UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
REGISTRAR’S OFFICE USER GUIDE

AD ASTRA NAVIGATION FOR COURSE SCHEDULERS

Description: This user guide shall be used for navigation through the areas of Ad Astra. New efficiencies on
how to improve this procedure are welcome. This procedure assumes the user has appropriate security setup
in Ad Astra based on their College/Department. Any questions regarding access to Ad Astra or this procedure
should be brought to the attention of the Associate Registrar for Classroom Utilization and Management.
Should updates be needed, this procedure is housed in the RAR Shared Drive at the following location:
Registration and Academic Records > Shared Documents > Class Scheduling > Procedures > AD ASTRA
NAVIGATION FOR COURSE SCHEDULERS.

Note: Security role assignments are required for schedulers and provided by RAR. The ability to edit certain
actions in Ad Astra will shift at times for course schedulers depending on the time of academic year and the
phase of the schedule book process. There will be times when the scheduler will not be able to edit any room
locations (during RAR optimization) or have access to GP classrooms to place classes in an area other than
their region. To view the details of this process, please go to the Class Schedule Development Guide (located
on the Ad Astra Training website), turn to the Ad Astra section, and look for “The Course Scheduling Cycle”
section.
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SECTION 1: Accessing the Ad Astra Tool

PART 1: Website URL’s. Open the following websites to access Ad Astra:

Production- https://astraschedule.uh.edu/Astra00730/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx

The production site manages live information on academics/events and is where you will spend most of your time
updating room locations for your courses as appropriate. You are able to access Ad Astra via this web address using any
web browser, tablet (iPad), or smart phone that has access to the internet, but you must have security set-up with RAR.

Note: If you need to practice in Astra or to train, please visit the development website of Ad Astra found here:
Development- http://psastrald.uhs.uh.edu/Astra00730d/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx. The development site is strictly a
practice site you can use without fear as you learn Ad Astra or try new actions in the future. To use the development
site, you must have security set up and either be on campus or VPN/remote access to your work computer as it is behind
the UH firewall.

In either the production or development websites, should you click on something that you do not have the security to
view or if an error occurs, click on the “University of Houston” logo (as seen in the picture below) to get back to the
home page.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON <

Access Denied
Protected Resource
You currently do not have parmission to sccess this resaurce. Contact your admemstrator of you reguire sddibionsl parmasssons.
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https://astraschedule.uh.edu/Astra00730/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx
http://psastra1d.uhs.uh.edu/Astra00730d/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx

PART 2: Login Credentials. The first time you login to Ad Astra, your login credentials will be as follows:
“User Name” — type your seven digit employee ID humber.

“Password” — type your seven digit employee ID number.

Click “Log In”.

During your initial visit, you will be prompted to change your password (image below). From this screen, type your
seven digit employee ID number again under “Password” and type your new password under “New Password”/”Confirm
New Password”. There is no specific format to this new password. However, it cannot be the same as your employee ID
number again. Click “Change Password” once you are ready to complete.

Change Password

Change Your Password

Password:|| |

New Password:| |

Confirm New Password:| |

I Change Password I | Cancel |

Note: If you fail to remember your login information in the future, please contact RAR for assistance. Click “Change
Password” once you are ready to complete.

Last updated 8-16-13 TG



SECTION 2: Components of Ad Astra Website

PART 1: Now that you are logged in, locate the different tabs available for a course scheduler to choose from as shown
below:

G = it 1 Hpuhuggiu Aot Foit t A-g = Astra Schedule - Avira Home

Fidlg  Edit Wiew Favories  Tools  Heip

2 pagsr [ PEOPLESORT PASS UH Sy i Yahoo! M ov ) v mm v Pagev Safetyw Tockw i
UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON
1234567
ASTRAKOME  CALENDARS  ACADEMICS  RESOURCES  EVENTS  PEOPLE  RERDATING
E

A. Astra Home- May provide important date reminders, top 5 favorite report links, and other shortcuts. This
feature will be implemented in a future installation.
B. Calendar- Provides a listing of every scheduled event in the system and also allows you to filter specific areas or
features, search for available rooms, etc.
“Scheduling Calendars” Link
“Available Rooms” Link
C. Academics- Provides a viewable listing of every course offered by the University of Houston from the Spring
2013 term forward. Colleges/Departments will only have the ability to edit room locations of courses that
belong to their College/Department. Filtering via term, subject, course, instructor, building, room, etc. is also
available.
“Sections” Link
D. Resources- Provides a list of every building and room that has ever been used for class scheduling at some point.
Therefore, not all rooms on campus are present. However, as the need arises new buildings and rooms can
easily be added into Astra as scheduling needs are approved.
“Rooms” Link
E. Events- Provides a view only list of all events currently scheduled in Astra 7.5.
“Events” Link
F. People- Provides a view only list of the “People” (users like you) and “Customers” (only used for events) that
have been entered into Astra 7.5.
“People” Link
G. Reporting- Astra 7.5 came with over 130 canned reports. Some reports are not related to academic scheduling
at all, but access to view and run all reports is currently available to you should you have an appropriate
use/need.
“Reports” Link
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PART 2: Locate and click on the “Calendar” tab and then the “Scheduling Calendars” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ARTRA HOmL TALLNOARS ACACAMICE MEEIUA LN el Ta rESLE AprcaTamg

Catgnde  Ichaduling Calendes Assdable Mopms

- Calendars
W] Enterprise Calendars
(] ot Cuietee
j Scheduling Cabendars
= vimm @uily; reakly or monitly calendany, reEsurs gode end sy s
T Avallabike Rooms

et ¥ marth b msmelaide ey and imrouies

A. Once you enter the calendar, verify you are looking at the correct day(s). Astra always defaults to the current
day. If you need to update your view to a different day, click the calandar icon highlighted in yellow and click on

the appropriate day.

