University of Houston Graduate College of Social Work
Specialization Plan Submission Guidelines 

The UH Graduate College of Social Work offers four specializations designed to enable students to develop specialized skills and knowledge in defined areas of social work practice. Health and Behavioral Health, Social Work Practice with Latinos, and Political Social Work offer students the opportunity to focus their advanced studies in substantive areas of social work in which the GCSW has built a national reputation for expertise and which directly respond to pressing needs of vulnerable populations in the Houston community. The fourth specialization, Individualized Specialization, offers students the opportunity to develop advanced knowledge and skills in a substantive area of social work of their choice.

Instructions for Completing the Specialization Plan
In order to receive a specialization, students must submit and receive approval for a plan for completing their chosen specialization. The process of developing a plan will require planning, as you think through the courses, field experiences, and other opportunities that will best support your advanced learning needs and interests. You are welcome to consult with faculty as you develop this plan.
The Specialization Plan Submission Form is attached. Please complete it electronically, and email it to Tara Villasenor at tcvillas@Central.UH.EDU.

Deadlines:
Specialization Plans can be submitted any semester (Spring or Fall) before you have completed Field III. In the semester during which you choose to submit your plan, your Submission Plan must be submitted prior to the deadline announced by the GCSW Office of Student Affairs. Late submissions will not be reviewed until the following semester’s deadline.
2015-2016 Deadlines:
Fall 2015 Semester: Friday, October 30, 2015 at 12:00 p.m.
Spring 2016 Semester: Friday, March 25, 2016 at 12:00 p.m.
Please contact the Curriculum Specialization Coordinator, Dr. Suzanne Pritzker, with any questions regarding your Specialization Plan Submission: 714-743-8114 or spritzker@uh.edu
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Specialization Plan Overview

This page should be completed by all students proposing a specialization at the GCSW.


Name: Click to enter text.      ID #: Click to enter text.     Email Address: Click to enter text.

[bookmark: Specializations]Desired Specialization (click for drop-down menu): 



Please respond in several sentences: Why do you want to pursue this specialization? How will it further your career goals?

Click here to enter text.






Please describe the specific type of field experiences you are seeking (for FP III and FP IV) to further your knowledge and skills in this specialization. If you feel that your field experience in Field Practicum I and/or FP II supports the criteria for this specialization, please describe how your field responsibilities support your development as a social worker in this area.

Click here to enter text.





Please note that all specialization students are strongly encouraged to keep track of any assignments, student or volunteer activities, trainings, conferences, etc. related to your specialization content area. During the semester you graduate, you will have the opportunity to compile and report these specialization-related learning experiences .



Students proposing a Health and Behavioral Health, Social Work Practice with Latinos, or Political Social Work Specialization: Please turn to Page 3.

Students proposing an Individualized Specialization: Please turn to Page 4.


Specialization Plan Coursework
This page should be completed by students proposing a Health and Behavioral Health, Social Work Practice with Latinos, or Political Social Work specialization.

Place an “X” next to the 3 courses in your specialization that you plan to take. Place an “A” next to 2 alternate courses you are interested in taking if any of these are unavailable or do not fit your schedule. 
	
	Health and Behavioral Health
	Political Social Work
	Social Work Practice with Latinos

	Required Course (select 1)
	___ Behavioral Health for Social Work Practice in Integrated Health Care
___ Contemporary Issues in Mental Health
	___ Empowerment 
___ Social Policy  Advocacy

	___ Social Work in the Latino Context

	Electives (select 2)
	___ Behavioral Health for Social Work Practice in Integrated Health Care
___ Clinical SW Practice with Children & Adolescents
___ Clinical SW Practice with Older Adults
___ Contemporary Issues in Mental Health
___ Disparities in Health in America
___ Drugs in Society
___ Family Violence
___ Issues in Aging
___ SW Practice & Interventions in Schools
___ SW Practice with Groups in Clinical Settings
___ Spirituality and Aging
___ Trauma & SW Practice
___ Other (See Page 5)
	___ Empowerment
___ Law and Social Work
___ Legislative Seminar (Austin internship only)
___ Mediation for Social Workers
___ Multicultural Practice
___ Organizational Behavior and Change
___ Overrepresentation of Minority Males in Criminal Justice Systems
___ Social Policy Advocacy
___ SW and Global Justice Issues
___ Women’s Issues
___ Other (See Page 5)
	___ Clinical SW Practice with Latinos/as
___ GCSW Latin American Initiative Study Abroad Courses
___ Multicultural Practice
___ Practice in Latino Communities
___ SW Practice with Latino Immigrants
___ Other (See Page 5)



**If you are planning to apply any “Other” courses towards your specialization, you must be complete Page 5.**
Individualized Specialization Documentation
	
Please specify your desired area of focus for the Individualized Specialization: 

Click here to enter text.




If you are proposing an Individualized Specialization, please identify 3-5 objectives for your specialization. These objectives should follow the guidelines on the GCSW “Individualized Specialization” webpage (http://tiny.cc/GCSWIndSpec) and should specify the advanced knowledge and skills you expect to demonstrate through completion of the specialization. You may consult faculty members to assist you in developing your objectives.

Click here to enter text.






Please identify the 3 courses you plan to take to complete your Individualized Specialization, and 2 alternate courses you are interested in taking in this area in case any of these are unavailable. For each course, please identify the course number and course name.  

Click here to enter text.




**Please complete Page 5 for any Independent Study course or course offered by another graduate-level program.**


Additional Specialization Course Documentation

This page must be completed if you are planning to apply any courses whose titles are not listed on Page 3 towards your specialization.

Please identify the course name and number for each course that you are proposing for your specialization that is a/an: 

1) Special Topics (SOCW 7397) course not listed on Page 1, 

Click here to enter text.



2) Independent Study course, or 

Click here to enter text.



3) Course offered by another graduate-level program (specify the program/university name).

Click here to enter text.
	


For each of the courses listed above, please provide a specific rationale for why you are requesting to take this course as part of your specialization. If a copy of the syllabus is available, please provide that as well. 

Click here to enter text.
