
Many of the SheCodes volunteers have been
inspired to teach by their own experiences of
being women in the tech industry. They know
all too well what it is like to not have female
role models to look up to or to feel like they
don't belong in a male-dominated field. 

In addition to the lack of representation,
another issue that drives SheCodes volunteers
is the lack of computer science classes offered
in middle and high schools. Many of these
volunteers are aware of how valuable it would
have been to have access to computer
science classes when they were in school. 
They know that computer science skills are in
high demand and that these skills can open
up a world of career opportunities.

That's why the SheCodes program is so
important. It is providing young girls with the
tools they need to pursue a career in tech,
regardless of whether or not their schools
offer computer science classes. 

By introducing girls to computer science
topics and teaching them how to code using
Python, SheCodes is opening doors and
creating opportunities for girls who might not
have otherwise had access to this kind of
education.
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We are thrilled to share the success
story of SheCodes, a program that is
changing the face of computer science
education for girls starting in the 5th-
6th grade. SheCodes relies on the
dedication and expertise of volunteer
teachers who have a personal drive to
help bridge the gender gap in tech.

Through a comprehensive 8-week
curriculum, the program teaches
students the fundamentals of coding
using Python. The classes take place
every week on Fridays and Saturdays,
with teachers providing live instruction
via Microsoft Teams.

The program is designed to provide a
supportive and engaging learning
environment for students. Each class is
led by a volunteer teacher who has a
passion for computer science and
wants to inspire the next generation of
women in tech. 

But the learning doesn't stop there.
SheCodes also provides office hours for
students who need extra help or
support. This allows students to ask
questions and get individualized
attention from their teachers. The
office hours are a valuable resource for
students who want to take their coding
skills to the next level.

"We are passionate about giving
young girls the support and
encouragement we wish we had
received when we were starting
out. "
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SheCodes students, teachers, parents, and sponsor uniting during the End-of-Year celebration at University of Houston in front of the
Cullen Performance Hall.



In addition to attending weekly coding
classes and receiving personalized help
during office hours, the students in SheCodes
are given a unique opportunity to apply what
they've learned by creating a final project.

At the end of the semester, students combine
their newfound coding skills with their
creativity to produce a final project
resembling a choose-your-own adventure
book. This project is a culmination of their
hard work and dedication throughout the
program.

Students have the liberty to generate their
own creative ideas and devise a decision tree
to help map out the steps for their stories. For
instance, Student Eva Chapa fashioned a
narrative about her morning routine,
encompassing choices such as tidying her
bed, selecting her footwear, and picking
breakfast items.

After weeks of virtual learning, SheCodes invites
students and teachers to come together for a
party. This celebration is a chance for everyone
to unwind, have fun, and connect with each
other in person. The event is filled with games,
food, and laughter as everyone celebrates the
hard work and dedication of the students.

One of the most exciting parts of the celebration
is the prize-giving ceremony. Students are
recognized for their accomplishments and given
prizes to celebrate their success. These prizes are
a tangible reminder of the students' hard work
and dedication throughout the semester.

But the celebration doesn't end there. SheCodes
also provides a tour of the university campus to
students and parents. This tour is a valuable
opportunity for students to explore the campus
and get a sense of what college life is like. For
many students, this is the first time they have
been on a college campus, and the experience
can be both exciting and inspiring.

The Final Project

The End-of-Year Celebration

As the students and parents tour the
campus, they learn about the different
programs and opportunities available to
them. They see the labs, classrooms, and
dorms that make up the university and begin
to imagine themselves as college students.
This is a powerful experience that can help to
motivate and inspire students to pursue their
dreams.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of the SheCodes
coordinators and volunteers, many girls have
been introduced to the world of computer
science in a way that is accessible and
engaging. They have been empowered to
explore their creativity and develop skills that
will be valuable to them throughout their
lives. Together, we can empower the next
generation of women in tech and create a
more equitable and inclusive future for all.

Our Outlook

Students Eva Chapa and Kaitlynn Gonzalez presenting
their projects at the celebration in front of parents and
teachers.

Students receiving their certificates at the end of their course along
with their teachers.

Winners of the Coding and Vocab Kahoot contest, (left to
right) Jamille Bell, Hailey Harris, and Ava Phillips.


