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Message from the President

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

Congratulations on receiving your college degree. Today, your 
longtime dream becomes a reality, and I join your family and 
friends in celebrating this milestone with you. I am a big believer 
in the power of dreams and resiliency. To graduate from college, 
despite the challenges of the past few years, is a testament to your 

unwavering commitment and ability to dream big. 

Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or hail from collegiate 
scholars, your hard work and determination have brought you to this milestone. You 
are a generation who faced a global pandemic yet stayed focused on your studies and 
goals. You excelled against the odds, and this adversity has prepared you to face the 
professional world with more grit than any generation before. I applaud you for all that 
you have achieved.

Please take time to thank your professors, advisors, family and friends who supported 
you on this journey. It takes community to accomplish your goals, and I ask that you 
stay humble and give back to those in need as you go on to even greater heights. 

You have received a Tier One education from the University of Houston. This is the 
home of industry leaders, nationally top-ranked academic programs, world-renowned 
faculty, an NCAA Final Four basketball team, cutting-edge research and so much more. 
I know in my heart that you are now ready to compete and become leaders in your 
chosen careers. Now, work hard, dream big and shine on. 

Go Coogs!

Warmest regards,

Renu Khator 
President, University of Houston
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Message from the Provost

Dear Fall Graduates,

You’ve traveled a long road to reach this moment, but here you are! 
Congratulations on earning a degree from the University of Houston.

Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or 
perhaps a second-generation Cougar, today’s ceremony marks a 

significant moment in your lives. It’s also special for the University of Houston as your 
success has been our priority since you first stepped foot on campus. 

Now, you embark on new journeys. Some of you may be entering the workforce. Others 
may be headed to graduate school. No matter your destination, please remember those 
who helped you get to this point.

Stay in touch with peers, professors and staff members and remind them that their 
guidance supported your academic journeys. Also, thank your spouses, siblings, parents, 
grandparents and others in attendance today for their daily inspiration.

Of course, be sure to truly recognize the one person responsible for today’s celebration—
you! You balanced classes, work, family and other obligations. It wasn’t easy, but you did it. 
Now, you are poised to reap the rewards of a degree from UH.

Although you are leaving this wonderful campus, you will remain a member of our 
University family. You now carry the proud tradition of past UH graduates and will 
represent our institution in your professional endeavors. Be proud of your time here, and 
let others know that you are now and forever a Cougar.

Once again, congratulations! 

Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston
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University of Houston System

Board of Regents
Tilman J. Fertitta, Chairman

Alonzo Cantu, Vice Chairman 
John A. McCall, Jr., Secretary

Durga D. Agrawal 
Gregory C. King  

Beth Madison
Jack B. Moore

Tammy D. Murphy
Ricky Raven
Mielad Ziaee

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Bettina Beech 
Chief Population Health Officer

Eloise Brice 
Vice President for University Advancement and Alumni 

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Susie Gronseth 
President, UH Faculty Senate

Lisa K. Holdeman 
Vice President for Marketing and Communications

Michael Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Vice President for Energy and Innovation

Elwyn C. Lee 
Vice President for Neighborhood and Strategic Initiatives

Daniel M. Maxwell 
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs

Claudia Neuhauser 
Interim Vice President for Research

Michael Pedé 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations

Chris Pezman 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Government and Community Relations

Stephen J. Spann 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and 

Founding Dean, Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans

Heidi Appel 
The Honors College

Leonard M. Baynes 
UH Law Center

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean 

Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Jim Granato 
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Catherine Horn 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Chair 

College of Education

Athena N. Jackson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

University of Houston Libraries

Sarah C. Larsen 
Vice Provost and Dean of the Graduate School  

Interim Dean 
Graduate College of Social Work

Teri Elkins Longacre 
Senior Vice Provost and Dean 

Undergraduate Student Success – Integrated Studies

Daniel P. O’Connor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Patricia Belton Oliver 
ACSA Distinguished Professor 

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Paul A. Pavlou 
Cullen Distinguished Chair 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

F. Lamar Pritchard 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Pharmacy 

College of Pharmacy

Dennis Reynolds 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Pradeep Sharma 
Interim Dean  

Hugh Roy and Lillie Cranz Cullen  
Distinguished University Professor 
Cullen College of Engineering

Stephen J. Spann 
Founding Dean 

Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

Kathryn M. Tart 
Founding Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing

Michael Twa 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry 

College of Optometry

Dan E. Wells 
Distinguished Professor of Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, it 
prospered and officially became the four-year University 
of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the college attained 
land for a permanent campus, and in 1939 it constructed 
its first building, the Roy G. Cullen Building. The 
University became a state institution in 1963.