H E B 83

Calendar Grid List Search

z/a/2012 B
1 July, 2013 3

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
30 1 2 3 4 35 &
Agnes Arnold Auditorium AUD1 ], 3 10 11 12 13
Agnes Arnold Auditorium AUDZ 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Agnes Arnold Hall 10 GP CLASSE 21 22 23 24 23 26 27

Agnes Arncld Hall 101 NO CLasy 28 23 30 21 1 2 3

Agnes Arncld Hall 104 GP CLASS 4 5 &8 7 &8 510

Agnes Arnold Hall 106 GP CLASS Today: July 8, 2013

Annes Arnnld Hall 108 GP 1 ASSROOIM

B. There are many different views the scheduling calendar can take. Asthe UH campus is so large, some options
are more efficient than others. Here is what is available:
a. Day, Week, or Month- The Astra calendar will default to a day view, but you have the option to change
the view of weekly or monthing by clicking one of the following tabs highlighted in yellow.

DAY

WEEK (Recommended View)
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b. Calendar, Grid, or List- The Astra calendar will default to a calendar view, but you have the option to
change the view of of a grid or a list by clicking one of the following tabs highlighted in yellow.

CALENDAR

GRID (Recommeded View)
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LIST (No Example Provided as View is Not Recommeded)

C. Asthere are so many academic class and events listed, click on the “Edit Search Filter” to narrow down
selections.

Ml Sectons and AR Events bn 2l roers

G CAl i Ded

Posca, Laby D4, )

TEE | BN | NN | XN IIEN 0 DN IPW o 3 TP D APW 0 SR 6PN | T

gpes Aol busborta= 4001 9P KETER
Mgz e S TR F TR =i arme [ oeene
gnar Al ot 0 S UESCE S

g Rk ! 0 I LASES - TESTR

a. Once the filter is open, select all appropriate items you wish to filter by:
Building.
Region.
Room.
Room Type.
Capacity.
Section (Academic).
Department (Not Used).
Subject (ACCT, ECON, etc.)
Course (Must choose subject to used item. ACCT 2331, etc.)
Instructor.
Resource (Not Currently Used).
Events.
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Warywords: | |

Location
Cmmnplass !uH |

[ i e [[ Al n |
R

[an ]

Moo Type:

[am -

Capacity: [l -

S Vs

=] Show Sections

Dimpm bk Al v!

Sulajmck: all wr|

T et fan -...-I

Instructor: | Al ]

[+ Show Exams

Resnurs s

€<

Cwanks

[#] Show Cvanis

Ewanl

[an |

Typms
Customar |

Ty [ & |
Cusmbaammrs

All -

L] Featveed iy
Minsting r —
Status: Lan s

[+ Show Holidays
] Show Announcasmants

] show usage Controbs

b. Once all appropriate items selected, click “View Calendar” to populate results.

Sections
[+ show Sections
Dcpanment.-i_::iél \--_I

Sulifret:  [ACCT W)

Conarie: [accT 2338 W

Instroctor |'-:_|' -\_!_'l

[ Sl Exmims

Hesources

Resuurcs Category: a0 b
Resaurce Type: [am )

Hesource: [an ]

—_—

Status: Al b

Options

[+ Stiw Hulidays
L" Show Announcements

[ show usage Controls

Resource Group{s):

T additional Signature Bequired +

O Audio fVisual Dept+
L] catering+
U] Facitities s

O pa ricing

D. You can also setup a filter in the calendar area to have the same prefered view every time you enter the
calendar area (ideal if you only care about a specific region of campus). To create a filter, take the following
actions:

a. Create the view you prefer (example: Grid view selected, Weekly view selected, with filter set to the
CLASS region, and not showing events).

[—
= A
i
[ - -
Cupacityn [&m ] | Fraauariall By
Hsnking 1o 1
Saatum sl
CTE— r—
[E T T~
- e
IEpAMMANET 4l W - ok
il -
Sulsjecti - i | il ARG US STHE T
[rym—— AN Shows Usags Comtrobs
Ersbrusiae | & =

I Show Cxama
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b. Click on “Manage Filters” in the top right portion of your screen.

Manage Filters

Type the name you wish your default calendar view to have, and click on “Set As Default”, and click save.

Save Calendar

J Save current calendar settings as:

|CLF~.55 Cefault Calendar ><| Set As Default

d. To delete afilter, click on “Manage Filters” again, and click on the red stop sign.

Calendar Status
CLASS Default Calendar Default ﬁ
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PART 3: Please Locate and click on the “Calendars” tab and then click the “Available rooms” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ASTRA HOME CALENDARS AMNALYTICS ACADEMICS RESOURCES EVENTS P

Activity Calendar | Scheduling Calendars | Available Rooms

Calendars
Enterprize Calendars

Activity Calendar

View activity calendar.

.—_Eﬁ Scheduling Calendars

View daily, weekly or monthly calendars, rescurce grids and activity lists.

.ﬁ-?;l Available Rooms

Search for available reoms and resources

Note: If you already have the “Scheduling Calendars” link open, then you can just click on the “Available Rooms” link or
the “Search” box to enter the same location.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ASTRA HOME CALENDARS ANALYTICS ACADEMICS RESOURCES EVENTS PECQPLE REPORTING

Activity Calendar Scheduling Calendars = Available Rooms

All Sections and All Events in all rooms

H A B B

Calendar Grid List Search

Bay g/15/201z EH | [ ' s-=r<h

Daily View

Thursday, August 1
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A. Once you enter the available room tool, click on the green “Add New” box to enter the date(s) and time that you

need.

ASTRA HOME CALENDARS

Activity Calendar | Scheduling €

Available Room and Res

Calendar Grid List Se

Meeting(s) -

Add New *required

Search Dates

B. Please type out all the appropriate meeting time and date information that you are specifically needing a space
for. There are two different areas to enter information. One is for a single meeting and the other is for
recurring meetings. When you have entered all appropriate information, click ok.

Note: The example below selected a single meeting start/end time and date. You may use the tab and/or arrow
keys on your keyboard or simply type and use your mouse to click each box if you prefer.

® Single Meeting
start Time:
Start Date: &
) Recurring Meeting

start

Day Pattern

® paily @ Ever day(s)
{:} weekly -::} Every weekday

) Monthly

Yearly

Date Range

Start Date: =

(® End After: CCCUMTences

O End pate: =
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C. Now you are ready to narrow down the possible room locations that are open by using the filter options. This is
not required, but as the campus is so large, filtering down your results may be needed. You may click the edit
(pencil) icon for each of the following filters or type a capacity:

Locations

Field Filter Edit

Campus Any rd
And Building Any &
And Region Any L
And Room Any &
And Room Type Any L
And Feature Any Fd
And Capacity Between I:I and I:l

a. Campus- Always UH.
b. Building- Any building used for scheduling academic sections or currently approved for scheduling events
using Ad Astra. You may select as many buildings as you wish, and click “ok”.

