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Spring 2023 Commencement 3

Message from the President

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

Congratulations, class of 2023! Today you graduate with a first-class 
education from one of the nation’s leading universities. We are so 
proud of you for reaching this important milestone.

Over the years, you’ve made new memories and friends, and grown in 
character and wisdom. And now it’s time to take what you’ve learned and go chart a new 
course in the world. I know in my heart that you will do well and make a positive impact 
on our society. 

The support of your family and friends, and the encouragement of your UH faculty, 
advisers and staff have also played a significant part in your success. Thank them for their 
contribution, as we thank you for choosing our university.

UH is the home of world-renowned researchers and professors, award-winning sports and 
academic programs. The knowledge and experience you’ve gained here have prepared you 
to rise to the top in your field. Many graduates who have come before you have earned 
national recognition and highly esteemed awards and honors for their work. And now 
you’re joining this great class of alumni. Congratulations! I know you will make us proud.

With my best wishes for a bright and rewarding future, Go Coogs!

Warmest regards,

Renu Khator 
President, University of Houston
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Spring 2023 Commencement 5

Message from the Provost

Dear Spring Graduates,

You’ve traveled a long road to reach this moment, but here you are! 
Congratulations on earning a degree from the University of Houston.

Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or 
perhaps a second-generation Cougar, today’s ceremony marks a 

significant moment in your lives. It’s also special for the University of Houston as your 
success has been our priority since you first stepped foot on campus. 

Now, you embark on new journeys. Some of you may be entering the workforce. Others 
may be headed to graduate school. No matter your destination, please remember those 
who helped you get to this point.

Stay in touch with peers, professors and staff members and remind them that their 
guidance supported your academic journeys. Also, thank your spouses, siblings, parents, 
grandparents and others in attendance today for their daily inspiration.

Of course, be sure to truly recognize the one person responsible for today’s celebration—
you! You balanced classes, work, family and other obligations. It wasn’t easy, but you did it. 
Now, you are poised to reap the rewards of a degree from UH.

Although you are leaving this wonderful campus, you will remain a member of our 
University family. You now carry the proud tradition of past UH graduates and will 
represent our institution in your professional endeavors. Be proud of your time here, and 
let others know that you are now and forever a Cougar.

Once again, congratulations! 

Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston



6 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

University of Houston System

Board of Regents
Tilman J. Fertitta, Chairman

Jack B. Moore, Vice Chairman
Durga D. Agrawal, Secretary

Doug H. Brooks
Alonzo Cantu

Edward Carrizales
Gregory C. King  

John A. McCall, Jr.
Beth Madison
Ricky Raven

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Bettina Beech 
Chief Population Health Officer

Eloise Brice 
Vice President for University Advancement

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Lisa Holdeman 
Vice President for Marketing 

and Communications

Michael Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Vice President for Energy and Innovation

Elwyn C. Lee 
Vice President for Neighborhood and Strategic Initiatives

Daniel M. Maxwell 
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs

Claudia Neuhauser 
Interim Vice President for Research

Michael Pedé 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations

Chris Pezman 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics and Athletics Director

David Shattuck 
President, UH Faculty Senate

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Government and Community Relations

Stephen J. Spann 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and 

Founding Dean, Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans

Leonard M. Baynes 
UH Law Center

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean 

Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Jim Granato 
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Catherine Horn 
Interim Dean and Moores Professor 

College of Education

Athena N. Jackson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

University of Houston Libraries

Sarah C. Larsen 
Interim Dean 

Graduate College of Social Work

Stuart Long 
Interim Dean 

The Honors College

Daniel P. O’Connor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Patricia Belton Oliver 
ACSA Distinguished Professor 

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Paul A. Pavlou 
Cullen Distinguished Chair 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

F. Lamar Pritchard 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Pharmacy 

College of Pharmacy

Dennis Reynolds 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Stephen J. Spann 
Founding Dean 

Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

Kathryn M. Tart 
Founding Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing

 Joseph W. Tedesco 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

Cullen College of Engineering

Michael Twa 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry 

College of Optometry

Dan E. Wells 
Distinguished Professor of Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, it 
prospered and officially became the four-year University 
of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the college attained 
land for a permanent campus, and in 1939 it constructed 
its first building, the Roy G. Cullen Building. The 
University became a state institution in 1963.

The University includes 14 academic colleges, one 
school and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 270 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
46,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve a 
diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the resources 
of the Gulf Coast Region complement and enrich the 
University’s academic programs, providing students 
with professional expertise, practical experience and 
career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s 
oldest and most prestigious academic honor society, 
awarded UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. 
This designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood: Brown 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Red

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine Degree 
 Hood: Kelly Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Andy and Barbara Gessner 
College of Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree Hood: Gold 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
 Hood: Seafoam Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree  Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
 Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Red

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree:  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Black

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the Federal 
Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Spring 2023
Maryam Alghafir

Bachelor of Business Administration in Management
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Alyssa R. Gomez
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Catelyn C. Huynh
Bachelor of Science in Global Hospitality Leadership

Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership

Natalie Madeline Kubosh
Bachelor of Science in Global Hospitality Leadership

Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership

Elaine Thuy Duyen Le
Bachelor of Science in Global Hospitality Leadership

Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership

Lauren Taylor Lyles
Bachelor of Arts in Human Development and Family Sciences

College of Education
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Ankit A. Maurya
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance

Bachelor of Business Administration in  
Supply Chain Management

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Ajmain Bashar Mustafa
Bachelor of Business Administration in 

Management Information Systems
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Saad Nadeem
Bachelor of Science in Health

College of Education
Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science

Bachelor of Science in Human Nutrition and Foods
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Brenda T. Nguyen
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning

College of Education

Dan T. Nguyen
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Marangelly D. Rangel
Bachelor of Science in Health

College of Education

Emily B. Reyna
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Neha Sunkara
Bachelor of Science in Biology

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
Bachelor of Science in Economics

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Ryan Trejo
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting

C. T. Bauer College of Business

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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Message from the Dean

Class of 2023: Congratulations on your graduation from the University 
of Houston!

Commencement is a time for reflection, celebration, and looking to the 
future. During your time as a student at UH, you demonstrated that you 
are resilient, both individually and as a group. Your determination, along 
with the support of family, friends, classmates, faculty, and staff, provided 

you the drive needed to complete your degree.
You have persevered, and you have succeeded. Today we celebrate that success!
I believe that challenges along your path, and there were many challenges these past few years, 
were opportunities for you to grow, gain wisdom, and learn to adapt. The faculty and staff of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences aimed to challenge your thinking, strengthen your 
knowledge, and deepen your appreciation of the world in all its complexity and diversity. We now 
applaud your accomplishment.
Your experiences at UH will serve you well as you transition to the next phase of your life. Your 
graduation is the first step, a very large step, on your path to great achievements.
As a new graduate, you have the opportunity to contribute constructively to society, utilizing the 
knowledge and skills you have acquired here. You have the privilege of shaping a brighter future 
for all of us. I look forward to the future that you will create.
The College is delighted to welcome you into the ranks of our alumni. I hope you will keep in 
touch with your classmates and maintain strong ties with the University of Houston. We need the 
energy and support of our alumni as the University of Houston becomes a top 50 public research 
university, and beyond. I know we can rely on you.
Please accept my best wishes for your continued success. Be well, stay safe and Go Coogs!

Dr. Daniel P. O’Connor 
Dean

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I 
Thursday, May 11, 2023, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 GREETINGS FROM THE The Honorable Edward Carrizales 
 UH SYSTEM BOARD OF REGENTS Board Member

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I

Spring 2023 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics
Nabila Rahman Biju

Non-Durable Consumption in Recourse 
and Non-Recourse States
Advisor: Bent Sorensen, Ph.D.

Oscar De Jesus Galvez-Soriano
Effects of English Instruction and English 
Skills on Labor Market Outcomes in 
Mexico
Advisor: Aimee Chin, Ph.D.

Hussain Hadah
Essays on Applied Microeconomics
Co-Chairs:  Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D. and, 

Vikram Maheshri, Ph.D.

Annie Yu-Hsin Hsu
Essays on Changing Economic 
Environments and Government 
Behaviors in the United States
Advisor: Steven Craig, Ph.D.

Hoanh Le
Essays on Local Markets and 
Infrastructure Investment
Advisor: Steven Craig, Ph.D.

Jia Liu
Household Savings, Investment in 
Children and Pension Policies in China
Advisor: Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D.

Md Abdullah Al Mashrur
Essays on Anti-Open Grazing Laws in 
Nigeria and School Capital Spending in 
the United States
Advisor: Aimee Chin, Ph.D.

Liu Anibal Mendoza Perez
"Essay on Dollarization in Emerging 
Economies."
Advisor: German Cubas, Ph.D.

Jose Manuel Mota Aquino
Essays on the Economic Causes and 
Consequences of International Migration
Co-Chairs:  Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D. and 

German Cubas, Ph.D.

Department of English

Creative Writing and Literature
Rohan Chhetri

Underlok: A Descent (A Poetics of the 
Contact Zone)
Advisor: Roberto Tejada, Ph.D.

Emelie M. Griffin
California Pompeii
Advisor: Martha Serpas, Ph.D.

Madeleine Maillet
The Pervert Society
Advisor: Antonya Nelson, MFA

Colby Ornell
Fields
Advisor: Peter Turchi, MFA

Nicholas Rattner
Come on home through fire
Advisor: Kevin Prufer, MFA

Brittny D. Ray-Crowell
Cord Swell
Advisor: Francine J. Harris, MFA

giovanni singleton
The Pink Oracle
Advisor: Roberto Tejada, Ph.D.

Ernie Wang
This Quiet Town
Advisor: Peter Turchi, MFA

English
Salwa Albargi

The Postcolonial Bildungsroman: 
Ideology and Utopia
Advisor: Hosam Aboul-Ela, PhD

Cecilia Bonnor
The House That Jim Crow Built: A 
Microhistory of Student Writing at 
the University of Houston, from the 
Nineteen-Fifties to the Nineteen-Sixties
Co-Chairs:  Paul Butler, Ph.D. and  

James T. Zebroski, Ph.D.