The University includes 14 academic colleges, one 
school, and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 270 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
46,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve a 
diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the resources 
of the Gulf Coast Region complement and enrich the 
University’s academic programs, providing students 
with professional expertise, practical experience and 
career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s 
oldest and most prestigious academic honor society, 
awarded UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. 
This designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood: Brown 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Red

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine Degree 
 Hood: Kelly Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Andy and Barbara Gessner 
College of Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree Hood: Gold 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
 Hood: Seafoam Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree  Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
 Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Red

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Undergraduate Student Success – 
Integrated Studies

Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: White

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Fall 2023

Anahy Baca
Bachelor of Science in Retailing and Consumer Science

Cullen College of Engineering 

Kayla Huhn
Bachelor of Arts in English
Bachelor of Arts in Spanish

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Malak Khalil
Bachelor of Science in Political Science

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Emily Nguyen
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance

C.T. Bauer College of Business

My Tran
Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Management Information Systems

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Trinity Tran
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning

College of Education

Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the Federal 
Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion

The Honorable Sylvester Turner

Mayor of the City of Houston

Sylvester Turner is the 62nd mayor of Houston, a position he has 
held since 2016. Born and raised as one of nine children in the Acres 
Homes community of northwest Houston, Turner was a natural-born 
leader. During high school, he was president of Student Council, a 
member of the science, chess and Mu Alpha Theta clubs, and class 
valedictorian. He earned his bachelor’s degree in political science 

from the University of Houston in 1977 and graduated from Harvard Law School in 1980. 

Since taking office, Turner has passed seven balanced budgets, led the city’s remarkable 
rebound from Hurricane Harvey, championed historic pension reform, created the 
Hire Houston Youth program and launched Houston’s first Climate Action Plan – a 
comprehensive strategy for Houston to lead the global energy transition. One of Turner’s 
signature priorities is Complete Communities — an initiative to revitalize and improve 
Houston’s most underserved neighborhoods. In complement of the initiative, in 2018 he 
announced a $30 million joint agreement with Harris County to transform seven streets 
around UH and Texas Southern University. 

Before becoming mayor, Turner served for 27 years in the Texas House as the representative 
for District 139. During his tenure, he served on the House Appropriations Committee, 
Legislative Budget Board, as Speaker Pro Tem and on several budget conference committees. 

Turner has received numerous honors including the Ohtli Award, the Mexican government’s 
highest honor; Rice Kinder Institute’s Stephen L. Klineberg Award; the United States 
Conference of Mayors Local Arts Leadership Award; and the President Bush Medal for 
Empowerment of People with Disabilities, among others. 

He’s been a proud and vocal supporter of UH, recognizing its symbiotic relationship 
with the city. For his unwavering dedication and service, Turner has been awarded UH’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award, the Elected Public Official of the Year award and its Pioneer 
of Public Service Award. The Sylvester Turner Academic Distinction Scholarship and the 
Sylvester Turner Scholarship Endowment Fund within the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences were established in his honor. 

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to  
individuals and organizations that have distinguished themselves by their support of  

the University of Houston and the community.
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Message from the Dean

Class of 2023: Congratulations on your graduation from the University 
of Houston!

Commencement is a time for reflection, celebration, and looking to the 
future. During your time as a student at UH, you demonstrated that you 
are resilient, both individually and as a group. Your determination, along 
with the support of family, friends, classmates, faculty, and staff, provided 

you the drive needed to complete your degree.
You have persevered, and you have succeeded. Today we celebrate that success!
I believe that challenges along your path, and there were many challenges these past few years, 
were opportunities for you to grow, gain wisdom, and learn to adapt. The faculty and staff of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences aimed to challenge your thinking, strengthen your 
knowledge, and deepen your appreciation of the world in all its complexity and diversity. We now 
applaud your accomplishment.
Your experiences at UH will serve you well as you transition to the next phase of your life. Your 
graduation is the first step, a very large step, on your path to great achievements.
As a new graduate, you have the opportunity to contribute constructively to society, utilizing the 
knowledge and skills you have acquired here. You have the privilege of shaping a brighter future 
for all of us. I look forward to the future that you will create.
The College is delighted to welcome you into the ranks of our alumni. I hope you will keep in 
touch with your classmates and maintain strong ties with the University of Houston. We need the 
energy and support of our alumni as the University of Houston becomes a top 50 public research 
university, and beyond. I know we can rely on you.
Please accept my best wishes for your continued success. Be well, stay safe and Go Coogs!

Dr. Daniel P. O’Connor 
Dean

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, December 15, 2023, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 GREETINGS FROM UH SYSTEM The Honorable Ricky Raven 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 INTRODUCTION OF Dean O’Connor 
 PRESIDENT'S MEDALLION HONOREE 

 PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT’S MEDALLION President Khator

  The Honorable Sylvester Turner 
  Mayor, City of Houston

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean of Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony

Fall 2023 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics
Luis Eduardo Salinas Huerta

Two Essays in Empirical Finance in 
Mexico.
Faculty Advisor: Bent Sørensen, Ph.D. 