Building Filters x
Agnes Arnold
Auditorium L

Agnes Arncld Hall

[&]

Architecture Bldg

[&]

Athletic Facility

O O

Bates Law Bldg W

c. Region- This feature is typically used by schedulers as each code represents a specific college or department.
However, the GPC region (General Purpose Classrooms) may be useful as most events scheduled in Astra
typically land in one of these rooms).

Region Filters %
[ ] Eouc ~
[] ENGR
GPC
[] HON
[] HRMA W

]

12
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d. Room- If you have a few specific rooms in mind, then this is the right filter for you. You may select as many
rooms as you wish, and click “ok”.

=—

Room Filters x
Agnes Arncld ~
Auditorium AUD1 - GP
AUDITORIUM
CLASSROOM

Agnes Arnold

Auditorium AUDZ - GP
AUDITORIUM

CLASSROOM

Agnes Arncold Hall 10 -
GP CLASSROOM W

Agnes Arnold Hall 101 -

e. Room Type- Auditorium, Lecture Classroom, Laboratory, Conference Room, etc.

Room Type Filters =
COMPUTER. LAB
el

COMFERENCE ROOM
[ ] FACULTY ROOM
[] FOOD FAC. SERVICE

[ | LABORATORY

LECTURE CLASSR.OOM

f. Feature- If you need a room with a data projector, a computer station for power point presentation, prefer
whiteboards over chalkboards (or vice versa), etc., then investigate all the features we have to assist getting
you the exact type of room you need.

=

Feature Filters x

Chalkboard

e
Computer
[] Computer Lab
[ | Data Port
Data Projector

LY
1 Narumant Camars

g. Capacity- Finds you rooms with the seating capacity you are look for. Please note that if you pick a capacity
between 1 and 75, the results will only show rooms with a capacity of 1 to 75. For example, if you are
looking for a room that seats 75, be sure to pick a max capacity large enough to provide you with multiple
options, such as a max capacity of 120 which would still reach a 60% utilization score. In other words, rooms
with capacities above 75 would not show up if you select only 1 to 75. Instead choose 1 to 120 for more
options or whatever is appropriate for your needs.

Note: At this time we do not use the “Equipment and Services” area filters.

13
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D. After all appropriate filters are selected, please click on green search button to view all open room possibilities.

Meeting(s)

‘—'—-— ‘ 1st: Add new meeting time by clicking "add New". E

Search Dates
Thu 8/15/2013 01:00 PM - 02:00 PM

Search Filters v

Search For: | Locations

Locations
Field
Campus
And Building
And Regicn
And Room
And Room Type
And Feature
And Capacity

Search Results

v
Filter Edit
Any L4
Any 7
Equals GPC 7 @

Any

‘ 2nd: Select all appropriate filters. .

&
Any of Chalkboard, Computer, DEV . d
Batween and

3rd Click Search | [Ty I Iy

Room Capacity Room Type A
Agnes Arncld Hall 10 GP CLASSROOM B 42 LECTURE CLASSROOM

- . 4th: Review all
A A H 104 GP CLASSROOM o4 LECTURE CLASSROOM
Sle=s sl results to meet room

Agnes Arncld Hall 106 GP CLASSROOM B I Space nee{js' 73 LECTURE CLASSROOM

Agnes Arncld Hall 108 GP CLASSROOM B / 73 LECTURE CLASSROOM

Agnes Arncld Hall 11 GP CLASSR.OOM B 40 LECTURE CLASSROOM

Agnes Arncld Hall 110 GP CLASSROOM B 10z LECTURE CLASSROOM

Agnes Arncld Hall 12 GP CLASSROOM B 40 LECTURE CLASSROOM v

Note: Schedulers may use the recurring feature to possibly look for open rooms for seminars or even classes.
Other staff, faculty, and eventually even students can use this feature to search for an open room prior to

requesting an event space. You may even print your possible space for future reference, but note that updates
are made constantly in the Astra Scheduler.
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PART 4: Locate and click on the “Academics” tab and then the “Sections” link.

A. To scroll from page to page, click on the arrow symbols as appropriate as seen highlighted in yellow below.
UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON
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B. You have the ability export the data you are viewing from this screen (current page or all pages). To do so, click
the excel icon next to the bottom/center of this page. Then click on “All pages” or “This page” depending on
your need.

. i e i . . PR
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All pages

This page
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C. Initially, Ad Astra only lists 25 course sections per page. Ad Astra allows up to 200 records per page. To allow
for more records per page, click on the drop down at the bottom/center of the page next to the word “Show”.
Now click on the desired number of records you wish to see (25, 50, 100, 150, or 200).
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D. You have the ability to add additional columns and/or group your list by a specific field. To start, your list will
initially only show Course/Section, Days Met, Start Date, End Date, Start Time, End Time, Room, Term, and
Cross-List. It is suggested that you to add Section Title, Building Code, Building Name, Meeting Type,
Enroliment, and Max Enrollment fields to your default list (leave “Section Id, Section Meeting Id, SIS Key, Adj
Max Enrollment, and Census Enrollment” unchecked. To do so, take the following actions:

a. First, click on the drop down arrow next to any field in the list (Example: Place mouse icon over
“Course/Section” and click on drop down arrow that appears.)
b. Second, click on the “Columns” arrow.
Third, click on the extra fields that you feel is appropriate.
i
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After all fields are listed that you wish, you now have the option to group the list by an individual field.
To do so, click the drop down arrow on the field you wish to group by and then click on “Group By This
Field”.

oo
Building [Jﬂ Campus Type

= Agnes ‘%l Sort A=zcending L]

LA il Sort Descending |

AlA 1
B4 Columns P o Z2nd l
=l Agnes -

5 cromoyirios AT
AH ||i| By This Fisld &8/, - noom

AH Show in Groups LAB
AH UH LECTURE CLASSROOM
AH LUH LECTURE CLASSROOM

Note: To undo any items selected, follow the same steps and unclick what you chose previously to go
back to the original view.