Master’s degrees

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Emmanuella Morounfolu Aina
Christian Hernandez
Keja Johnson 
Aymen Salman Khalaf Khalaf
Andrei Patrick Merkoulov
Lilet Elim Michael
Alexandra Sofia Phan
James A. Robertson
America Sierra
Lisa Michelle Tinley
Cynthia Isabel Zelaya Ordonez

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Emily Abramczyk
Neha R. Alex
Arden E. Alldredge
Amanda N. Bermudez
Sarah V. Blasius
Carson M. Cash
Lesly Michelle Cruz Esquivel
Angela Dion
Amia I. Fisher
Solmarie Ipina
Daniela E. Iraheta
Saraann Nicole Johnson
Ashtyn M. Jones
Robin C. King
Damaris Martinez
Elizabeth Martinsen
Madelyn Morales
Joelyn A. Oladunni
Arsula Parekh
Carmen Julieta Parra Garcia
Ellen Shipman Pate
Elizabeth Perez
Victoria E. Rivera
Samantha M. Rodriguez
Sidney M. Salyers
Kiera J. Simmons
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Summer Zisong Wan
Erynn Ada Williams
Judianne Viola Makayla Woods

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Taylor Harmon Lawson
Jordan Lee Leskovjan
Timo Swaner

Department of Economics
Geraldine Enriquez Guarin
Felipe Rocha Campos

Department of English
Alexandra Csilla Hallberg
Ana P. Sanchez

Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing
Addie C. Eliades
Tayyba Kanwal
Hannah Elizabeth Kelly
Olufeyikewa I. Popoola
Lisa Wartenberg Velez

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Athletic 
Training
Luis Gerardo Acosta
Deserey Marie Cabrales
James D. Enoch
Erika Hawkins
Valerie C. Hernandez
Alexander K. Johnson
Tanda Lamb
Rachel Marie Lavery
Shawn Le
Amy Emil Mikahiel
Abiodun Ogbebor
Ayana Mia Reyes
Kennedy Seriale
Alex C. Tso

Alejandro Zeni

Master of Science 
in Human Nutrition
Sarah Michelle O' Sullivan
Mariana Velly Miguel

Master of Arts 
in Sport and Fitness 
Administration
Ricardo Guerra
Ashlyn P. Hesseltine
Kenny Huynh
Mariah Kierra Reed
Kaitlin Ann Sterner

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Emily Romero Lopez 1

Advertising
Meriem Sarah Madi
Jane Wairimu Mwangi 2

Communication Studies
Kabriel R. Ancar
Andrew Darren Billard 3
Alexandria Clare Burks
Delaney S. Dupree 2
Blake Z. Gomez
Aislyn N. Gonzalez 2
Arlett M. Guzman 2
Sumayyah S. Khan 2
Ulises Lemus 3
Eni Lusha
Pablito Cusing Meneses III 3
Olivia Caroline Pirtle 2
Stephany Robayo
Alexandra Hayek Sandia 2
Maridiat O. Sanwo 2
Sydney Ruth Stogel 2

Taylor A. Toftemark
Elizabeth Thuy Trinh

Health Communication
Yaresi I. Barrera
Chelsey M. Chatman 2
Carla Cuellar 2
Cassandra Martinez Enriqu
Emily Romero Lopez 1
Karina N. Marin 1
Ekene S. Nwegbu
Jimena S. Torres 3
Vivian Andrea Ybarra 2

Interpersonal Communication
Iqra Gul Khan

Journalism
Ashley Nicole Anderson
Aaron Alberto Romero Bracho 2
Phoebe Buras
Kaitlyn Daniels
Micah Diwata
Lisa Aliyah El-Amin
Logan T. Farlow
James Michael Fletcher
Ivelssy Valentina Tinedo Guerrero
Alivia N. Guster
Lindsay Morgan Haney 2
Donna Ahmad Keeya 1
Taylor M. Lubinski
Victoria Alejandra Mata 2
Luis A. Medina 2
Cristal Milan
Jenny Maritza Munoz 3
Brandon Bailey Norvell
Alexandrine A. Perin
Gregory N. Rincon
Mayra Celeste Robledo
Jasmine C. Rodgers 3
Sydney Nicole Rose 3
Cameron C. Schoppa 2
Savannah M’Liss Smithson 3
Victoria Kathleen Villarreal
Armando Yanez 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Media Production
Comfort Abiodun
Ariel M. Allen 2
Tristan Alexander Aurelio 3
Martin A. Briones
Cole L. Brown
Luke Butler
Mark Theodore Campbell 1
Edwin Campos
Anne Renee Ramirez Corpus
Abdurrahman I. Danquah 3
Joel Alexander Debono 1
Jesse James Duran
Kinsey Gayle Entrekin 3
Monica Elizabeth Garcia
Andre Servando Gonzales, Jr.
Owen Stanford Gray
Taylor C. Guillory
Glen Alexander Guyton II 1
Jennifer Ha 2
Kevin Ha
Lauren R. Hale
Britaini Lynn Haynes 3
Robert B. Ibanez
Abigail Desiree Ibarra
Cristian Jimenez
Montserrat Alexia Llauger
Annelysse N. Lopez
An Thien Luu 2
Katia Maldonado 3
Alexya P. Martinez 2
Amara I. Martinez 2
Kiara A. Mascorro 3
Nicolas Samuel Mason
Dominique’ P. McClain
Michelle Nguyen 3
Benjamin T. Nordloh
Ryan Eric Oseguera
Joshua Omar Pineda 2
Jose Santos Pinon
Syeda M. Raza 3
Caleb Salinas
Enrique Salinas
Brittney L. Schmidt 3
Kathryn E. Sen Gupta 1

Eric J. Stahmer
Shane Tyler Stein
Rachel Eileen Sweetland
Arely Tellez
Asia B. Thomas
Hassani Paul Thomas
Man Yee Tsang
Cortlyn Marie Vacek
Diana Vallejo
Cameron T. Weiss 2
Calina Janay West
Xiuxin Wu 3
Ziyi Zeng

Public Relations
Dana Bellaish
Hannah M. Nasser 3
Majesty Hope Randall
Naila Nichole Vaglienty

Strategic Communication
Jack Alan Abbott 1
Maira Ahmed
Andreina Di Bonaventura Altuve 2
Esmeralda Alvarez
Elizabeth Clare Angus 2
Mackenzie Nicole Baron 3
Laura Floreen Bere 1
Madison H. Biedler
Kevin Jared Chavez 3
Lizette Abigail Cisneros 2
Kendall Elisabeth Cray 3
Maria Paula Torrealba Cristancho
Daniel A. Cuevas
Sophie Isabella Davis 3
Sofia D. Medina De La Fuente
Surwondolyn Wilkerson Dixon 2
Alyson C. Elguezabal 3
Jacquelyne T. Flores
Caitlyn M. Foret 2
Victoria M. Fuselier
Daniela Maria Macias Garcia 2
Charles Edward Gary II
Abigail Celeste Garza 2
Louie Gramajo
Fatima Maria Gutierrez Guevara

Tiffany M. Haagen 2
Karely Hernandez
Ryan A. Hernandez
Claudia Stephanie Ibanez-Flores 2
Nico Izaguirre
Jarvis Kinney
Anna G. Knudsen
Julia Koluch 1
Yubin Lee 2
Kyndal E. Lilly 3
Sunshine Lim
Melanie Rose Louch-Echevarria
Aisling Julia Lyons
Gisselle Cristina Madrigal 1
Denise N. Miller 2
Crystalynn A. Miranda
Isabella M. Maldonado Nunez 2
Fryda Sophia Ochoa 2
Elisabeth M. Ontiveros
Karina Manuela Padilla 3
Michael R. Pandanell
Benjamin Hammett Poole
Elena Ruiz 1
Kimberly Yamilex Santos
Stewart B. Schweers 1
Sierra-Grace Elaine Shepherd 2
Kendrick Smith
Emely Soto
Cameron Terrell 3
Viviana Itzel Torres 2
Bryan Truong 3
Jose Urias 2
Jorge Luis Mendoza Vargas
Justin Deven Kyle Winey
Karime Valeria Herrera Zavala 2

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Amaris Vanessa Castro 1

American Sign Language 
Interpreting
Catherine Anne Badillo
Claire N. Coffey 3
Madison J. Gates 3

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Mallary Anne McKinzie 3
Paris Ana Perfect Taylor 3

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Kayla Gisselle Alfaro
Caroline R. Aquino-Sisk 1
Silvia Arroyo 1
Fahreya Awad
Maria Del Mar S. Barrera 3
Ivanka Maria Bastarrachea 1
Elisabeth Berry 2
Elaine Talitha Love Broussard 2
Krishauna Kessanne Burnett 3
Natalia Y. Calvillo 3
Kassandra Michelle Campos 2
Jennifer Cantu
Angelina Castaneda 2
Viviana Castillo 3
Amaris Vanessa Castro 1
Emily I. Cristino
Miah Tiriah Baguisa Diala 1
Emileigh Linda Falterman 2
Kiara Kimako Ford 2
Alyssa A. Garcia
Sandra Garcia 3
Yailin Astrid Garibay 2
Lizett Garza 2
Andrea Natali Gonzales
Emily Nichole Gonzalez 3
Maisey D. Gonzalez
Rosa Maria Gutierrez
Isra N. Hasan 1
Valeria Hernandez 2
Ralph Albert Johnson, Jr. 2
Rebecca Ann Johnston
Carolyn J. Keene 2
Lacey Noel Knowles 1
Karina Alexandra Lara-Villeda
Jessica Anne Leung 3
Jocelyn Cecilia Luna 1
Rachael A. Marsh
Heather Carina Martin
Maritza Martinez 2
Lindsi Laurae Medrano

Ashley Karen Najar
Joann N. Nguyen 2
Justine Thy Nguyen 3
Lucinda M. Nguyen 2
Brenda Ocampo 2
Savanah Jade Oses 3
Juliana C. Oyen
Alyssa Mariah Peralez 1
Paige Pham 2
Kenia Prado 2
Christina E. Pringle 3
Claudia Ramirez 1
Ahtziri Reyes 1
Maria D. Reyes 1
Laura J. Rivera
Amy Yamileth Rodriguez 1
Deaisy Ramos Rodriguez
Samuel Rodriguez 3
Illiana C. Ruelas
Jacquelyn M. Salazar
Ana Orantes Sanchez 3
Aaliyah R. Shanks 3
Aunza Zaman Shenwari 2
McKenna M. Shoelen 1
Olivia Grace Simpson
Noorim Siraj 2
Savanna Lydia Slaton
Haley M. Suchyta
Sainab Sufi 3
Tory Michelle Tate 3
Stella Tran 2
Kimberley Guadalupe 

