
Doctor of Musical Arts Graduation Certification Form 

DMA candidates are required to have their progress towards degree completion confirmed before they 
can apply to the university to participate in graduation (via the student’s myUH Self-Service account).  

Name _________________________   ID _________________  Email ___________________________ 

Division/Instrument_______________________   Research Cmte Chair __________________________ 

To the Student: The following requirements must be satisfied before seeking approval from your 
research committee chair: 

• You have enrolled in research credits with the chair of your research committee
• You have completed a research proposal and the proposal has been approved by the entire research

committee (see the DMA Document and Essay Proposal Guidelines for more information) 
• You have filed the DMA Thesis Topic Approval form
• You have completed (or will soon complete) your comprehensive exams and lecture recital, and have

fulfilled the language requirement
• You have begun writing drafts of the essay or document and have worked out a schedule or plan with

your research chair for their submission and revision 

Student Signature:  ___________________________ Graduate Advisor: _____________________________ 

To the Chair of the Student’s Research Committee: 

By signing this document, you confirm that the student has made sufficient progress on their essay or 
document to suggest that they may be able to meet the deadlines below. Note that your signature does not in 
any way bind you to approving the student’s research within the given time frame, nor does it restrict you from 
requiring that the student spend an additional semester or more on the essay or document’s preparation. 

              (*The deadlines indicated here match those in the MSM graduate handbook and those established for the Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts) 

Committee Chair:  ___________________________ Director of Graduate Studies: __________________________ 

3 weeks before 
the defense* 

DOCUMENT: FINAL DRAFT SUBMITTED TO RESEARCH COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW 
After having been reviewed and edited (often repeatedly) by the research committee chair, the doctoral 
document should be submitted to the remaining committee members for editing and evaluation.  

4 weeks before 
the last day of 
classes 

ESSAY: FINAL DRAFT SUBMITTED TO RESEARCH COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW 
After having been reviewed and edited (often repeatedly) by the research committee chair, the doctoral 
essay should be submitted to the remaining committee members for editing and evaluation. The 
committee will have three weeks to review the final copy, after which students will have one week to 
make the any remaining changes requested by the committee.  

3 weeks before 
the last day of 
classes 

DOCUMENT: DEFENSE DEADLINE 
Students who are pursuing the “Document Track” must complete their defense no later than this date 
(the remaining weeks of the semester are used to make any changes requested by the committee). The 
student's doctoral committee must attend the defense, and as such the student should consult with 
the entire committee to find an acceptable date and time. Students must also reserve the conference 
room (1 hour reservation, made through the main office). 

Last day of 
classes (i.e., 
before finals) 

DOCUMENT or ESSAY: SUBMISSION FINAL DEADLINE 
Once the essay or document has been approved by research committee, the final version of the 
manuscript must be submitted to Dr. Jeffrey Sposato (jssposato@uh.edu). Once approved, the essay 
or document must be submitted to the KGMCA Dean's Office for the Dean's signature. Students then 
should proceed with turning in the essay or document to UH Copy Center for binding and online 
submission through Vireo. A PDF copy should be emailed to the graduate advisor for college archival.

http://www.uh.edu/cota/music/_docs/dma-degree-plans/DMA%20Document%20and%20Essay%20Proposal%20Guidelines1.pdf
http://www.uh.edu/cota/music/_docs/dma-degree-plans/MSM%20DMA%20Thesis%20Topic%20Approval%20Form.pdf
mailto:cryoung@central.uh.edu