E. The “Filter” option is available for use on the left side of the page. You must click the check box for all filters you
are interested in applying and click search at the bottom of the screen to produce results.

=

Your “Filter” options are:

a.

T oQe "o o 0o

Keyword- You type text here to narrow down choices (Ex: Type ACCT and click search).
Start Date.

End Date.

Days Met- If you only want to see classes held on a specific day or days, then use this filter.
Invalid Mtg. Pattern- Not currently used.

Arranged- Not currently used.

Is Exam- Not currently used.

View Section- Not currently used.

View Meeting- Always use as default.

Term- All terms from Spring 2013 forward will be available.
1l

Term + = |:| Fall 2013
Al 7] Spring 2013
Subject = O] Summer 2013

17
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k. Subject- All Subject codes for courses created in PeopleSoft listed.

ATl e
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Course BOCT
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Instructor v AMER
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I.  Course- All courses created in PeopleSoft listed.
Course lm e sarch ik H
Mﬁi;ll:'
o AREEMT
SRS ARG
Sulldag TR accTam
: SLCT 2302
ACCT 2337

ACCT 130T

¥
t
1
|
L}
1
i
1
|
ACECT 3388 I
1
T
BCCT Y50 v
ACCT 33T .I

# Rl 180= 00 6T 5004 )
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m. Instructor.

n. Campus- Always defaults to UH.
Building- Provides check box of every building in Astra.
Building ] En-_el|j search text o x|
Al [C] Agnes Arnold Auditorium ~ :
Region +/[«| [0 Agnes Arnold Hall J
Al [C] Architecture Bidg q
Room Type |~ |:| Athletic Facility 1
Al [T] Bates Law Bidg 1
[C] cameron Bidg i
[] Campus Recreation & Wellness Ctr :
[] ceme Hall !
[T] Classrooms & Business Bldg 4
[T] Cclinical Research Center 1
[T] Clinical Research Serv. Annex 1
[] Ccommunications Bidg Vi
p. Room- Provides check box of every room in Astra.
11 AL LoD IV LCL 1= miy WNEINEZY 1.
Room +/12) | Enter search text X
Al [[] Agnes Arnold Auditorium AUD - GP AUDTORIUM CL...
|:| Agnes Arnold Auditerium AUDZ - GP AUDITORIUK CL... ~
|:| Agnes Arnold Hall 10 - GP CLASSROOM
D Agnes Armnold Hall 101 - NO CLASSES - TESTING LAB
[] Agnes Arncld Hall 104 - GP CLASSROOM
[] Agnes Arnold Hall 106 - GP CLASSROOM
[] Agnes Arnold Hall 108 - GP CLASSROOM
D Agnes Arnold Hall 11 - GP CLASSROOM v

Last updated 8-16-13 TG



F. If you have a certain set of subjects, courses, buildings, rooms, etc. you wish to be your default view every time,
you have the option to create multiple filters and set a default. Having a filter for each term may come in handy.

To better explain, lets act as if you are a scheduler in charge of only Economics courses for the Fall 2013 term
and you want that set as your default view when you open this screen each time. To do so, take the following

steps:

a. Select the appropriate filters and click search.
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b. At the bottom left of the screen, click on the save disk icon.

{custom)

c. Type any name you like to identify your filter (in this example for Economics Fall 2013 classes only), click
on “Set as Default Filter”, and click ok.

P

[

Filter

= = I =

=

SEC 206 -G... Fall 2013
i} Sawve Filter

Mame:

Set as Default
Filter:

Economics Fall 2013 d

Ok | Cancel

Microeconomic Principle

Eipl
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d. Youmay now select other criteria and create as many additional filters as you like without selecting the
“Set as Default Filter”. Again, when you open this screen your default filter will automatically open. To
open an additional filter you created, click the appropriate down arrow on the bottom left of your
screen as highlighted below, click the desired filter name, and finally click search to view your desired
results.

Economics Fall 2013
Economics Spring 2013

Economics Summer 2013

Economice Summer 2013 w | v

e. To change the default filter to another previously created filter, click the wrench icon as seen below,
click the appropriate check box of your preferred default filter, and click ok.

Economics Fall 2013
Economics Spring 2013
Economics Summer 2013

Economics Summer 2013 ﬁv u

KA

Manage Filters

T MName Dvefault Filter

4 » Econcmics Summer 2013 g

§ % Economics Fall 2013 A\ :
4 ¥ Econemics Spring 2013 [ s
A P
:_ | oK | | Cancel | i

Note: If needed, click on the red X from this screen to delete a previously created filter.
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PART 5: Locate and click on the “Resources” tab and then the “Rooms” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

1234567

ASTRA HOME CALEMDARS ACATEMICE REEJMURCES EVENTS PEQFLE REPCRTING

Rosrn  Eguipenant & Swvices  Hobifiatno List
Resources
Erorwsn & ManAQE physical resausess oF strviets available threagh Astra Sehedule, insluding buildings,

fanms, Aquinmant, faad, catering and othear spasial senices.