Department of English
Justin Perle Dykes

Intervening in First-Year Composition: 
Overcoming Writing-Related Trauma 
through Reflective Journal Writing.
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Shepley, Ph.D.

Katherine M. Highfill
A Political Anatomy of Rhetoric & 
Composition's Job Market.
Faculty Advisor: J. Kastely, Ph.D. 

Liam Michael Stone
"Being What You Are": Exploring 
Compulsory Cisgenderness in Early 
Twentieth-Century Modernism.
Faculty Co-Committee Chairs:  
Maria Gonzalez, Ph.D. and  
Margot Backus, Ph.D.

Department of Hispanic Studies 
Valentina Käthe Jager Lopezllera 

Guía de Campo al Bosque Nacional Sam 
Houston: Necroturismo y turismo verde 
en Texas.
Faculty Advisor:  
Guillermo De Los Reyes, Ph.D.

Julio Antonio Molinete
Aguas menores: diabetes, familia y 
migración.
Faculty Advisor:  
Cristina Rivera Garza, Ph.D.

Department of History
Patrick Donovan Higgins

Palestinian Revolution and World 
Imperialism in the ‘American Century,’ 
1945-1972.
Faculty Advisor:  
Abdel Razzaq Takriti, Ph.D. 

Department of Psychology 

Clinical Psychology 
Angela Lynn Richardson

The Longitudinal Impact of Gratitude 
and Hope on PTSD and Well-Being in 
U.S. Armed Forces Veterans.
Faculty Advisor:  
Matthew W. Gallagher, Ph.D..

Master’s Degrees

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication 
Symone Daniels
Olivia Donnelly 
Grace Eseoghene Egwede 
Sophia Pakravan
Keylee Paz 
Diana R. Reyes

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies

Master of Arts  
in Anthropology
Anna V. Escobedo
Colleen A. Kennedy
Christian J. New

Department of Economics 

Applied Economics 
Michael Yekele Ogbuigwe 
Kadjo Frederika Amelie Debora Yapo

Department of English 
Madison Elizabeth Brown

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 

Master of Arts  
in Sport and Fitness 
Administration
Oluwatoke Awofala
Bowen Liu
Ajala Chanelle McGregor

Master of Science  
in Human Nutrition 
Valeria Amari

Department of History 
Eric Nathaniel Boutin-Bloomberg
Nicole Deere McCarthy

Department of Philosophy 
Rose Elizabeth Sanchez

Department of Psychology 
Ebenezer O. Edema-Sillo
Joshua Michael Garcia
Nicole Amber Hall
Lillian Reed Jackson
Mariana Selene Lopez
Ilia Markov 
Andrea I. Mustafa
Kalifa Nailah Thomas

Department of Sociology
Wanjun Chen
Fatma Demirtas 
Emilie R. Fisher
Nasim Koohi

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Daniela A. Castro 1

Advertising
Rose Therese Hayden
Jung Won Yang

Communication Studies
German Amaya
Abigail Nicole Arriaga
Mariam Bano 3
Alyssa Marie Curiel 3
Gavin Santilli Gately
Cao Kim Ngoc Hoang 2
Allison T. Mestayer
Yareli Olivares
Monica Alejandra Ruiz 2
Samantha Erin Zumwalt

Corporate Communication
Naeemah I. McCants
Mireille Hassenboehler Patman 1

Health Communication
Sharifa Z. Al-Hashimi
Taahir Kamal Busaidy
Leslie Gonzalez 3
Alyssa Hernandez
Talynn Nichell Webb
Stephanie Leigh Wentworth

Interpersonal Communication
Jessica Faythe Hurwitz

Journalism
Auyana Ajalae Aird
Winter Kamille Bogan
Chelsie Celestino 3
Clarke Deaton Crawford
Kaitlyn Daniels
Ismael Senir Figueroa
Nohemi Yamileth Flores 2

Diana Maria Gutierrez
James F. Gutierrez
Caitlyn Gisele Herrera 1
Alexis H. Laugermann 3
Amy Marquez
Alicia A. McWilliams
Kayla N. Montano 2
Alyssa Montemayor
Alonzo Moses
Jo’tavia Norbert 3
Alexandrine A. Perin
Paige E. Rincon
Trevor Ryan Stall 3
Suni Walker 3

