and large swaths of Western 
Asia. This region is home to a dazzling array of contemporary cultural innovations, 
influencing global intellectual and social trends in significant ways. Its most widely spoken 
language, Arabic, is one of the six official United Nations languages and its influence is 
clearly discernible well beyond Arab-majority countries, extending to a host of African, 
Asian, and European states in addition to sizeable diasporic communities in the Americas and 
Australasia. The region is also a site of ongoing political formation and re-formation, 
influenced by contested sovereignties, imperial interventions, colonialism and anti-
colonialism, energy politics, and popular and democratic movements. 
 
CAS is a scholarly space that encourages serious engagement with the Arab world, and the 
histories, cultures, modern realities, concerns, and aspirations of its people. It promotes 
sustained multidisciplinary research, teaching, publications, community engagement, and 
media expertise in an atmosphere that is underlined by empathetic inquiry, scholarly rigour, 
intellectual openness, and academic freedom. 
 
Books 
Alsultany, Evelyn. Arabs and Muslims in the Media: Race and Representation after 9/11 
Bayoumi, Moustafa. How does it Feel to Be a Problem?: Being Young and Arab in America 
Dennis, Yvonne Wakim and Maha Addasi. A Kid’s Guide to Arab American History 
Gualtieri, Sarah. Between Arab and White: Race and Ethnicity in the Early Syrian American 
Diaspora 
Hassoun, Rosina J. Arab Americans in Michigan 

https://nyupress.org/9780814707326/arabs-and-muslims-in-the-media/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783715954/anti-arab-racism-in-the-usa/
https://www.chicagoreviewpress.com/kid-s-guide-to-arab-american-history--a-products-9781613740170.php
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520255340/between-arab-and-white
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520255340/between-arab-and-white
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Arab_Americans_in_Michigan/5I3LxgEACAAJ?hl=en


Mahdi, Waleed F. Arab Americans in Film: From Hollywood and Egyptian Stereotypes to 
Self-Representation 
Naber, Nadine. Arab America: Gender, Cultural Politics, and Activism 
Naff, Alixa. Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience 
Pennock, Pamela E. The Rise of the Arab American Left: Activists, Allies, and Their Fight 
Against Imperialism and Racism, 1960s-1980s 
Said, Edward W. Orientalism 
Salaita, Steven. Anti-Arab Racism in the USA: Where it Comes from and What it Means For 
Politics Today 
Wills, Emily Regan. Arab New York: Politics and Community in the Everyday Lives of Arab 
Americans 
 
Novels and Poetry 
Abdelrazek, Amal. Contemporary Arab American Women Writers: Hyphenated Identities 
and Border Crossings 
Abu Jaber, Diana. Life Without a Recipe: A Memoir 
Abulhawa, Susan. My Voice Sought the Wind 
Alameddine, Rabih. Koolaids: The Art of War 
Darraj, Susan Muaddi. The Inheritance of Exile: Stories from South Philly 
El Rassi, Toufic. Arab in America 
Fadda-Conrey, Carol. Contemporary Arab-American Literature: Transnational 
Reconfigurations of Citizenship and Belonging 
Gharib, Malaka. I was Their American Dream: A Graphic Memoir 
Hartman, Michelle. Breaking Broken English: Black-Arab Literary Solidarities and the 
Politics of Language 
Joudah, Fady. Tethered to the Stars: Poems 
Lalami, Laila. The Moor’s Account 
Majaj, Lisa Suhair. “Arab-American Literature: Origins and Developments” 
Rihani, Amin. The Book of Khalid 
 
Articles 
American Orientalism 
Arab Americans 
Arab Labor Migration in the Americas, 1880-1930 
Arabs in California: Finding identity and belonging as an Arab American 
Common Arab Stereotypes in TV and Film 
Including Arab Americans in the Biden Administration is not Enough 
Remembering Little Syria, a Forgotten Manhattan Neighborhood 
Save Arab American Studies!: Educators Fight for Authentic Ethnic Studies 
US Palestine Solidarity: Reviving Original Patterns of Political Engagement 
When Arab-American Detroit Auto Workers Struck for Palestinian Liberation 
Yemeni Farm Workers and the Politics of Arab Nationalism in the UFW 
Yemenis in the San Joaquin Valley: The Embodiment of Pride, Duty and Loyalty 
 
Visual Resources 
Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People 
American Arab 
A Thousand and One Journeys: The Arab Americans 
Arab American Stories 
Dearborn, Michigan 