g e |

Vigw and manage your heam resouries

Halp: Hegourey

W Fquipment & Services

Vigw ang manage your aquipmary

[ | Motification List

&, dany and raqis

BLRCE fedqliaEts

A. To scroll from page to page, click on the arrow symbols as appropriate as seen highlighted in yellow below.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ASTRA HOME CALENDARS ACADEMICS RESOURCES EVENTS PEDOLE RESCORTING
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Foom Number: m@ Buklng Co_ Campus  Tyoe Capacty
i Z AH UK ROHELASS LAB 1
a0 &H Ui LLCTURL CLASSRIOM 7]
BN 00 - I CLASSRO0N B AH UK LECTURE CLASSROOM Ta
Euilding Al
A LB - CF CLASSROON ™ AH UH LECTURE CLASSROOM 73
M1l . g8 cLASSROON = &H Ul LECTURE CLASSRIOM L[]
Riegaan = AN 1V - I CLASSROON = &H UK LECTURE C1LASSROOM 108
- & 1. G SEROOH = #H UK LECTURE CLASSROCM 40
Hoom Type i M 15 . 8 CLASSRDON = &H Ui LLCTURL CLASSRIOM L
BN - P CLATSROOM AH UK LECTURE CLASSROOM ]
A 2 P CLAS W AH UK LECTURE CLASSROCM 42
1 I Hed &H Ul LECTURE CLASSRIOM *
A 202 - P CLASSRO0N = &H UK LECTURE CLASSROOM 43
A4 M3 - GP CLASSROOY = AH R LECTURE CLASSROCM 1%
A 204 - GP CLASSROOM =T aH U LECTUHE CLASSRIOM ay
B3 205 - I CLASSRO0N B AH UK LECTURE CLASSROOM 19
AH UK ROHCLAZS LAB -}
&H Ul LECTURE CLASSRIOM .
B TT0 = MO CLASES SPECIAL [LAS,, &H UK KONCLARS LAR 40
& 241 - N0 CLASSES OFFICE - N AH UK ROHCLASS OFFICE ]
12 [LAZSES AL GLb BH Ui ROHOLASS LAY o]
BT = M CLASES SPECIAL DLA - AH UK KONCLARS LAR =
A I8 - MO CLASSES EPEdIal Gl AN UK HOHCLASS LAB 5
1 LABSES COMPUTERL  AH Ul HOHOLASS LAY 2
BM 1T < MO CLASSES - WHITNG L, 4H UK KONCLARS LAR -]
& 301 - GP CLASSROOY = AH R LECTURE CLASSROCM 44
[t ot m j4 A Page O iod4 Ll.hl M smew M0 resuss = [0

Biext Page
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B. You have the ability export the data you are viewing from this screen (current page or all pages). To do so,
click the excel icon next to the bottom/center of this page. Then click on “All pages” or “This page” depending
on your need.
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This page

A. Initially, Ad Astra only lists 25 items/records/rooms per page. Ad Astra allows up to 200 records per page. To
allow for more records per page, click on the drop down at the bottom/center of the page next to the word
“Show”. Now click on the desired number of records you wish to see (25, 50, 100, 150, or 200).
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B. You have the ability to add additional columns and/or group your list by a specific field. To start, your list will

initially only show Room, Building code, Campus, Room Type, and Capacity. It is suggested that you to add
Building Name, Name, Number, and Description fields to your default list (leave “Room Id” unchecked). To do
S0, take the following actions:
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a. First, click on the drop down arrow next to any field in the list (Example: Place mouse icon over “Room”
and click on drop down arrow that appears.)

b. Second, click on the “Columns™ arrow.
Third, click on the extra fields that you feel is appropriate (Room ID is internal to the Astra database and
unusable for your needs).

mLink
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EH ~GRCLA B AH Agees Ao Hal iH |ECTURE CLASSRNOM 14 GPCLASS . % QFNFRAL MIRPDSE CLASSAOOMN

d. After all fields are listed that you wish, you now have the option to group the list by an individual field.
To do so, click the drop down arrow on the field you wish to group by and then click on “Group By This

Field”.
I Room List
Building Campus Type
= Agnes ‘%l Sort A=zcending L}
AbA il sort Descending |
AAA
Columns
= Agne
AH
AH Show in Groups LAB
AH UH LECTURE CLASSROOM
AH UH LECTURE CLASSROOM

Note: To undo any items selected, follow the same steps and unclick what you chose previously to go
back to the original view.
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C. The “Filter” option is available for use on the left side of the page. You must click the check box for all filters you

are interested in applying and click search at the bottom of the screen to produce results.

==

Your “Filter” options are:

a. Campus- Always defaults to UH.
b. Building- Provides check box of every building in Astra.

Building

Al

Region

Al

Room Type

Al

c. Region- Provides check box of every region in Ad Astra (source of what belongs in each region is
updatable by region owner).

Region
Al
Room Type

A
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d. Room Type- It is critical to study the room type options and what has been identified as the proper room
type for rooms in your region.

Wemm Type

D. If you have a certain set of buildings, rooms, or regions you wish to be your default view every time, you have

L SR R et L
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THEATRE

the option to create multiple filters and set a default. To better explain, let act as if you are from the “Business

Region” and are only interested in viewing “Lecture Classrooms” as your default view when you open this

screen. To do so, take the following steps:

a. Select the appropriate filters and click search (picture on next page).
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b. At the bottom left of the screen, click on the save disk icon.

Save current filker selections

c. Type any name you like to identify your filter (in this example for Business Lecture Classrooms only),
click on “Set as Default Filter”, and click ok.

B Save Filter

i2g| Filter Hame: Buisness Lecture Classrooms b
Set as Default

» Filter:

12

13 | oK || Cancel |

1.4 FEREDOAT OITODAEE T A0

d. You may now select other criteria and create as many additional filters as you like without selecting the
“Set as Default Filter”. Again, when you open this screen your default filter will automatically open. To
open an additional filter you created, click the appropriate down arrow on the bottom left of your
screen as highlighted below, click the desired filter name, and finally click search to view your desired
results.

Buisness Lecture Classrooms
Buisness All Rooms In Region

Buisness Conference Rooms

Buisness Conference Hooms .~ v| ﬁ

e. To change the default filter to another previously created filter, click the wrench icon as seen below,
click the appropriate check box of your preferred default filter, and click ok.

Buisness Lecture Classrooms
Buisness All Rooms In Region

Buisness Conference Rooms

Buisness Conference Rooms 8w ﬁ
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Manage Filters

Name

¥ Buizness Conference Rooms
X Buizness All Rooms In Region

X Buizness Lecture Classrooms

Ok

Default Fitter

Cancel

Note: If needed, click on the red X from this screen to delete a previously created filter.
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PART 6: Locate and click on the “Events” tab and then the “Events” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

A45TRA HOME CALENDARS ACADEMICS RESOURCES EVENTS FEOPRLE REPORTING

Events = Notification List

Events
View, create, and schedule special events and meetings.

Events
s View and manage your Events.

At this time, only RAR has the ability to create events. Electronic event request forms are currently being produced by
the Auxiliary Office along with deciding how the University should move forward with event scheduling in Astra. GP
classroom event request will follow the exact same process prior to Ad Astra. It is critical for you to be able to know
where the event list is located and some basic navigation to find an upcoming event.

The event list simply shows the event name, status (complete, incomplete, tentative), start/end dates, start/end times,
the location, and the scheduler who entered the event.