Trevino-Gutierrez
Melissa Turcios
Yulissa Martinez Vera
Hailey Michelle White 1
Natalie N. Wiechkoske 2
Kendall Elizabeth Young 3
Eailya Zaidi 1

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Criselda Ann Leal-Vigil 1

Anthropology
Jacob Robert Anderson 1
Prather Mack Cucci
Leslie R. Cambranes De Leon
Elena Patricia Engle
Mikayla Daun Faires
Lucas Giannetti 2
Daniel Gutierrez 3
Isis Ndidi Izu
Tanvi Kelkar
Sanam Khan
Chloe L. Levy
Gabrielle Sanchez Lopez
Jeffrey Alan Parton
Cullen Christopher Reddington
Barbara G. Rios
Aysha Saif 3
Jae’Lyn Michelle Tillis
Anisha Lin Vadlamudi

Liberal Studies
Mekol Gabriela Badillo
Ruqiya Bankole
Hoyt Marin Bayles
Brenda Natalie Benitez 2
Reginald Eugene Chaney
Tomas Souviron Damico
Zechariah James Dennis
Simone L. Green 1
Paola Guillen
Stella Angeliki Iliakis 2
Bryce R. Jones 3
Xavier B. Kaleemullah 1
Criselda Ann Leal-Vigil 1
Mikaela T. Medaris 3
Abigail Miranda
Valerie Nwanneamaka Njoku
Connor S. Norris 2
Alejandra Marie Rivera Torres
Angel Ponce Trevizo 3

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Neha Sunkara 1

Raja U. Abbas

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Rita Khalil Aboulehaf 2
Mohammed Ahsan
Pablo Arredondo
Arye Sanjay Bhide 2
Brian Alexander Breton
William Traylor Brogan
Aisly G. Canales
Benedict William Contant
Valezka M. Cordero
Davcons Alain Cortes
Jonathon William Courtney
Erika T. Cruz 1
Kiran Dawood
Veedal Edosa Edokpayi
Alexandra Evans 3
Tahsin Fairooz
Joshua L. Gonzalez
Brandon Xavier Hayes
Kimberly Hazlewood
Uziel Hernandez
Zizhe Huang
Matthew Igaravidez 2
Sarah M. Imran 3
Carly Rene Kath
Ty Zackary Kekoa
Israel Kitenge
Ky Bach Lai
Jason D. Le
Demond Demetries Lewis
Leslly Magana
Sebastian L. Martinez
Christian Allan Mauterstock
Max Migl
Jai Vion J. Miller
Juan A. Moreno
Justin A. Mundell 3
Yessica Liliana Murillo 2
Wyatt B. Nesbit 3
Calvin Aviet Ngo
Sophia Nieto
Marcos Alberto Ortiz 2
Marcos R. Perez
Ricardo Perozo
Jenjira Pintong
Lily Madison Podzemny

Cristian Abinadi Quiballo
Wendy Elenia Quijada
Ethan Paul Quintero
Joshua Isaiah Ramirez 3
Ivanna Raudales 3
Wajih U. Rehman 1
Alcelio Duarte Ingles Rosa
Kevin Ruiz-Tamara
Alexandra R. Samperio
Jose P. Samperio
Christopher Sanchez
Ileana Lucia Sankey
Amina S. Sheikh
Dubois Davontae Simpson
Neha Sunkara 1
Manuel Tello
Maryann H. Tran
Elizabeth Thuy Trinh
Connie Tu
Jeremy Thomas Varghese
Muhammad Aamir Wahab
Phillip Yonekawa-Blest 2
Nadin Ahmed Youssef

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Sadie M. Dill 1

Eusevio Aguirre
Katherine Bacani 2
Angela Bailey 3
Scarlett Elizabeth Banbury 1
Joel Butler 3
Rachel Genevieve Byrd 1
Emma K. Cade 3
Haley R. Cambron
Vyanca Lorena Carlos
Connor A. Caughlin 1
Jose Cedillo
Megan Corinne Chavez 3
Kaleb M. Clark
Sadie M. Dill 1
Maya K. Dompier 2
Aaron Edson 2
Maya Yasmeen Elzaim 3
Cecilia Daniel Facundo 2

Ashley R. Foxworthy 3
Zertora Breshae Freeman
Christian Gonzalez 3
Haleigh G. Hare 3
Keiry Steffany Herrera
Isaac R. Karee 2
Summer Iqbal Khan
Sara N. Kooshiar 1
Veronica J. Ledezma 2
Naveera Majid 1
Jasmynn M. Mann
Abigail Rosamond Martin 2
Chase D. Martin 1
Aaron Dario Martinez
Megan Mariah Mendoza
Kristopher D. Montoya
Kristine U. Nguyen 2
Breland Jamese Patterson
Jacob Allen Peterson 2
Emma T. Pham
Brook Amber Powell
Sarah Jessica Rabalais 2
Fatima Raza 2
Alfonso Francisco Reyes 1
Raven Richard
Molly M. Ring 1
Jaclyn N. Rodriguez 3
Aimee Alondra Ruiz
Brittany Alexandra Salazar 2
Ammar Siddiqui 2
Kaushalya I. Singh
Scott A. Soldano 1
Emily June Strathouse 1
Binh Thai Tang 3
Roque Gabriel Techera 1
Alec Gregory Telenta 3
Natalie Trinidad 2
Marice F. Valdovinos 2
Fernanda N. Varela 3
Angelica L. Vences
Rosalind Williamson

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Department of Health 
and Human Performance
Banner Bearer
Saad Nadeem 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Nabeel Abdullah 3
Zainab Ahmed
Hadeel Suhail Al-Sahli 2
Benedict C. Alviento 2
Caren Angeles
Britain Armen 2
Brooke Elizabeth Bartell
Kareena Karim Bhimani 1
Hunter Love Bonnell
Miselle Bui 2
Taylor Rae Carlin
Amanda Lyssette Cervantes
Alanna S. Chow
Fiorella Carolina Conner
Thao T. Dang 3
Mariah Lissette De Los Santos
Julia R. Escobedo
Areeba Farooq
Kayleigh M. Fuller
Christina M. Galvan 3
Ishleen K. Gulati
Dylan R. Guzman 3
Sarabeth N. Hanz 1
Roseann John 3
Brandi J. Johnson
Cedra Muna Kadrie 2
Amal Hisham Khalil 2
Palwasha Khan
Christopher Lee Kim
Anna Lakhani 2
Bianca Clarissa Lopez 2
Kiara Alexandra Menjivar
Camila Molina
Gabriela Consuelo Moncada 1
Parsa Motahar 1
Saad Nadeem 1
Abigail Louise Nguyen
Fatima Olvera 3
Hannah M. Pham

Julie Huyen Tran Pham
Teresakim M. Pham 1
Destiny Marie Piper
Sandra Quevedo
Rafa Rangoonwala 2
Pita Rodriguez 3
Andrea Nicole Salinas
Emily Lissette Rosas Sanchez 3
Evan W. Sattem 2
Hannah Taylor Schmitz
Melissa Maureen Shaban
Rabia Asif Siddiqi 3
Gloria Helen Sparks 3
Anna R. Taylor 2
Kenny Thai 2
Natasha Lynn Thompson
Katherine Veronica Torres
Hien Joseph Tran 3
Thong N. Tran 2
Veronica Tran
Carl Dennis J. Tuason
Kenneth Valencia 2
Han G. Vo
Tracy Thi Vu
Samantha A. Williamson 3
Khaolah Zitoun

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Amjad T. Abughoush
Fatima X. Alvarez
Rehan Amir 2
Emily Anne Ammons
Adrian Angeles
Aneesha P. Antony
Josiah E. Arenas
Nayaab Asmat
Devante Ramarr Banks
Nicole T. Bartolome
Jay Widline Benjamin 2
Chukwunonye Bielonwu
McArthur Bolden III
Jorge Luis Canovas
Mariela Estephany Carter
Graciela Casares
Juan Gonzalez Cazares, Jr. 3

Athziri Elizabth Cervantes 2
Averi K. Cervantez
Luzaide Chavez
Mandy Jia Xin Cheng
Lauren Marie Citek 1
Celeste M. Contreras
Frisca Courville
Thu-Thuy Dam
Jocelyn Ruby Davila
Roselia Maricela Castaneda Deras
Michelle A. Dinh
Tracy Ngoc Do 3
Kassandra Lena Doan
Nathaniel Dorado
Francisco Espinoza
Emily Nicole Fernandez
McKenzie Elyse Foster
Taylor M. Fournillier
Melanie Gaviria
Daelynn Lee Geddes
Daniel Enrique Gomez
Nicolas A. Gonzales
Samantha Marissa Gonzalez 3
Gisel Guillen
Nadya Haddad
Joshua Luis Hambright
Shaanay Tia Hirani
Phat Tan Ho
Kevin Khanh Huynh 2
Tulsi Ketan Inamdar
Yumnaa Humaira Jawed 3
Riqueben John Garcia Jocson 2
Joel C. John
Ella Gormah Johnson 3
Trey Antonio Johnson
Zoriah T. Johnson
Dezenay Hope Micole Jones
Mandelyn Jones
Hamza Junaid
Rahima Khan
Grace Haeri Kim
Reagan Darsee Kimble
Katelyn P. Lewis
Sydney Liow 3
Maribel Lopez

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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David Madu 3
Diana Martinez
Sophia Carolina Martinez
Jesse N. Menefee
Adelynn Nohemi Molina
Jacob M. Moriarty
Allyson Mussell
Saad Nadeem 1
Andrew Tuan Nguyen
Darren N. Nguyen
Emily T. Nguyen
Kim Do Nguyen
Kim H. Nguyen
Michael T. Nguyen
Remy Thai Nguyen 2
Ronny Hy Nguyen 3
Vincent X. Nguyen
Jennifer Carolina Ochoa
Asbiyallah T. Oresanya
Marissa D. Ortiz 3
Neida T. Ortiz
Priya V. Patel
Madeline Cecilia Patino
Keyla Anahi Paz 2
Khang M. Pham
Mary K. Picard 3
Patrick C. Porter
Nicole Meichun Quan
Sarah Qureshi 3
Maliha Rahman 2
Corina A. Ramirez
Julio C. Ramirez
Susan Emely Orozco Ramirez
Treva J. Ray
Ke’Ondra Laneice Richardson
Mackenzie D. Rivers
Daniela D. Robledo 2
Amaranta Lucia Rodriguez

