At ry CommencCement in 1997,
Edeoard Albee described ws
graduates as "wottnded” Ay
(now/eo/ge. Thanks 2o our /7/:9/13/‘
education, e were rore
Sensitive, less ob/Vious, more
rundful, less boastful.

For me, the ceapon rost
responsible for these wounds was "The Human Siduation.” In
ordinary faculty hands, this course could have been an informative
Great Book's Zour whoSe wordh /s meastired in mere credit-fours.

Led by 2the ¥onors College Zeam, however, iT was a
melamorphos:s, whose lessons still linger and recoard me
professionally and personally.

The catalyst for Ais dransformation was the faculty. 7Their
entAusiasr» For the Cex?s was virulent. T}Iey ook rischievous
de/{g/’lz‘ in exposing me, a cocksure Trish Catholic #id and Yankees
fan, Co Che dméliga/fy of Che moral wunmverse — thal /s, Chis Auman
situation. Sister Mary Catherine never /et on about the "cauldron
of illicit leves"” that scorched even the Church Fathers.

7 he faculty acockened me not Just o reew i/’]oag/’lts , but o reco
ways of Z‘/?/‘n,é/ng)' Zo (now/ng, but also and importantly, to (now/ng
not. (I st/ capnot 5/*//73 rySelf to split an infintive) T
reseriber asking a proéing guestion during a lecture. The professor
gave a pregrant pacse, then replied, ungpologetically and
emphatically, "I don? know.” Tt cas an wnexpected,
uncoprfortable sensation to realize that the faculty werent going
2o give me Che answers (iF anseoers even existed). Ultimately, T



wortld be responsible for s own Sense ——mcz,@ng. The Faculty of
Che Huran Situadion Zaagﬁi me hoeo to ask betler ?aeéi/’oné .

In sty four years a U/, I had seen many inspiring faculty conte,
and Some of’ Chem go, Sore for preventable reasons. 7he Coughest
blow to me was the gradual disencharntment and wltimate depardure
of the Human Situation professor who had become ry advisor and
mentor. More than amione, he had dealt 2he "eounds” that changed
me. Gradudte school had seemed r1y inevitable next step, but Seeing
CAIS Lentred fuculty member Qe the acaderry unsett/ed rry vieco
of faculty /ife, and I Zurned acoay .

Z went on 2o enjoy good work in the private sector. At an acaderic
book publisher, I saw Ively scholarship engaged coith the coorld
arowund ws, and a¢ LEGO- yes, that LEGO! - feen /‘Ma\g/nai/ons
bridged cultures and invigorated generations. Still, I struqgled 2o
£Aind a anf/’y/nﬁ Zhente 2o rry work and 1/ /ife's 3062/5 ;

My “moment of meaning” came a the Cwenty—£i#Ch anniversary
celebration of the Yuman Situdation, where scores comened o
celebrate what the course had ée?aeaf/wd lo students and to Zhe
professors who faag/zf therr. In their numbers and in 2heir lives,
students and faculty stood togetter as Cestaments o Che vidalidy
of liberal education and o the impact one person — Former Dean
Ted €stess, who founded 2he program - can have on So many. On
1y f/ig/;z‘ home I wondered: can the acaderny Aeyono/ 2he Honors
Co//ege'é walls become more Fulfilling 2o good faculty and more
supportive of leaders like Estess who provide Zhes with a place
life Che Hiran Situdtion to Lhrive? My answer Chen was a
resownding, "I don? knoeo.” /4362//7, Z would Aave Zo Find owt For
MySe//’.



Since Chat reveladion — one ¥onors Co//ege professor would call it
ry peripely — s/ ca///n3 has been Yo advocate For liberal education
and 2he improvement of the acadesric workplace. I cent Zo
gradudte school to study organ/zai/ona/ behavior-a eSSy,
amézgaoaé Fleld if’ ever Chere was one—in the context of’ Aigher
educdation. There, I éroaﬁ/?f Pty "Hetran Sit" experiences to bear
as a contributor o Harvard's curriculiun review and to iZs

president's book on Our é/nc/erach/e\//n\cjz Co//3335 . Now, I direc? a

nationeoide research consortics dedicated Co helping acaderic
institutions altract the best and brightest scholars and teac hers,
and Zo improving the recruidment, retention, st¢adus, satistaction,
and success of their faculty, and particularly women and faculty

of Co/ or.

In 2009, Che U. n/A\/e/\S/AZ‘y of >‘/oa5fon k/'o/nec/ Z2Als Collaborative on
Acaderiic Careers in %gher Education (COACHE). ﬁgeih«er , we are
aS/‘ng data and the voice of the faculty o ke the Universidy -
and the Y/onors College - a great place Zo learn, Zo work, and o
ask guestions. Just Aowo exguisite a circle the Yuman Situation
has dracon around sy life is, well, a bit wunsett/ing.

— Kiernan K. Mt hecos

Director, Collaborative on Acaderic Careers in
>///:9ﬁe.r Education (COACKHE)
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