Event Lkt i
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HHEX e Senan ] BNt 7 k) w364l 1Ee AU Sopnce § Ergieerng Canar. G fromm

i 2 AP Seran v Al 1200 40 120

Finally, there are many filters that you can use to assist in locating an event. Remember, Astra only allows 200 records
per page. Once we start entering lots of event, you will need to familiarize yourself with filter use to reduce the list.
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PART 7: Locate and click on the “People” tab and then the “People” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON
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This area simply shares with you who has been listed in Ad Astra or who may still need to be provided appropriate
access if not listed.
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PART 8: Locate and click on the “Reporting” tab and then the “Reports” link.

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ASTRA HOME CALENDARS ACADEMICS RESOURCES EWVENTS FPEOPLE REPORTING
FReports
.= Reporting
-_—r Access or Mmanage reports on Astra Schedule rescurce and activity data.
- Reports
Wicw =nd mansge reports.

As time permits and we move forward in Ad Astra, appropriate data will begin to populate these reports. Feel free to

filter by the report groups to possibly locate a useful report.
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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE USER GUIDE



AD ASTRA NAVIGATION FOR COURSE SCHEDULERS



Description:  This user guide shall be used for navigation through the areas of Ad Astra. New efficiencies on how to improve this procedure are welcome.  This procedure assumes the user has appropriate security setup in Ad Astra based on their College/Department.  Any questions regarding access to Ad Astra or this procedure should be brought to the attention of the Associate Registrar for Classroom Utilization and Management.  Should updates be needed, this procedure is housed in the RAR Shared Drive at the following location: Registration and Academic Records > Shared Documents > Class Scheduling > Procedures > AD ASTRA  NAVIGATION FOR COURSE SCHEDULERS.

Note:  Security role assignments are required for schedulers and provided by RAR.  The ability to edit certain actions in Ad Astra will shift at times for course schedulers depending on the time of academic year and the phase of the schedule book process.  There will be times when the scheduler will not be able to edit any room locations (during RAR optimization) or have access to GP classrooms to place classes in an area other than their region.  To view the details of this process, please go to the Class Schedule Development Guide (located on the Ad Astra Training website), turn to the Ad Astra section, and look for “The Course Scheduling Cycle” section.

SECTION 1:  Accessing the Ad Astra Tool 

	PART 1:  Website URL’s. Page 2

	PART 2:  Login Credentials. Page 3

SECTION 2:  Components of Ad Astra Website

PART 1:  Ad Astra basic layout summary. Page 4
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PART 3:  Available Rooms link layout summary. Page 10

PART 4:  Academics tab layout summary. Page 15

PART 5:  Resources tab layout summary. Page 21

PART 6:  Events tab layout summary. Page 28

PART 7:  People tab layout summary. Page 29

PART 8:  Reporting tab layout summary. Page 30



SECTION 1:  Accessing the Ad Astra Tool 

PART 1:  Website URL’s. Open the following websites to access Ad Astra: 

Production-  https://astraschedule.uh.edu/Astra00730/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx

The production site manages live information on academics/events and is where you will spend most of your time updating room locations for your courses as appropriate.  You are able to access Ad Astra via this web address using any web browser, tablet (iPad), or smart phone that has access to the internet, but you must have security set-up with RAR.



Note:  If you need to practice in Astra or to train, please visit the development website of Ad Astra found here:  Development-  http://psastra1d.uhs.uh.edu/Astra00730d/Portal/GuestPortal.aspx.  The development site is strictly a practice site you can use without fear as you learn Ad Astra or try new actions in the future.  To use the development site, you must have security set up and either be on campus or VPN/remote access to your work computer as it is behind the UH firewall.

In either the production or development websites, should you click on something that you do not have the security to view or if an error occurs, click on the “University of Houston” logo (as seen in the picture below) to get back to the home page.

[image: ]





















PART 2:  Login Credentials. The first time you login to Ad Astra, your login credentials will be as follows:

“User Name” – type your seven digit employee ID number.

“Password” – type your seven digit employee ID number.

Click “Log In”.

During your initial visit, you will be prompted to change your password (image below).  From this screen, type your seven digit employee ID number again under “Password” and type your new password under “New Password”/”Confirm New Password”.  There is no specific format to this new password.  However, it cannot be the same as your employee ID number again.  Click “Change Password” once you are ready to complete.

[image: ]

Note:  If you fail to remember your login information in the future, please contact RAR for assistance.  Click “Change Password” once you are ready to complete.

























SECTION 2:  Components of Ad Astra Website

PART 1:  Now that you are logged in, locate the different tabs available for a course scheduler to choose from as shown below:

[image: ]

A. Astra Home- May provide important date reminders, top 5 favorite report links, and other shortcuts.  This feature will be implemented in a future installation.

B. Calendar- Provides a listing of every scheduled event in the system and also allows you to filter specific areas or features, search for available rooms, etc.

· “Scheduling Calendars” Link

· “Available Rooms” Link

C. Academics- Provides a viewable listing of every course offered by the University of Houston from the Spring 2013 term forward.  Colleges/Departments will only have the ability to edit room locations of courses that belong to their College/Department.  Filtering via term, subject, course, instructor, building, room, etc. is also available.

· “Sections” Link

D. Resources- Provides a list of every building and room that has ever been used for class scheduling at some point.  Therefore, not all rooms on campus are present.  However, as the need arises new buildings and rooms can easily be added into Astra as scheduling needs are approved.

· “Rooms” Link

E. Events- Provides a view only list of all events currently scheduled in Astra 7.5.

· “Events” Link

F. People- Provides a view only list of the “People” (users like you) and “Customers” (only used for events) that have been entered into Astra 7.5.

· “People” Link

G. Reporting- Astra 7.5 came with over 130 canned reports.  Some reports are not related to academic scheduling at all, but access to view and run all reports is currently available to you should you have an appropriate use/need.

· “Reports” Link









PART 2:  Locate and click on the “Calendar” tab and then the “Scheduling Calendars” link.

[image: ]

A. Once you enter the calendar, verify you are looking at the correct day(s).  Astra always defaults to the current day.  If you need to update your view to a different day,  click the calandar icon highlighted in yellow and click on the appropriate day.

[image: ]

B. There are many different views the scheduling calendar can take.  As the UH campus is so large, some options are more efficient than others.  Here is what is available:

a. Day, Week, or Month- The Astra calendar will default to a day view, but you have the option to change the view of weekly or monthing by clicking one of the following tabs highlighted in yellow.