Jazmin Alyssa Rodriguez
Makayla N. Rodriguez
Marco Rodriguez 3
Makayla Nicole Rossett
Fernando Saenz
Jacoby Dyvonne Sampson
Lauren Alicia Sanabria 3
Dillon Ray Zamar Sarmiento
Riley Ann Smith 3
Victor Solorzano
Jocky Sompheth
Dania M. Ssaid
Kiarra Suarez
Neha M. Sunil
Mia R. Tayar 3
Adriana Torres 3
Alaina Marie Tortorice 1
An Quoc Tran 2
Martin H. Tran
Carlos A. Trujillo
Justin Uvaldo Villarreal
Brandon Dai Vo
Vanessa Tuyetvan Vu
Samantha P. Walker
Walker T. Walsh
Julia Gabrielle Wasserman
Jeremiah D. Wilson 2
Jade Leighann Wood-Norris
Ashley R. Ynfante
Ximena Zuniga

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Kristen Brandli
James Cleveland Fullbright III
Emerson Gonzalez
Christian A. Manriquez
Andrea Mathew
Alexandra Rosalie Orellana

Joshua Tejera 3
Alexander M. Tran
Rachel Christine Tullos

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Laith Kamal Akhras
Liam Akhras
Luke A. Almendarez
Deondre Devon Dansby
Josef Arthur Dubowsky
Ryan Richard Elvin 2
Sean E. Ferrell 3
Tierra T. Good 2
Dylane Gracia
Johnathan D. Hoang
Kyle Holman
Jordan Cormell Jackson
Joshua A. Khim 2
Joseph Kim 1
Che’ R. Levern
Panagiotis K. Lontos 2
Miguel Angel Murillo
Andrea Nava
Chinh-Quy Nguyen
Donald Anthony Oliver, Jr.
Alba J. Osornio 3
Audrey Li Phillips
Solomon N. Pope
Amber Joy Ruiz 3
Jared Richard Russell
Terry Thay
Jacob Grady Van Alstine
Alejandro Javier Vela
Gabriella L. Williams
Dakota Seth Winchell
Josue Zuniga

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I

Summer 2023 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 

Department of Economics
Weonhyeok Chung

Economics of Social Networks in Labor 
Markets and Education
Advisor: Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D.

Department of English
Wendy Sue Wood

The Future Rocks: Viewing Geologic 
Time Through the Lens of Victorian 
Fantastic Literature
Advisor: Lynn Voskuil, Ph.D. 

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Aliye Beyza Cepni

A Randomized Controlled Trial of the 
Impact of School-Based Sport Research 
Program on Children’s Physical Activity, 
Executive Function, and Academic 
Achievement
Advisor: Tracey A. Ledoux, Ph.D.

Shernice Avionne Thomas
Quantifying the Physiological and 
Biomechanical Determinants of Exercise 
Tolerance During Body-Weight-
Supported Running Using a Critical 
Power Framework
Advisor: Christopher J. Arellano, PhD

Master’s Degrees

Department of Economics

Applied Economics
Mateo A. Garza
Zachary R. Hughes
Guadalupe Iracheta
Nicole Anne Lindsay
Carolina Lopez-Herrera
Sakina Nayani
Kadjo Frederika Amelie Debora Yapo 

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 

Master of Arts  
in Sport and Fitness 
Administration 
Valeria Ordonez Mosquera 

Master of Science  
in Human Nutrition 
Devon Alexandria Martin

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Advertising
Constantine N. Kapatos

Communication Studies
Edirin Elizabeth Akonoghrere
Katherine Vanessa Gaitan
Matthew Ngo
Ana Maria Ramirez

Health Communication
Bre'Ana Jade Hemphill
Caroline S. Hussey

Journalism
Chelsie Celestino 3
Juliana Sophia Montoya
Hamzah Syed Qadri 2
Aelia Raza

Media Production
McKenze Rae Acree
Rachel Joanna Dsouza
Tavian J. Gonzalez
Annelysse N. Lopez
Katia Maldonado 3
James Matthew McKisson

Cameryn P. Mountain
Viviana A. Zermeno 3

Strategic Communication
Kaiman D. Branch
Victoria Thanh Dang
Caitlyn M. Foret 2
Francia X. Guevara
Fatima Maria Gutierrez
Penelope M. Nguyen
Angela Pickering 2
Abrar Mohammad Rahman
Blake Mark Simensky
Jacob J. Stillwell
Benjamin Truong

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Marily Alaniz
Laurent Bernadel 3
Amy N. Chab
Alexandra Grace Davis
Trinity-Marie E. Edwards
Carolyn J. Keene 2
Kassidy Marie Miller
Kimberly Morales 3
Ivan Saldivar

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Owen McKinley Bradford
Jaime Reyna

Liberal Studies
Camille J. Anigbogu 2
Alpha C. Garcia

Department of Economics
Veedal Edosa Edokpayi
Juan Pablo Guajardo, Jr. 2
Nicholas Lee Hathaway
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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James Van Le
Jason D. Le
Abcde Bailey Medina
Rohana J. Paracha
Alondra Stacy Ramirez
Marisa N. Rodriguez
Henry Saul Sandoval 2
Dawson M. Struve
Tristan Torrey

Department of English
Diego M. Cotte 2
Natalie Elizabeth Gorman 2
Genevieve Lillian Huebner
Jessica F. Guerra Lozano 3
Ahmed A. Mahmoud
Diana K. Nguyen
Chandler Schermerhorn
Taylor M. Steele

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Human Nutrition and Foods
Sumer Z. Ali
Tooba Amir
Patrick L. Au
Emma R. Bradstreet 2
De'Naja Hart Copes
Daniela G. Guzman
Nadia Allison Hanley 2
An N. Pham

Destiny Marie Piper
Melissa Maureen Shaban
Carolina G. Camacho Torres
Hien Thi Dieu Tu

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Adrianna I. Ramirez Alvarez
Adrian Roger Badillo
Maria Guadalupe Espinosa Canche
Martin Castaneda III
Katia A. Chin 3
Frisca Courville
Corey R. Farmer
Kennedi A. Freeman
Jacy Alexa Glankler
Noah Anthony Guzman
Alexei R. Hahn
Stephanie Yasmin Herrera
Kayla Elizabeth King
Katelyn P. Lewis
Ronny Lin
Shelby M. Malone
Jessica Masalov
John Mathenge
Tamiria Arielle McHenry
Jesse N. Menefee
Darren N. Nguyen
Ayushi Patel
Hamza Z. Qureshi
Sarah Qureshi 3

Janelle Ramirez
Victoria Cecilia Ramirez
Vanessa Sanchez
Sarah Omid Sibouyeh
Jared Robert Silver
Tracy Ta 2
Hala Thiab
Huynh Gia Toan Tran
Chibunie Joseph Ugwunze
Daisy Lee Urbina 3
Luis Alejandro Seaman Valles
Brian Vallone
Alyssa Michelle Vasquez
Leslie J. Victorino
Paige Nicole Wood

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Micah Bumgarner

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Diego R. Avila
Morgan P. Cameron
Deondre Devon Dansby
Tierra T. Good 2
Matthew Chandler Knope 3
Keara V. Lecky
David Palacios
Ethan Karl Pena
Tiara Teshun Young
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II 
Thursday, May 11, 2023, 2:00 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 GREETINGS FROM THE The Honorable Ricky Raven 
 UH SYSTEM BOARD OF REGENTS Board Member

 GREETINGS Diane Z. Chase 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Provost Chase

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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Spring 2023 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Hispanic Studies
Raquel Abend van Dalen

The Mercedes: Gender and Oil in 
Venezuela
Advisor: Cristina Rivera Garza, Ph.D.

José Pablo Negroni
Traumas de la posdictadura: autoficción 
por los hijos de los desaparecidos
Advisor: María Elena Soliño, Ph.D.

Valentina Jager Lopezllera
Guía de Campo al Bosque
Nacional Sam Houston
Advisor: Guillermo De Los Reyes, Ph.D.

Raquel Martinez
La Profundidad del Conocimiento Léxico 
de Estudiantes de Español como Lengua 
de Herencia
Advisor: Marta Fairclough, Ph.D.

Sendy Monarrez Rhone
Foreign Accent Perception in Heritage 
Speakers of Spanish
Advisor: Elizabeth Goodin-Mayeda, Ph.D.

Haley F. Patterson
El lenguaje inclusivo: Tendencias 
sociolingüísticas y ramificaciones 
cognitivas
Advisor: Dr. Manuel Gutierrez

José Peña Loyola
Resta imaginar el silencio de los 
elementos: Aproximaciones a una 
escritura de las montañas
Advisor: Cristina Rivera Garza, Ph.D.

Diana Eufemia Reyes Ferrufino
Las implicaturas dentro de anuncios 
publicitarios dirigidos a hispanos en los 
EE. UU.
Advisor: Manuel Gutierrez, Ph.D.

Department of History
Derek Alan Ide

The Anticolonial International: Black 
Internationalism and the Palestinian 
Revolution, 1965-73
Advisor: Abed Takriti, Ph.D.

Alex Paul
Unwilling Doughboys: The U.S. Army's 
Foreign-born Conscripts in World War I
Advisor: James Schafer, Ph.D.

Darah Vann Orr
A Roman Rape Culture: Sexual Violence 
in Augustan Era Rome
Advisor: Kristina Neumann, Ph.D.

Ezell Wilson
Inhabiting Pará: Landscapes of 
Resistance, 1750-1850
Advisor: Philip A. Howard, Ph.D.

Department of Political Science
Maryam Aghazadehshiran

Exploring Backlash After Quota: Elites 
Use Moral Panic as Soft Repression 
against Women Politicians 
Advisor: Ryan Kennedy, Ph.D. 