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/2977/arab-americans-in-film/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/2977/arab-americans-in-film/
https://nyupress.org/9780814758861/arab-america/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Becoming_American/dOmitBgYtFkC?hl=en
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469630984/the-rise-of-the-arab-american-left/
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469630984/the-rise-of-the-arab-american-left/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/159783/orientalism-by-edward-w-said/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783715954/anti-arab-racism-in-the-usa/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783715954/anti-arab-racism-in-the-usa/
https://nyupress.org/9781479854875/arab-new-york/
https://nyupress.org/9781479854875/arab-new-york/
https://www.cambriapress.com/pub.cfm?bid=111
https://www.cambriapress.com/pub.cfm?bid=111
http://www.dianaabujaber.com/writing/life/
https://susanabulhawa.com/books/my-voice-sought-the-wind/
http://rabihalameddine.com/koolaids
https://undpress.nd.edu/9780268162276/inheritance-of-exile-the/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Arab_in_America/7t8EmacnPL0C?hl=en
https://nyupress.org/9781479804313/contemporary-arab-american-literature/
https://nyupress.org/9781479804313/contemporary-arab-american-literature/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/575400/i-was-their-american-dream-by-malaka-gharib/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/3009/breaking-broken-english/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/3009/breaking-broken-english/
https://milkweed.org/book/tethered-to-stars
https://lailalalami.com/the-moors-account/editions/
http://www.asjournal.org/52-2008/arab-american-literature-origins-and-developments/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/216119/the-book-of-khalid-by-ameen-rihani/
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/american-orientalism
https://www.everyculture.com/multi/A-Br/Arab-Americans.html
https://oxfordre.com/americanhistory/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199329175.001.0001/acrefore-9780199329175-e-598
https://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/3163/california-arab-americans-seek-belonging/
https://www.thoughtco.com/tv-film-stereotypes-arabs-middle-easterners-2834648
http://arabcenterdc.org/viewpoint/including-arab-americans-in-the-biden-administration-is-not-enough/
https://hyperallergic.com/330286/remembering-little-syria-a-forgotten-manhattan-neighborhood/
https://rethinkingschools.org/articles/save-arab-american-studies/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/us-palestine-solidarity-reviving-original-patterns-political-engagement/
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/08/palestine-strike-wildcat-uaw
https://boomcalifornia.org/2020/02/18/yemeni-farm-workers-and-the-politics-of-arab-nationalism-in-the-ufw/
https://www.arabamericannews.com/2021/02/22/yemenis-in-the-san-joaquin-valley-the-embodiment-of-pride-duty-and-loyalty/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2EEL3uFvPc&ab_channel=ShyamMael
https://kartemquin.com/films/american-arab
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thearabamericans
http://www.arabamericanstories.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2017/aug/04/dearborn-michigan-divided-muslim-american-donald-trump-documentary
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“How One Doctor’s Love for Poetry Helps Him Communicate with Patients Better 
The Feeling of Being Watched 
The Last Harvest: The Yemenis of San Joaquin  
“Why We Need Arab American Heritage Month in 2020” 
 
Academic Centers, Foundations, and Institutes 
American Institute for Yemeni Studies 
Arab American Cultural Center at the University of Illinois at Chicago  
Arab American Institute 
Arab-American Educational Foundation Center for Arab Studies at the University of Houston 
Arab and Muslim American Studies at the University of Michigan 
Center for Arab American Studies (CAAS) at the University of Michigan-Dearborn 
Middle East and Middle Eastern American Center (MEMEAC) at the Graduate Center, 
CUNY 
Georgetown University—Center for Contemporary Arab Studies 
Middle East Studies Association 
Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace & Justice 
 
Local Resources 
American Lebanese Cultural Center 
Arab Voices Radio Talk Show 
The Palestinian American Cultural Center (PACC) of Houston 
The Arab-American Educational Foundation 
Arab American Cultural & Community Center (ACC) 
Egyptian American Society of Houston 
Houston Palestine Film Festival 
Iraqi American Society in Houston 
Moroccan Society of Houston 
Palestinian American Research Center: PARC 
Syrian American Club of Houston 
 
National Organizations 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) 
Arab America 
Arab American Action Network 
Arab American Family Services 
Arab American Institute 
Arab American Studies Association 
Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS): 

• Arab American National Museum 
• National Network for Arab American Communities 
• Center for Arab American Philanthropy 

Council on American-Islamic Relations 
Al-Hewar Center for Arab Culture and Dialogue 
National Arab American Medical Association 
Network of Arab-American Professionals 
RAWI: Radius of Arab American Writers 
Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network 
The Jerusalem Fund 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-one-doctors-love-for-poetry-helps-him-communicate-with-patients-better
https://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/feelingofbeingwatched/video-the-feeling-of-being-watched/
https://youtu.be/yC9CVepWQUY
https://youtu.be/VujZGldsUFI
https://www.aiys.org/
https://arabamcc.uic.edu/
https://www.aaiusa.org/
https://theaaef.org/
https://lsa.umich.edu/amas
https://umdearborn.edu/casl/centers-institutes/center-arab-american-studies
https://memeac.gc.cuny.edu/
https://memeac.gc.cuny.edu/
https://ccas.georgetown.edu/
https://mesana.org/
https://rachelcorriefoundation.org/
https://alcchouston.wildapricot.org/
https://www.arabvoices.net/
http://pacchouston.org/
https://theaaef.org/
https://www.acchouston.org/
http://eashouston.org/
http://www.hpff.org/
http://www.ias-houston.org/
http://www.moroccansocietyofhouston.org/
http://parc-us-pal.org/
https://www.syrianamericanclub.com/
https://www.adc.org/
https://www.arabamerica.com/
https://aaan.org/
http://arabamericanfamilyservices.org/
https://www.aaiusa.org/
https://arabamericanstudies.org/
https://www.accesscommunity.org/
https://arabamericanmuseum.org/
https://www.nnaac.org/
https://www.centeraap.org/
https://www.cair.com/
http://www.alhewar.com/
https://naama.com/
https://naaponline.org/
https://arabamericanwriters.org/
https://al-shabaka.org/en/
https://thejerusalemfund.org/