DAY 

[image: ]

WEEK (Recommended View)

[image: ]



MONTH

[image: ]

b. Calendar, Grid, or List- The Astra calendar will default to a calendar view, but you have the option to change the view of of a grid or a list by clicking one of the following tabs highlighted in yellow. 

CALENDAR

[image: ]



GRID (Recommeded View)

[image: ]

LIST (No Example Provided as View is Not Recommeded)

C. As there are so many academic class and events listed, click on the “Edit Search Filter” to narrow down selections.

[image: ]



a. Once the filter is open, select all appropriate items you wish to filter by:

· Building.

· Region.

· Room.

· Room Type.

· Capacity.

· Section (Academic).

· Department (Not Used).

· Subject (ACCT, ECON, etc.)

· Course (Must choose subject to used item.  ACCT 2331, etc.)

· Instructor.

· Resource (Not Currently Used).

· Events.

[image: ]

b. Once all appropriate items selected, click “View Calendar” to populate results.

[image: ]

D. You can also setup a filter in the calendar area to have the same prefered view every time you enter the calendar area (ideal if you only care about a specific region of campus).  To create a filter, take the following actions:

a.  Create the view you prefer (example:  Grid view selected, Weekly view selected, with filter set to the CLASS region, and not showing events).

[image: ]

b. Click on “Manage Filters” in the top right portion of your screen.

[image: ]



c. Type the name you wish your default calendar view to have, and click on “Set As Default”, and click save.

[image: ]

d. To delete a filter, click on “Manage Filters” again, and click on the red stop sign.
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PART 3:  Please Locate and click on the “Calendars” tab and then click the “Available rooms” link.  

[image: ]

Note:  If you already have the “Scheduling Calendars” link open, then you can just click on the “Available Rooms” link or the “Search” box to enter the same location. 

[image: ]

A. Once you enter the available room tool, click on the green “Add New” box to enter the date(s) and time that you need.

[image: ]



B. Please type out all the appropriate meeting time and date information that you are specifically needing a space for.  There are two different areas to enter information.  One is for a single meeting and the other is for recurring meetings.  When you have entered all appropriate information, click ok.



Note:  The example below selected a single meeting start/end time and date.  You may use the tab and/or arrow keys on your keyboard or simply type and use your mouse to click each box if you prefer.

[image: ]

C. Now you are ready to narrow down the possible room locations that are open by using the filter options.  This is not required, but as the campus is so large, filtering down your results may be needed.  You may click the edit (pencil) icon for each of the following filters or type a capacity:

[image: ]

a. Campus- Always UH.

b. Building- Any building used for scheduling academic sections or currently approved for scheduling events using Ad Astra.  You may select as many buildings as you wish, and click “ok”.

[image: ]

c. Region- This feature is typically used by schedulers as each code represents a specific college or department.  However, the GPC region (General Purpose Classrooms) may be useful as most events scheduled in Astra typically land in one of these rooms).

[image: ]













d. Room- If you have a few specific rooms in mind, then this is the right filter for you.  You may select as many rooms as you wish, and click “ok”.

[image: ]

e. Room Type- Auditorium, Lecture Classroom, Laboratory, Conference Room, etc.

[image: ]

f. Feature-  If you need a room with a data projector, a computer station for power point presentation, prefer whiteboards over chalkboards (or vice versa), etc., then investigate all the features we have to assist getting you the exact type of room you need.

[image: ]

g. Capacity- Finds you rooms with the seating capacity you are look for.  Please note that if you pick a capacity between 1 and 75, the results will only show rooms with a capacity of 1 to 75.  For example, if you are looking for a room that seats 75, be sure to pick a max capacity large enough to provide you with multiple options, such as a max capacity of 120 which would still reach a 60% utilization score.  In other words, rooms with capacities above 75 would not show up if you select only 1 to 75.  Instead choose 1 to 120 for more options or whatever is appropriate for your needs.

Note:  At this time we do not use the “Equipment and Services” area filters.  

D. After all appropriate filters are selected, please click on green search button to view all open room possibilities. 

[image: ]



Note:   Schedulers may use the recurring feature to possibly look for open rooms for seminars or even classes.  Other staff, faculty, and eventually even students can use this feature to search for an open room prior to requesting an event space.  You may even print your possible space for future reference, but note that updates are made constantly in the Astra Scheduler.





















PART 4:  Locate and click on the “Academics” tab and then the “Sections” link. 

A. To scroll from page to page, click on the arrow symbols as appropriate as seen highlighted in yellow below.

[image: ]



B. You have the ability export the data you are viewing from this screen (current page or all pages).  To do so, click the excel icon next to the bottom/center of this page.  Then click on “All pages” or “This page” depending on your need.



[image: ]

[image: ]



C. Initially, Ad Astra only lists 25 course sections per page.  Ad Astra allows up to 200 records per page.  To allow for more records per page, click on the drop down at the bottom/center of the page next to the word “Show”.  Now click on the desired number of records you wish to see (25, 50, 100, 150, or 200).

[image: ]



D. You have the ability to add additional columns and/or group your list by a specific field.  To start, your list will initially only show Course/Section, Days Met, Start Date, End Date, Start Time, End Time, Room, Term, and Cross-List.  It is suggested that you to add Section Title, Building Code, Building Name, Meeting Type, Enrollment, and Max Enrollment fields to your default list (leave “Section Id, Section Meeting Id, SIS Key, Adj Max Enrollment, and Census Enrollment” unchecked.  To do so, take the following actions:

a. First, click on the drop down arrow next to any field in the list (Example: Place mouse icon over “Course/Section” and click on drop down arrow that appears.)

b. Second, click on the “Columns” arrow.

c. Third, click on the extra fields that you feel is appropriate.

[image: ]

d. After all fields are listed that you wish, you now have the option to group the list by an individual field.  To do so, click the drop down arrow on the field you wish to group by and then click on “Group By This Field”.

[image: ]

Note:  To undo any items selected, follow the same steps and unclick what you chose previously to go back to the original view.



E. The “Filter” option is available for use on the left side of the page.  You must click the check box for all filters you are interested in applying and click search at the bottom of the screen to produce results.