Vivian Ogechukwu Kalu
Constitutional Socio-Economic Rights 
and Inequalities in Africa
Advisor: Lydia Tiede, Ph.D.

Henrietta Ibiwari MacPepple
The Green Generation? Millennials and 
the Future of Environmental Policy. 
Evidence From the U.S. House of 
Representatives
Advisor: Brandon Rottinghaus, Ph.D.

Rita Naoum
Internationalization of Internal Disputes: 
A Domestic Strategy
Advisor: Tyson Chatagnier, Ph.D. 

Jamie Michelle Wright
Political Socialization by Celebrity: 
Exploring the Influence of Celebrity 
Activism on Youth Political Attitudes and 
Behavior
Advisor: Elizabeth Simas. Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Kiana Ellen Cano

The Feasibility and Acceptability of the 
Mediational Intervention for Sensitizing 
Caregivers for Mothers with Borderline 
Personality Disorder
Advisor: Carla Sharp, Ph.D.

Donald Andrew Godfrey
A Multilevel Examination of Cardiac 
Vagal Control and Aggressive Behavior 
during Interpersonal Conflict Among 
Partner Violent Couples: The Role of 
Empathy and Emotion Regulation
Advisor: Julia C. Babcock, Ph.D.

Kara F. Manning
Fatigue and Smoking Relapse
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D. 

Anastasia Matchanova
Think Before You Share: The Role 
of Age and Attention/Working 
Memory in Proliferation of COVID-19 
Misinformation on Social Media
Advisor: Steven Paul Woods, Psy.D.

Angela Lynn Richardson
The Longitudinal Impact of Gratitude 
and Hope on PTSD and Well-Being in 
U.S. Armed Forced Veterans 
Advisor: Matthew W. Gallagher, Ph.D.

Andrew H. Rogers
Development of a Personalized Feedback 
Intervention Targeting Pain-Related 
Anxiety for Hazardous Drinkers with 
Chronic Pain
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D.

Eric Dwayne Sumlin
The Picture of Personality Pathology, 
Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors, and 
Non-suicidal Self-injury: A Latent Class 
Approach
Advisor: Carla Sharp, Ph.D.

Developmental, Cognitive, 
Behavioral Neuroscience
Keely McGrew

Evaluating The Effect of a Macaque-
Specific Probiotic on Prevention of 
Diarrhea, Chronic Stress Response and 
Social Interactions in a Colony of Macaca 
fascicularis
Advisor: Therese Kosten, Ph.D.

Lindsay A. Santacroce
Exploring the Limits of the Emotional 
Attentional Blink
Advisor: Benjamin Tamber-Rosenau, 
Ph.D.

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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Industrial/ 
Organizational Psychology 
Wenyi (Helen) Gu

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Engagement Among Faculty:  
Impact on P&T
Advisor: Denise L. Reyes, Ph.D. 

Drake Van Egdom
Supporting Working Parents:  
The Effects of Work-Family Policies  
on Job Performance
Co-Committee Chairs:  
Denise Reyes, Ph.D. and  
Christiane Spitzmueller, Ph.D.

Masters Degrees

Department of History
Allison R. Anderson
Eric Nathaniel Boutin-Bloomberg
Samantha de Leon
Brian T. Erickson
Nella Lydia Sakic

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Riley J. Grenader
Naomi Hewitt
Yuxin Tian

Department of Philosophy
Sze Hoi Chan
Paulina Alejandra Ezquerra
Barrett C. Hess
Ariel Kaplan
Quentin Paul LeBlanc
Gretchen Elizabeth Schmaltz
Jacob Elijah Thomas

Department of Political Science
David J. Hilden
Erika Lizette Melendez
Kristin Moore Pearson

Department of Psychology
Alaska Beck
Anthony Cifre 
Brienna Meffert Fogle
Irina Ovchinnikova

Andrew Philip Weinstein

Master of Public 
Administration
Gaylon Caldwell
Janet Gonzalez
Emma McMahan
Melissa Nieto
Sandra Ortiz
Giovanni C. Rosselli
Arham Waseem

Department of Sociology
Carli Rae Copell
Fatma Demirtas
Osamudiamwen F. Egbon
Kaltrina Feraj
Carlos Emiliano Guajardo
Darralyn N. Hart
Nasim Koohi
Rebecca Lynn Shields
Caroline Lan Gainer Wolski
Timothy J. Zhou

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Leanet Silva Cruz 1

Spanish
Juana L. Alviso
Leanet Silva Cruz 1
Maria D. Reyes 1
Emily Rojas
Miranda Michelle Ruzinsky 1

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Angel R. Anchondo 1

Umar Abbasi
Luis Alfredo Acosta
Zaid Musa Alqadi
Angel R. Anchondo 1

Jewel Marie Bingham
Joseph Castillo
Eberardo Cordova 3
Haley N. Diaz 2
Justin V. Garcia 2
Rafael Garcia
Alexandra Star Gurule 3
Jeremy Wade Hough
Andrea Jacqueline Hurtado
Anthony S. Kehl 3
Benjamin Daniels Lackey 3
Anniel Henry Lawrence
Dylan J. Leffert
Scott Lee Lennard
Jacob E. Loew
Damian Luna 3
Grace Lytle
Dominic Joseph Mackin
Rontrell M. Meadows
Betsabe Mendez
Amane Numata
Jose Angel Ortega 3
Jonathan Bowman Ratner
Christopher Andres Rivas 3
Angel M. Salas 2
Ambereen Saleem
Jasmine Ann Smith 2
Amna R. Syeda
Ian Thompson 1
Anthony John Vais
Mavis Mae Wilson 2
Fernando Zaldana 3

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Beatriz Alejandra Bautista 2

Chinese Studies
Miriam M. Bautista
Seth T. Rogers 3

French
Amy E. Mata 3

World Cultures and Literatures
Beatriz Alejandra Bautista 2

University of Houston
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Commencement Ceremony II

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Alexander Roy Kerry 3
Lauren K. Morton
Erin M. Myers

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Esraa Wasel 1

Rebecca Benitez
Stephanie Alexandra Correa
Jean-Paul R. Gazzaneo Duarte 2
Colton Ryan Llenos 1
Mariana Moctezuma
Geordy Rene Molina-Rodriguez 3
Sam Pennington
Esraa Wasel 1

Department of Political Science
Banner Bearer
Michael C. Chan 1

Sana E. Al Bayati
Stephanie Alvidrez 3
Yancey Finn Anderson 2
Brittany Abigail Andrade
Precious K. Anyanwu
Mehmet Zubeyir Atilgan 3
Nicolas Baez
Lezlee Nicole Barajas
Joseph M. Basily 1
Caitlin R. Beafneaux 3
Laura Floreen Bere 1
Colin Carter Berton 2
Brett Bonnete’
Steve James Bowman 3
Diana E. Canales 3
Savannah Elizabeth Carter-Hollins
Michael C. Chan 1
Eduardo Coral
Antonio Corrales
Anthony Romero Crayton
Julia Ann Dai
Kelli A. Dalati 3
Sean Brennan Danklef 3
Chelsea E. Degorl
Dante Dumas
Evan C. Elkins

Norvick M. Espinosa 3
Wade Davis Farge
Quentin D’wayne Ford
Ivan Angel Franco 3
Kobie N. Frank
Valerie J. Fuentes 1
Genesis A. Garay 2
Kayla Michelle Garcia
Kayla Garcia
Daniel Yong Garza 3
Kaitlyn E. Gillespie
Ashley Noemi Gonzalez
Luis J. Gonzalez
Marina Rose Gonzalez
Jenna K. Goodrich 2
Kaden Alexander Gray 2
Cali Marie Green
Alyssa R. Greene
Mariela Rea Guadarrama
Katherine Guerrero
Samra Fatima Hafeez 3
Christopher Alexander Hernandez 2
Amy Herrera 3
David Paul Hilton 3
Tirsa Mariana Jimenez
Asude Kavafoglu
Drew Kratochvil
TJ M. La
Christopher Arthur Lamarque 3
Megan Langham 2
Samantha Marie Lara 2
Taylor A. Laredo 1
Penny Nicole Leal
Josie Elizabeth Legato 3
Jared Lewis
Mya Angel Little 3
Robbie Josue Lugo 3
Monica Ebende Madiba 1
Sabeen A. Mandli
Vin Manuel Mandujano 3
Indira N. Marquez
Allison Mackenzie Martin
Emely Martinez 3
Stephanie Ann Mastro
Aakilah McCoy

Jaylyn Jashea McKinney
Audrey E. McKinnon 3
Eugene McQueen
Gether Cush Ebarle Minon
Stephanie Montano
Marlen E. Avila Moreno
Clarrisa Taylor Mullen
Jesica Munoz 2
Tia N. Murray
Hossein Naderzadeh 1
April M. Nimri 2
Tochi Okoli 1
Marisset Del Carmen Oporta 2
Alejandra Orozco 2
Ethan Cole Palay 1
Rahim Karim Panjwani 1
Malin Kathryn Patrick 3
Tarek Edward Paul
Kyle-Angelo J. Paulson
Michael Anthony Peraza
Maryim M. Perdomo 1
Catherine Lee Perez 1
Citclari Milagros Perez
Jennifer S. Perez 1
Alexis Michelle Puac
Matthew Rangel
Diego Alonso Rocha
David Raphael Rodriguez 2
Kryss G. Schofield 2
Tristan M. Seyedain
Amritha Siby 3
Eos J. Sison 2
Christion Cleane Trimiar 3
Brianna Marley Turcios 2
Karime Valdez 1
Jackelyn Alexis Vasquez
Lesley Vasquez
Wesley E. Wallace
Nathaniel Buchanan Westcott
Luke Alexander Westerfield
Charles L. White
Chayse Williams 3
Christopher Calvert Williams
Hollie Emilia Willow
Sophia C. Zimmerman 3
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Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Asna Ali 1

