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Clinton first Democrat to win plurality of vote in
Orange County in nearly a century.

Republicans won 4 out of 7 Congressional races,
even though Hillary Clinton had outperformed the
Democratic candidates in those districts

After 2016

Democrats saw an opening to flip seats in Orange
County and made districts there key to the blue
wave strategy in 2018

So how did that work out?



TURNOUT

Could a disproportional turnout
be responsible for flipping
tthe county? < Could the top two primary

The Puzzle of Political
Transformation

of California, changes in

rules governing early voting,
mail-in ballots, and other
institutional mechanisms lead
to a changed electoral composition?

RULES OF THE GAME

DEMOGRAPHICS

Could a changing Demo-
graphics lead to a

changing electorate?
> Could some change in opinion,

or new cleavage, be causing
voters to abandon
traditional party voting
patterns?

OPINION CHANGE
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allots cast:
® 640,358 (45%)
e Early

* (0%)
e \Vote by mail

* (39%)
e At precinct

e (61%)

V4

allots cast:
¢ 1,106,729 (70.1%)
e Early

* (21%)
e Vote by mail

* (62%)
e At precinct
e (35%)



Orange County Demographics

* Population has increased by 2010 —
nearly 200,000 (6.7%) « White — 43.9%

residents since 2010 census " , 33.8%
* niIspanic — .
» Estimated 3.2 million P °
residents in Orange County — * 2017 -
6t" largest county in the e White — 40.4%

country * Hispanic — 34.2%




Rules of the California Top-

e Two Primary




Vote Choice (county-wide congressional vote)

Democrats

-

Opinion 2014 45% 55%
Change
2018 54% 46%

To what extent can we explain changing patterns
of voting in OC to the election of Donald Trump,
controlling for changes in turnout, the rules of the
game, and demographic change?
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Governor’s e 2014 2018

Race * Jerry Brown — e Gavin Newsom* -
275,707 (44%) 543,047 (50.1%)
* Neel Kashkari—  « john Cox -

344,817 (56%) 539,951 (49.9%)

* * Running for Lt Gov in 2014,
Gavin received just 41.3% of
the two-party vote!

Statewide: Brown 60%, Kashkari 40% Statewide: Newsom 62%, Cox 38%
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Ryan
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2014 2018

*Royce, Ed || 63,346 70.8% Kim, Young 80,123

ﬁﬂ:‘erson, 26,184 292% DEM 78,059
eter




Wal * Wal
IS, 106,083 651% 32 Aers, 116383  47.9%
Mimi Mimi
Leavens, Porter,
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AHORA  ane Demographic Profile

YORBA LINDA

FULLERTON  p| AGENTIA Total Pop:
LABAENE  Seoh 777,871
UNINGQRRERATED White:
CYPRESS VILLA PARK o
L 472,558 (61%)
LOS ALAMITOS STANTON HiSp anic:
GARDEN GROVE
141,853 (18%)
SEAL BEACH \WESTMINSTER Black:
SANTAANA :
15,666 (2%)
FOUNTAIN VALLEY _
HUNTINGTON BEACH Asian:
IRVINE 199,942 (26%)
g LAKE FOREST Foreign-born:
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA 226,899 (29%)
GRS LAGUNA WOODSMISSION VIEJO
LAGUNA HILLS Median Household Income:
ALISO VIEJO
$102,040
LAGUNA BEACH Unemployment:
LAGUNA NIGUEL 4%
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO Percent w/ Bachelors:
DANA POINT 55%

SAN CLEMENTE

Data: 2017 Census ACS 1-year Estimates




UC Irvine

* CD45 - UCI Campus
precincts

e Turnout — 65.9% (CD45
avg. 73.89%)

* Porter-5,229 (91.8%!)
* Walters — 464




Nick,
Adam

Sanchez,
Loretta

2014 2018

Lambert]
33,577 40.3% Rene 45,638

49,738 59.7% DEM 102,278



2014

Whallon,
And

*Lowenthal,

Alan

28,761 53.1%

25376 46.9% "V

Briscoe,

*Lowenthal,
Alan

40,085

46,241



2014

Rohrbacher, 0
Yana 112,082 64.1% 136,89954/0
0
Savary, DEM FRouda, Harley 157,83746@

Suzanne 62,713 35.9%



2014 - 2018

Darrell Diane L.

Felser 12,892 31.2% DEM 35,124
Dave

*ssa. Harkey,
L 28,410 68.8% 40,325




RAW VOTES IN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS, ORANGE COUNTY ONLY

180000

160000

140000

120000

100000

80000

60000

40000

20000

0

38 39 45 46 47 48 49
2014 Republicans 2018 Republicans 2014 Democrats 2018 Democrats




120,000

Democrat
B Republican

Net change
In raw votes,
2014->2018




Percentage
Change in
votes 2014-
>2018

0000000

000000

000000

Democrat

B Republican




Conclusions

* Democrats now hold all 7 of the Orange County congressional
districts

* Clinton (2016) and Newsome (2018) won the county-wide vote

 Democrats has a 113% increase in votes in 2018 compared to
2014; Republicans increased just 46%.

* 2020 - No Governor’s race, US Senate race, and Presidential race
unlikely to be competitive in CA.

* Republicans hold just 7 (13.2%) Congressional Districts in ALL of
California

* More investigation is needed to parse what is happening,
especially in terms of my puzzle.