 [image: ]

Your “Filter” options are:

a. Keyword- You type text here to narrow down choices (Ex:  Type ACCT and click search).

b. Start Date.

c. End Date.

d. Days Met- If you only want to see classes held on a specific day or days, then use this filter.

e. Invalid Mtg. Pattern- Not currently used.

f. Arranged- Not currently used.

g. Is Exam- Not currently used.

h. View Section- Not currently used.

i. View Meeting-  Always use as default.

j. Term-  All terms from Spring 2013 forward will be available.

[image: ]







k. Subject- All Subject codes for courses created in PeopleSoft listed.

[image: ]

l. Course- All courses created in PeopleSoft listed.

[image: ]

m. Instructor.

n. Campus- Always defaults to UH.

o. Building- Provides check box of every building in Astra.

[image: ]

p. Room- Provides check box of every room in Astra.

[image: ]

F. If you have a certain set of subjects, courses, buildings, rooms, etc. you wish to be your default view every time, you have the option to create multiple filters and set a default.  Having a filter for each term may come in handy.  To better explain, lets act as if you are a scheduler in charge of only Economics courses for the Fall 2013 term and you want that set as your default view when you open this screen each time.  To do so, take the following steps:

a. Select the appropriate filters and click search.

[image: ]

b. At the bottom left of the screen, click on the save disk icon.

[image: ]

c. Type any name you like to identify your filter (in this example for Economics Fall 2013 classes only), click on “Set as Default Filter”, and click ok.

[image: ]

d. You may now select other criteria and create as many additional filters as you like without selecting the “Set as Default Filter”.  Again, when you open this screen your default filter will automatically open.  To open an additional filter you created, click the appropriate down arrow on the bottom left of your screen as highlighted below, click the desired filter name, and finally click search to view your desired results.

[image: ]

e. To change the default filter to another previously created filter, click the wrench icon as seen below, click the appropriate check box of your preferred default filter, and click ok.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Note:  If needed, click on the red X from this screen to delete a previously created filter.  





















PART 5:  Locate and click on the “Resources” tab and then the “Rooms” link. 

[image: ]

A. To scroll from page to page, click on the arrow symbols as appropriate as seen highlighted in yellow below.

[image: ]



B.  You have the ability export the data you are viewing from this screen (current page or all pages).  To do so, click the excel icon next to the bottom/center of this page.  Then click on “All pages” or “This page” depending on your need.

[image: ][image: ]



A. Initially, Ad Astra only lists 25 items/records/rooms per page.  Ad Astra allows up to 200 records per page.  To allow for more records per page, click on the drop down at the bottom/center of the page next to the word “Show”.  Now click on the desired number of records you wish to see (25, 50, 100, 150, or 200).

[image: ]

B. You have the ability to add additional columns and/or group your list by a specific field.  To start, your list will initially only show Room, Building code, Campus, Room Type, and Capacity.  It is suggested that you to add Building Name, Name, Number, and Description fields to your default list (leave “Room Id” unchecked).  To do so, take the following actions:

a. First, click on the drop down arrow next to any field in the list (Example: Place mouse icon over “Room” and click on drop down arrow that appears.)

b. Second, click on the “Columns” arrow.

c. Third, click on the extra fields that you feel is appropriate (Room ID is internal to the Astra database and unusable for your needs).

[image: ]

d. After all fields are listed that you wish, you now have the option to group the list by an individual field.  To do so, click the drop down arrow on the field you wish to group by and then click on “Group By This Field”.

[image: ]

Note:  To undo any items selected, follow the same steps and unclick what you chose previously to go back to the original view.







C. The “Filter” option is available for use on the left side of the page.  You must click the check box for all filters you are interested in applying and click search at the bottom of the screen to produce results.

 [image: ]

Your “Filter” options are:

a. Campus- Always defaults to UH.

b. Building- Provides check box of every building in Astra.

[image: ]



c. Region- Provides check box of every region in Ad Astra (source of what belongs in each region is updatable by region owner).

[image: ]



























d. Room Type- It is critical to study the room type options and what has been identified as the proper room type for rooms in your region.  

[image: ]

D. If you have a certain set of buildings, rooms, or regions you wish to be your default view every time, you have the option to create multiple filters and set a default.  To better explain, let act as if you are from the “Business Region” and are only interested in viewing “Lecture Classrooms” as your default view when you open this screen.  To do so, take the following steps:

a. Select the appropriate filters and click search (picture on next page).
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b. At the bottom left of the screen, click on the save disk icon.
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c. Type any name you like to identify your filter (in this example for Business Lecture Classrooms only), click on “Set as Default Filter”, and click ok.

[image: ]



d. You may now select other criteria and create as many additional filters as you like without selecting the “Set as Default Filter”.  Again, when you open this screen your default filter will automatically open.  To open an additional filter you created, click the appropriate down arrow on the bottom left of your screen as highlighted below, click the desired filter name, and finally click search to view your desired results.

[image: ]



e. To change the default filter to another previously created filter, click the wrench icon as seen below, click the appropriate check box of your preferred default filter, and click ok.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Note:  If needed, click on the red X from this screen to delete a previously created filter.  





































PART 6:  Locate and click on the “Events” tab and then the “Events” link.

[image: ]

At this time, only RAR has the ability to create events.  Electronic event request forms are currently being produced by the Auxiliary Office along with deciding how the University should move forward with event scheduling in Astra.  GP classroom event request will follow the exact same process prior to Ad Astra.  It is critical for you to be able to know where the event list is located and some basic navigation to find an upcoming event.  

The event list simply shows the event name, status (complete, incomplete, tentative), start/end dates, start/end times, the location, and the scheduler who entered the event.

[image: ]

Finally, there are many filters that you can use to assist in locating an event.  Remember, Astra only allows 200 records per page.  Once we start entering lots of event, you will need to familiarize yourself with filter use to reduce the list.

















PART 7:  Locate and click on the “People” tab and then the “People” link.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

This area simply shares with you who has been listed in Ad Astra or who may still need to be provided appropriate access if not listed.







































PART 8:  Locate and click on the “Reporting” tab and then the “Reports” link.

[image: ]

As time permits and we move forward in Ad Astra, appropriate data will begin to populate these reports.  Feel free to filter by the report groups to possibly locate a useful report.
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