Noor T. Abdelkader
Sado Ahmed Abdillahi 2
Erika G. Acosta
Shaily Aghakhani 2
Valeria D. Aguillon
Paniz Akbarin
Bosola C. Akinmuyiwa
Destiny Alamo
Asfa Ali 1
Asna Ali 1
Parsa Alizadeh
Melissa Ashley Alliston
Yazan N. Alyasin
Emma M. Angel
Nitzarindani Angeles
Anum M. Anwer 1
Tochi S. Anyalebechi
Thawana E. Arceneaux
Salma Tais Argueta
Verania Arias 1
Wendy Melissa Arias
Angie Ariza
Gabriella M. Assaf 2
Scott Allen Auvil 3
Ashlyn Gayle Aven 1
Sarah Bahrami 3
Carter D. Baker 2
Juan F. Balderas
Melanie Balderas
Andrea Estefania Gonzalez Ballesteros
Sandra Gissell Barahona
Laila A. Barazi 3
Valeria Barrios
Alaina Nichole Bartholomew 3
Alexander James Barton
Kinza Batool 2
Masooma Batool
Raquel Lynne Belt
Rachel Marie Bennett
Dahna Garcia Bercik 3
Chelsea Ann Beverly 2

Aarti Bhakta
Meryll R. Biju
Heaven K. Blanco 1
Claudia Lynne Blowers
Parimalasri Bondalapati
Gabriela Carolina Bringas 3
Jeffrey Thomas Burge
Jason M. Burgos 3
Allyson Lorraine Burson
Saman S. Butt 1
Abigail Viviana Cabello
Vanessa Camacho
Alexandra L. Cannon 2
Aylin B. Carabali 2
Kyla Ayanna Carey
Sabrina Ariday Carrillo 2
Sasha Caruthers 2
Jesus Limones Casas
Justine Renee Castillo 2
Gennesis Denise Chacon 3
Aaron Philip Chang 1
Jeff C. Chen
Matthew Hon Chen
Jacquelyn Clendening
Victoria I. Colchado
Jeremy Labarron Cole
Justin O. Collier 1
Erin S. Cortez 2
Munevver Coskuner
Brian Mark Crumby 3
Yen Nhi C. Dang
Emily Davis 1
Brianna K. De Leon
Seth Thomas Deitz 2
Stephanie Del Valle
Kat Vedeja Dela Rosa
Nandita M. Deo 1
Irene Samantha Mutia Diango
Miguel A. Diaz 2
Lauren Quynh Dinh
Caeley Maya Dodson 1
Sarah Elizabeth Douglas
Briena Bethany Dudley 2
Jason Duong 3
Tiffany Tram Duong 1

Lena G. Eghneim
Fatima O. Elsaleh 1
Micah D. Emerson 3
Gabrielle Victoria Enriquez 2
Alexis Leigh Erdo 2
Vanessa Escamilla
Andrea Maria Lopez Esturban 3
Rayana Fadhli 3
Alexandria Nicole Fahrenholtz
Anusha Kalim Faisal
Kristin Marie Farney
Chase Delaney Farris 1
Renata Vazquez Fentanes 2
Alexa Faith Fields
Walter Figueroa
Kristen Elizabeth Florendo 3
Alexandra Flores
Jennifer Flores
Mikayla Ranay Flowers
Lena Maria Friend 1
Stephanie Fuentes-Moreno 3
Richard Galindo
Alondra Garcia
Cristina Isabel Barraza Garcia
Meagan Renee Garcia
Suleymi Mendoza Garcia
Austin Taylor Garza 2
Genesis Garza
Hannah N. Gault 2
Elizabeth B. German 2
Zachary K. Gernaat 1
Mikayla A. Gilliam 1
Audrey Marie Givons
Alyssa R. Gomez 1
Cynthia Duyen Gomez 3
Sara Fontes Goncalves
Adrian Gonzalez 2
Tiffanie Natasha Gordon
Lauryn Mae Gore
Elizabeth L. Granda
Justin Douglas Green
Ashlie Gudino
Sydney Kay Guel 3
Cristina A. Guerrero 3
Judi Halaweh 3
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Layal A. Hamadeh 2
Raymya Yevette Hardeman 2
Anna Katherine Hartmann 3
Linda Jillian Hebert
Kaniona Marie Henry
Guadalupe Lizbeth Hernandez
Mariana Rivera Hernandez
Zachary H. Hilburn
Ngan Whitney Thanh Ho
Jasmine A. Hong 1
Mitch N. Hughes
Hariza K. Hussain 2
Emily D. Huynh 3
Hadiqa Imran 3
Anastasia C. Inman 1
Aiman N. Isa
Taha N. Isa 3
Rifah R. Islam
Destinie Jalfon 3
Ayesha Javed 1
Mahrukh Jilani 3
Caleb N. Johnson 1
Madison Johnson
Kathleen C. Jones
Dara Garland Reta Josey 1
Melissa Alegria Jovel
Davin K. Kalena
Nawal Kazmi
Hannah R. Keech 3
Aliza Khan 1
Arshi Khan 1
Hibah S. Khan
Mahnoor Khatri 1
Sabrina Sohail Khowaja 3
Fatima S. Khuram 3
Tiffany Khuu 2
Jaid Chandler King
Rachel M. Kreit
Claire Michelle Kyle 2
Kyle David Lacalameto
Allyssa Marie Lakey
Andy V. Lam 3
Salisa Ann Langer
Melissa Marie Lara 3
Allyssa M. Lassiter

Chelsie Itzel Lazo
Megan Elizabeth Lean 1
Keegan Bryce Lessard 3
Asa Alyce Lewis 1
Sabrina Nichol Lewis 2
Ashton Amanda Lingo
Daniela Fernanda Lopez
Klarissa Leigh Lopez
Luisa Lopez 1
Lesly Lozano
Sol A. Luna 2
Linda T. Luong 3
Lauren Taylor Lyles 1
Joy Chinwe Maduka
Veronica A. Magana
Kevin K. Maina
Kaitlyn Maldonado 1
Maria Antonella Colaiuda Maldonado
Amalia Jasmine Mamedly
Victoria Y. Manrique 3
Javeria Imtiyaz Maredia 3
Izihrie H. Mark
Connie Martinez
Yuriana Martinez
Aniyah S. Mason 2
Dunja Matovic
Samantha Amairiany Mazariegos 1
Lauren Juanita McDonald
Lizbeth Melendez
Selam Michael 2
Cassidy Nicole Miller
Marie Bernarde Anicete Mina 2
Sara Abuzar Momin 2
Abril Maria Martinez Montante 2
Kaylen Nichole Mooney
Ismael M. Moreno
Fiorella Ivana Morin
Katelyn Ann Morin
John Muhamed 1
Joyce A. Murcia 3
Chloe Elise Murphy 2
Alexandria Nicole Nakakura 1
Analise Theresa Navarro
Kimie I. Nevarez
Bao Khanh P. Nguyen 2

Dan T. Nguyen 1
Kristy Uyen Nhi Nguyen
Linda Nguyen
Selena T. Nguyen 1
Song Thuong Nguyen 1
Solevar X. Nunez 1
Ngozi N. Nwachukwu
Jada Esther Oduro
Uzochukwu Feyisike Okoro
Joanna Jannethe Ortiz
Heather M. Ortiz-Souza 1
Cade Alexander Osterman 2
Darshil Nayan Panchal
Rebecca Kay Paredes 2
Nandini Patel
Bria Patterson
Tiffany Pena 2
Brandon Ashley Perez
Johnathan Ricardo Perez
Megan Maria Perez
Emma T. Pham
Jenifer Phan 1
Mark Mitchell Piatti 2
Susanna G. Pressley
Christine J. Pulido 2
Joseph J. Pulido
Cathryn N. Quilaton
Jacob Michael Radka 2
Jyothika Rajagopalan
Itzel Ariana Ramirez
Alejandra Ramos 3
Marcella Victoria Ras
Angel Razo 3
Shannon Rose Reeves
Meghan Elizabeth Reid
Emily A. Reyes 3
Emily B. Reyna 1
Jillian-Gayle F. Rico
Samantha Rios 1
Ali Sayeed Rizvi 3
Mackenzie Elaine Roberts 2
Jackie S. Robinson
Courtney E. Rodgers
Dayana Y. Rodriguez
Kimberly Rodriguez
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Thalia N. Rodriguez
Ana Josefina Rojas
Asiah Halle Root 3
Andrea Rosas
Alayah Ross 3
Jessica K. Ruiz
Roe Monroe Russey 2
Lauren Rafaella Sabillon 3
Urooba Saeed 2
Lauren A. Saenz
Victoria N. Salazar
Jennifer P. Sam
Ashley Denise San Jose
Tanya Jannett Sanchez
Aisha Sangani
Afsona Betul Saytash
Donaldo J. Amaya Schurr
Gigi Barcelo Segui 1
Trevor Lee Serenil
Shaherbano Shah
Sheel D. Shah
Priyanka Sheemar
Zachary Wilson Shilling
Farooq Siddiqui 2
Fizzah N. Siddiqui 3
Sarah Haya Siddiqui 3
Alexis Simmons
Jordyn C. Sinnette
Jasmine Ann Smith 2
Aishatou Soumano 2
Justin Joung Suh
Kirat Kaur Suri 2
Sophia Rosalynd Philomena Sutter 1
Tam Thanh Tang
Mechelle R. Tansil
Karina Tapia 3
Destiny Aubriana Tarver
Aliyah Michelle Taylor

Jacqueline Danielle Taylor
Susmita Thapa
Brianna Simone Thomas
Dervia Thomas
Oleander Ambrosia Allen Tiet 2
Lauren Tijerina 3
Abigail Marie Timmins
Vy N. To 2
Chayse W. Todd
Jose Ivan Torrealba
Alexandria Nichole Torres 3
Colby Noelle Toussant
Thao-Nguyen Tran 3
Jonathan Christopher Trinh
Cinthia Trinidad 2
Sue C. Trinidad 2
April J. Valenzuela
Micaela Andrea Vallerin 2
Fernanda N. Varela 3
Natalia A. Vargas 1
Saialekhya Vatturi 3
Dora Vazquez
Kaii Korrin Veal
Karla Alexis Kintanilla Vedan
John B. Velasquez 1
Darrel B. Villanueva 3
Alejandro Z. Villarreal
Sonia A. Villarreal 2
Natalie Nhu Hao Vo 1
Vivian Vu 3
Carmen B. Wedeking
Riley I. Wiland
Dana Nicole Williams
Laken Ann Williams 1
Patricia Wojcik
Hannah Abigail Wolf 3
Desirae Alexa Wright
Ridwanah Yamin 3

Alexander Yebra
Daniel Yoo
Khadija Murtaza Yusufali
Sara Zaki
Jenny Qiuzhen Zeng
Cinthia Jennifer Jimenez Zenil

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Qwynne Remeny 1

Carlos Campos, Jr. 1
Ashley Nicole Carlisle
Imari Lexi Chatman 2
Natalia De Jesus Hernandez Dominguez
Marta Vinene Epomba
Tatyana Annette Hill
Samantha Hoke
Sam Kuo
Donna Q. Mahoney
Alexis Petcharin Manuel 2
Jaimini P. Mistry
Santiago Naranjo
Jamykal James Neal
Karla Nairym Perez-Acevedo
Qwynne Remeny 1
Jailene Romero 3
Ashley Nicole Serna
Lizeth Walters 2
AB Winter 3

Department of Women’s, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Banner Bearer
Kento Yamamoto 2

Regan M. Mattes 3
Kento Yamamoto 2
Drew Yearwood 3

University of Houston
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University of Houston
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Summer 2023 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 

Department of Hispanic Studies 
Julio Antonio Molinete

Orina dulce: diabetes, familia y migración
Advisor: Cristina Rivera-Garza, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Anthony Gioia

The Association Between Behavioral 
Attention and Academic Achievement:  
A Meta-Analysis
Advisor: Paul Cirino, Ph.D. 

