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Student Self-Check Preliminary CPT Eligibility

• (   ) I am in a degree seeking program
• (   ) The information on my current I-20 matches my 

current degree level and major
• (   ) I have always maintained my F-1 status
• (   ) I have completed one full academic year of full-

time study
• If you answer “yes” to all questions listed above, 

you may be eligible to apply for CPT. ISSS will verify 
your eligibility after you submit your CPT 
application.



CPT Options

• Option 1: Required for the academic curriculum for all 
students in the program. The student will not receive 
course credit. In order to be eligible, student must have 
the “Experience Track” sub plan in the system.

• Option 2: Required practicum or internship course 
taken for course credit.  

• Option 3: Not required by the academic curriculum, 
but the student is registered in a credited course which 
requires CPT to complete the course.

• Option 4: Required research for thesis/dissertation (i.e. 
essential to completion of thesis or dissertation).



CPT Application Form



CPT Application Form



CPT Authorization



How to Apply for OPT



Download the Forms



Academic Verification Form



Schedule OPT Group Appointment



Mail Application to USCIS
• Two passport photos in the given plastic zip bag
• Personal check payable to the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security in amount of $410 or G-1450 if pay by a credit card
• Form G-1145
• Form I-765
• Copy of your I-20 page 1 and 2
• SEVIS screen shot of your CPT if you had any
• Copy of your passport and visa page
• Copy of your I-94
• Copy of your change of status approval notice (I-797) if you had
• Copy of your previous EAD card if you had



EAD Granted by USCIS



Any Questions?



Thank You!
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