Rogelio David Gonzalez
Moderational Influences on the Impact 
of Pre-Sleep Media use on School-Aged 
Children’s Sleep Patterns
Advisor: Candice A. Alfano, Ph.D.

Rebecca Sara Lipschutz
Impact of Prenatal Stress and Caregiving 
Quality on Neurobiological Markers of 
Stress Reactivity and Psychopathology 
Risk in Early Childhood
Advisor: Johanna Bick, Ph.D. 

Kara Faye Manning
Fatigue and Smoking Relapse
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D. 

Elizabeth Mulkern Raines
Childhood Anxiety: The Contributions of 
Effortful Control, Interpretation Biases, 
and Early Life Stress 
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D., ABPP

Marina Zhukova
Understanding Parenting: Its Variation, 
Origins, and Impact on Children’s 
Outcomes
Advisor: Elena L. Grigorenko, Ph.D.

Developmental, Cognitive  
and Behavioral Neuroscience 
Brandon John Carlos

What is the Locus of Retroactive 
Interference with Working Memory 
Consolidation?
Advisor:  Benjamin Tamber-Rosenau, 

Ph.D.

Social Psychology
Surizaday Serrano Holden

The Prospective Effects of Hurricane 
Exposure and Personality Traits on 
Physical Health and Health Behaviors
Advisor: Rodica Damian, Ph.D.

MASTER’S DEGREES

Master of Arts 

Department of Psychology 
Joahana Segundo 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Department of History
Joseph J. Abbott
Brandon H. Cardenas
Erica D. Delgado
Haley N. Diaz 2
Celine Pineda
Andres Roberto Tello 2

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages

Chinese Studies
Belen Fajardo 1
Dariana Flores

World Cultures and Literatures
Lauren K. Morton

Department of Philosophy
Dylan Shane Arnold
Ishnoor K. Grewal 3
Brendan Kieth Hughes 3
Jonathan Laiman 2
Sam Pennington

Department of Political Science
Omar Akkad 3
Jamilynn Cedeno 3
Samuel D. Eagleton

Madison Kathleen Fielding
Daniela Garcia
Debora G. Herrera
Anika Lakhani
Sabeen A. Mandli
Lauren G. Mckinley
Alan Daniel Moreno
Jennifer Moreno
Greg Norwood
Gabriel William Rodriguez
Angie Ruiz
Nastexa Ulow
Mohammad A. Usmani
Courtney P. Washington

Department of Psychology
Noor T. Abdelkader
Noor Dhamin Najris Al Dhamin
Neha Alam
Madiha Ali 2
Yazan N. Alyasin
Gabrielle Alexis Arsiaga
Roy Atallah 3
Funmilola Ayoola
Veronica Rae Bernal
Claudia Lynne Blowers
Bria E. Bowman 1
Alondra Maday Gomez Bustos
Brooke Valentine Butler
Jacob Anthony Cepeda Camtugan 1
Ruby Cardenas
Marissa Annalyse Carrasco
Kiara Arleth Commodore
Lachae Annquanette Cormier
Tinuade Omotunde Dare
Kat Vedeja Dela Rosa
Emily A. Diaz
Sydni S. Dukes 2
Sorcha Jedaiah Dunn
Jaileen Shania Flores
Alondra Garcia
Zariah Elizabeth Garcia
Jessica Green 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Carlee Michelle Gutierrez
Cinthia Bautista Iglesias
Eraj Kafi
Salisa Ann Langer
Keegan Bryce Lessard 3
Madison T. Lucas
Myriam Guadalupe Medrano
Sofia Robyn Christine Melendres
Sthefanie Guadalupe Mendez
Giavanna Denea Middleton
Erin Milby 2
Mohammad Moaddab 1
Andrew Forrest Moore
Sofia M. Noriega
Olamide Deborah Ode
Adesuwa Maya Osagie
Madison V. Perch
Alfredo O. Perez 2

Ana Serrano Perez 3
Melany M. Pimentel
Sweeni Pitaliya
Joseph J. Pulido
Jillian-Gayle F. Rico
Sierra Justine Robertson
Lysette Alexis Sanchez
Trevor Lee Serenil
Aaminah Shamoon 3
Zane S. Shamsher
Kaila Nicole Smith 2
Landon Smith
Shanae Spade
Sanjana R. Srinivas
Mechelle R. Tansil
Aliyah Michelle Taylor
Fiyona K. Tekie
Michelle Tran 3

Sara Truong 3
Yunelis M. Aviles Valentin
Sydney L. Valentine
Callie Marie Vega
Andres Daniel Villarreal
Kamri L. Wagner
Andrea Wiley
Dana Nicole Williams
Patricia Wojcik
Trinity Addison Wooten
Desirae Alexa Wright 

Department of Sociology
Dan Thuy Vu Duong
Jabeen Fatima Hussain 2
Caleb M. Moore 2
Nicole Alyssa Ponette
Emily Watson
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Message from the Dean

Congratulations, Class of 2023! 

We are excited to gather and celebrate you and your successful journey through 
the University of Houston and the Honors College. 

By persevering through a world pandemic, each of you has made history – 
never losing sight of the goal! But the pandemic did not deter you despite 
unprecedented difficulties.

I’ve been affiliated with the Honors College for more than 45 years of my 48-year career as a faculty 
member at the University of Houston. My association began before it was even a college as you know 
it today – it began as the Honors Program in the 1970’s. Since those initial beginnings, I have seen 
unprecedented growth, both in numbers of students and programs, and in overall quality. I believe that 
the Honors College provides exceptional opportunities to our students and has become increasingly 
important to the University.

You have thrived and grown with the guidance of outstanding faculty and staff as you navigated your way 
through the Honors College’s exceptional academic experiences, real-world service to the community, and 
outstanding opportunities in research.

You are not in the same place you were when you began this journey, and neither is the College. During 
your time in Honors, you have been a part of its dynamic growth and development with the addition of 
new minors, a record-breaking number of awardees of scholarships and major awards, and expanded 
opportunities for co-curricular engagement and research.

As you begin your careers or continue your studies through graduate or professional programs, we know 
you are well prepared to lead in your chosen field and continue contributing solutions to the grand 
challenges of tomorrow. 

Although you’re graduating, the Honors College will always be a part of your life. Stay connected with 
the College as an alum and I hope you will support the College’s programs and scholarships for future 
generations that will come behind you. 

Go Coogs! 

Stuart Long 
Interim Dean  
and Associate Dean, Undergraduate Research
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.



Spring 2023 Commencement 39

University of Houston
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University Honors with Honors in Major

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Joseph David Royer

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Caitlyn M. Foret
Tatiana Haddad
Alfonso Morgan Reyes
Alexandra Rafaela Samperio
Esraa Wasel

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Erin Colleen Satterwhite

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Arturo De La Barcena
Kevin Fleming
Shanzeh Imran
Veera Venkata Ramprajwal Vempatti
Iva Jane Wagner

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Daniel Lim
Maxximus Ganesh Ramsaroop
Ritu Ranganath Sampige

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines  
College of Architecture  
and Design
Akanksha S. Bhatia
Pooja K. Desai
Jessica I. Merhav

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Turab Abbas
Aisha Adebisi
Kiana Akhlaghi
Allysa Nadine Aquino
Jared-Daniel Garcia Blanco
Jordan Cavarrubio
Abhaya Chopra
Hannah Collins
Carissa Denise Daniels
Kathy Marisol De Leon
Ishaan Desai
Ashley Dhaliwal
Jose Diez
Taylor Marie Diggs
Britney Phuong Dzu
Lee Ecat
Michaela Camille Edwards

Atika Fatima
Giselle Galletti
Amrutha Sreya Gorthi
Patricia Estefania Hernandez
Gerald Charles Howard
Poornima Harikrishnan Iyer
Joaquin Emmanuel Jamerlan
Salma Kadrie
Tara Nur Kamal
Jacob Myoung-Koo Kang
Dhruv Kini
Zayd Latheef
Lauren Elizabeth Lattin
Ariana Lee
November Lee
Phinesa Anne Malroy
Caitlin Mantei
Aniq Maredia
Miguel Martinez
Mark Douglas Mcmillan
Drew Thomas Middleton
Katherine Miranda Brizuela
Alexander Mosqueda
Vincent Thanh Nguyen
Ayah Obeid
Jessica Obispo
Vivek Patel

Angeline Pham
Anna Minh Pham
Brianna Marie Pham
Francheska Quintanilla
Hala Faisal Rawas
Manasi Reddy
Nicholas Thomas Renfro
Claudia Rodriguez
Oscar Rovira
Aysha Saif
Dewan Muhammed Ariyan-Bin Sayeed
Zachary Schroeder
Sabah Shaikh
Abby Shelenhamer
Amritha Siby
Ashley Siloran
Gauravjit Singh
Isabella Stack
Ahmed Syed
Yahya Muhammad Tayyan
Victoria Mitteness Teoh
Bridget Alexis Tindal
Van Tructuong Tran
Britney Turcios
Ana Beatriz Vallejo Herrera
Angela Lubay Villaruel
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College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Brenda Natalie Benitez
Arye Sanjay Bhide
Saman Butt
Aaron Chang
Kaleb M. Clark
Erika Cruz
Nandita Milind Deo
Maya K. Dompier
Tiffany Tram Duong
Rayana Fadhli
Genesis A. Garay
Adrian Gonzalez
Jenna Kathryn Goodrich
Simone Lynn Green
Alexandra Hayek
David Paul Hilton
Stella Angeliki Iliakis
Ayesha Javed
Deaunte Deshuwn Johnson
Ella Gormah Johnson
Bryce R. Jones
Cedra Muna Kadrie
Xavier Kaleemullah
Anthony S. Kehl
Tanvi Shrihari Kelkar
Rahima Khan
Zenah Khatib
Joseph Kim
Taylor A. Laredo
Veronica J. Ledezma Monsivais
Grace Lytle
Monica Ebende Madiba
Alexis Petcharin Manuel
Abigail Rosamond Martin
Yuriana Martinez
Alice Martirossian
Abigail Miranda
Maya Ruba Moujaes
Erin M. Myers
Farah Nazar
Ethan Cole Palay
Jennifer Sofia Perez
Olivia Caroline Pirtle
Christine Jeanelle Pulido

Jyothika Rajagopalan
Ivanna Raudales
Mackenzie Rivers
Aysha Saif
Kathryn Sen Gupta
Amritha Siby
Farooq Siddiqui
Sarah Siddiqui
Eos J. Sison
Neha Sunkara
Sophia Rosalynd Philomena Sutter
Anna Ruth Taylor
Vivian Tran
Angélica Luz Vences
Phillip Rio Yonekawa-Blest

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Frances Bolger
Mackenzie Hart
Meagan Rachelle Smallwood
Claudette Maria Vega Anchondo

College of Education
Jacqueline N. Diep
Carlos Gerardo Fuentes
Maheen Hassan
Margaret M. Kamholz
Alexis Petcharin Manuel
Jordan Ezekiel Pemberton
Jamie N. Rose

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Anaga Ajoy
Chandika Teja Akula
Smithson Arrey-Tabot Arrey
Tony A. Bandak
Carlos Benitez
Cody S. Betzner
Emma Dunaway Bond
Penny Lane Bond-Reading
Sean Michael Bruzdoski
Nicole Burke
Josiah Thomas Cherian

Mikayla Eryn Deehring
Blake Stephen Demler
Michela V. Durrette
Jonathan D. Eisenbrandt
Ryeen Farangi
Mariana Garcia Acosta
Patrick D. Garza
Lediya Haider
Danny A. Hamed
Nikki M. Hammond
Zachary Trent Iglesia
Abigail Brianna Janvier
Kailee B. Keiser
Amy Erna Koelbel
Anthara R. Krishnan
Jacob Lightfoot
Jiyuan Luo
Dalen Trigg Masur
Bryan Lewis McElvy
Mohammed Kazim Mirza
Annabelle N. O’Day
Ali A. Oufi
Akhil Piyush Patel
Kevin Philip
Donovan Pik
Syed S. Rahman
Collin James Rhodes
Elizabeth R Richardson
Jacob N. Rimlinger
Caleb W. Rogers
Tala Shannak
Aliasghar Irfan Shariff
Anique Ur Rehman Siddiqui
Patricio Silva
Kathryn Simmons
Hailey P. Stafford
Conlan Taylor
Kevin Hoang Tran
Eva E. Treviño
Alexa Faith Truong
Megan K. Truong
Sophia A. Urh
Matthew M. Van Houten
Jeremy A. Yarbrough
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Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Mikela S. Berger
Maya Ruba Moujaes

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Aleeah Afzal
Mariam Al Shaikhly
Geremi Louise Bermudez Alvarez
Hufsa Arain
Laraib Arain
Eithan Austria
Janelle Lynette Bauske
Santiago Bukowitz
Melanie Bustos
Natalie Bustos
Frederick Clague
Erika Cruz
Eduardo Dagnino
Jada Rena Dye
Jack Elgie
Emma Nicole Garcia
Juan Paulo Gonzales
Joaquin C. Gonzalez
Laeticia Guenoun
Daniella Guerrero
Linda Akram Habazi

Lainey Hannemann
Kristen Harris
Benjamin Haverty
Andrea Hernandez Gonzalez
Gerald Charles Howard
Tasneem Islam
Gayathry James
Srijith Kambala
Ilam Karediya
Fatimah Khan
Zuha Khan
Zeyad Koussayer
Oluwaseun Lagbenro
Kenneth Khanh Lam
Kathryn Jane Landers
Harrison Le
Veronica J. Ledezma Monsivais
Krystal Gail Lester
Jennifer Sophia Lin
Guadalupe Lombera
Sara Loubani
Maria Lozano
Anuraag Raghav Madabushi
Clara Martin
Mark Mathews
Lynnsie Nicole McBride
Noor Dhamin Najris Al Dhamin
Melika Nassizadeh
Nha Nguyen
Ryan Nguyen
Victor Van Nguyen

Radha Nune
Ahsan Omer
Eric Ou
Kala Thanh Pham
Heeba Rahman
Steven Ramirez
Sallianne Roher
Leah Rose Rowan
Zukhruf Saeed
Jyothsana Sajan
Liana Salehian
Angel Santhosh
Leslie Gabriela Sapon
Hammaad Mohammad Sayyed
Sarah Siddiqui
Mallika Singh
Caroline Ann Sizemore
Noor Souman
Adelaide Stevens
Neha Sunkara
Hafsa Athar Syed
Nga Phi Thai
Carissa Brooke Timpf
Olivia Uyen Tran
Phuong Vu Tran
Phuongthy Tran
Ekta Upadhyay
Nesreen Sara Zahra
Peijun Zhao
Kayla Denise Zinsmeyer

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Lauren Taylor Lyles

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Damon Renel Spencer

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Damon Renel Spencer 

College of Education
Lauren Taylor Lyles

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Collegiate Honors

Gerald D. Hines  
College of Architecture  
and Design
Marina E. McCree
Emily Morgan Mendenhall
Ana Gabriela Perez Orozco

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Gustavo De Toni Uchoa
Michael Liam Ryan

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Hajar Ahmed
Somtochi S. Anyalebechi
Marlen E. Avila Moreno
Alaina Nichole Bartholomew
Rachel Genevieve Byrd
Jacquelyn Clendening
Surwondolyn Wilkerson Dixon
Caeley Maya Dodson
Lena Eghneim
Walter Figueroa
Shreya Gade
Jean-Paul R. Gazzaneo Duarte
Ishleen Kaur Gulati
Sarabeth Hanz
Hariza Hussain
Davin Kade Kalena
Samantha Marie Lara

Keegan Bryce Lessard
Leslly Magana
Dominique Pearl Mcclain
Connor Spencer Norris
Marissa D. Ortiz
Catherine Lee Perez
Enrique Salinas
Jasmine Ann Smith
Sydney Stogel
Emily June Strathouse
Kenneth Valencia

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Jamie Lee Koenig
Sorin Jeremiah Pena

College of Education
Madeleine Hsieh
Kyungmi Kim

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Noah T. Ashworth
Fayez H. Elkaissi
Brian Muhammad Irianto
Daniel M. Johns
Arundhati Krishna
Luke I. Lehman
Alexander Matthew Muffler 
Erah Noor

Jerome Tanamor Raceles
Kyle Ramsey
Lillian Mae Roelofs
Nivriti Sabhnani
Chloe Shivers

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Lina Emad Abdelgabar
Hajar Ahmed
Joseph Christopher Babu
Christopher Scott Cerino
Justin Wei Ong Chan
Ruby Dang
Peter Hoang Dinh
Rafael Augustus Estrada
Mohammad Asad Farooqui
Daniel Fernandez
Axit Itsai Garcia
Carter Elliott Herweck
Derek Michael Huber
Hafsa Latif
Rael Merry Memnon
Claudia Padilla
Annalika S. Parambil
Muhammad Asad Rehan
Thanh Tran
Matthew David Woodring
Nabiha Zaman

Membership in The Honors College

Gerald D. Hines  
College of Architecture  
and Design
Marina E. Latto
Maria Fernanda Noguera
Kristen Robles Sagun

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Parsa Alizadeh
Claire N. Coffey
Chase Allan Fulmer
Sarah M. Imran

Chase D. Martin
Allyson Mussell
Jose P. Samperio
Haley Suchyta
Sonia A. Villarreal

University of Houston
The Honors College
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College of Education
Wafa Mazhari

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Alejandro Garcia Camacho
Adam Jacob Haut
Aleena Khawaja
Jared Schuette
Anh Thu N. Tran

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Reena Y. Zou

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Tommy Lin
Enrique Martinez
Brennan Mercker

Omar Meziou
Luke Nguyen
Thanh Nguyen
An Minh Pham
Anil Shanker
Luat Ethan Tran

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College  
of Nursing
Emery White

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines  
College of Architecture  
and Design
Triciajane Nonato Asuncion
Bruno Belo Teles Xavier
Gina Marie Biscardi
Rodrigo Alberto Gallardo
Luis Martinez Gallardo
Andrew J. Medina
Regyna Palacios Dorant
Allan Vidal Perez
Kieran Inteus Renfrow
Sara Consuelo Romero
Yasmeen Saab
Pornpun Kim Saotonglang
Blake Ashton Wilcox

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Salma Tais Argueta
Carlos Campos
Aaron Edson
Nicolas Musemeche
Rosalind Williamson

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Christina N. Quinn

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Shawn Fields
Tae Young Lim
Joshua Micaiah Wade

University of Houston
The Honors College



44 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927



Spring 2023 Commencement 45

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Alumni Association

Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Congratulations 2023 Graduates!
Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association. 
You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your 
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next 
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering, using 
your UH Go app to login as an alumnus, joining a group, coming to 

events, to becoming a Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless. 
To start your journey as an alumnus, please scan the QR code below so you can enjoy all the 
activities that soon await you. In the meantime, enjoy this moment and continue to soar.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Wayne Luckett (’74) 
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/

Have You Completed  
Your Alumni Checklist?
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