Media Production
Sofia A. Armintor
Jackson Wayne Calderon
Valerie Mia Cantu
Daniela A. Castro 1
Omar Jose Alvarado Chavez 3
Roxanne Coder
Rachel Joanna Dsouza
August Robert William Estes 2
Leena M. Sharma Gonzalez 1
Austin L. Harper 3
Tyler Austin Hermes 2
Andrea Chau Hoang 1
Tanner B. Johnson
Nadia Kaissi 3
Yaisa K. Khek
Jefferyi P. Magtubo 2
Sylvia Joana Mollo 2
Tuan Anh Nguyen
Daniel Rey Padron
Marisol Elizabeth Penry 1
Kaitlyn Anh Pham 3
Antonio De Jesus Trejo Pineda
Jose Santos Pinon
Chirelle La’Nette Riley
Angelica Cristina Rivera
Clara Ann Bolanos Saenz
Mya A. Samuel 3
John Otto Schloz 2
Ashley Danielle Sheppard 2

Jamaun Thornes
Deztiny S. Wallace 2
Alyssa R. Wilson
Jmal Naser Yousef

Media Studies
Kimberly Santibanez Madrigal

Public Relations
Andrea Crowl 1
Laura Rae Ann McFarlane 3
Carlos Jair Rodriguez

Strategic Communication
Shermin Ahsan
Becky Alvarado
Elizabeth Ann Barrera
Celia C. Bonilla
Alexis Bradfute
Saige M. Cade 2
Abigail L. Cantu
Angelica Chavez 3
Andrea Guadalupe De La Cruz 2
Katia De Los Reyes
Audrey M. Decancio 2
Isabella M. Evidente
Valeria Mares Gutierrez
Mollie Grace Hanna 2
Samira Marie Hassanieh
Hyatt J. Hogan
Samuel Powell Jobko
Sunshine Lim
Francis Dominique Lopez
Diego Alejandro Mena
Karina Daniela Moncada
Laura Mosquera
Erika Ann Munoz
Kevin Ngo 1
Andrea Jacqueline Pena 2
Shlan I. Petros
Shayla Yen Phuong Pham 2
Vivian Amber Reyes
Alyssa Rose Taliaferro 2
Jason J. Teyuca
Van-Anh Thi Tran 1
John Eury Trevino

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Fabiola Cuevas Venegas
Carla Williams 2

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Haley Michelle Schrader 1

Lina Imad Abuarafah
Yasamin Bina
Christine Chu Bowyer 1
Lynn Cao 3
Tatiana Alexis Cedillos
Sabrina F. Corneh
Victoria A. Cyriac
Emily E. Driver 1
Michelle Espinoza 3
Karen G. Rocha Garcia
Alejandra I. Gomez 1
Melinda Herrera 2
Muskan Hossain 2
Adrialys L. Luna 2
Leah Elizabeth Mosqueda 2
Quyen Tu Pham
Haley Michelle Schrader 1
Melissa Turcios

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Nicholas Michael Vega 1

Anthropology
Adrinika C. Atkinson
Gina Esperanza Cardenas
Gerald Goossens 2
Christian Vance Kreider
Margaret Elizabeth Langeland
Alyssa Gail Martinez
Diana M. Martinez
Theresa Martinez 3
Spencer Camille Nassar 3
Nicholas Michael Vega 1

Liberal Studies
Turiya Markay Coleman
Lauren Ruth deFrance

Andrea Manuela Guerra
Jonathan Rex Hadnot, Jr.
Matthew B. Henry
Katsumi J. Higo
Alysha R. Hunsinger 3
Jazzlyn Levigne 2
Zuber Malek
Meredith Virginia McConnell 3
Joseph Gray Mulligan 3
Morgan Steffan 3
Elizabeth Marie Villegas
Christian Welch

Religious Studies
Anna Claire Rech
Gracie Irene Schwartz
Eric Shin 2

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Yobel Torreon Polestico 1

Emily Akverdev 1
Emily J. Chan
Jake Alan Cline 2
Valezka M. Cordero 3
Donovan Christian Dastmalchian
Pablo Del Olmo
Wenqing Ding
Matthew T. Estes
Ramisa Fariha
Gabriel I. Fernandez
Marco Antonio Figueroa
Julia Glasgow
Vincent I. Gonzalez
Shackera Shackeem Hanson
Tomacina Harris
Amna Hasica
Rylee Madisson Johnson
Michael Nikolaos Koutsanellos
Ryan D. Mai 2
Zane Rahim Maknojia
Tyler Scott Mitchell 3
Ryan Sung-Yong Oh 3
Daniel A. Olano 2
Carlos Arturo Olave

Daniel Orlando Segura Perez 3
Javier I. Perez 3
Tevin Ray Petrie
Yobel Torreon Polestico 1
Romina Sahagun
Alejandro Gonzalez Salinas 2
Amy Ninette Sanchez
Zaim Z. Sunesara 2
Datreese L. Thomas
Steven T. Tran 2
Chiemerie Francis Uliem
Wian Van Dyk 2
Angel Said Rodriguez Velarde 2
Muhammad Aamir Wahab
Hou Nam Yau

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Kayla Huhn 1

Eduardo Jose Aguilar 2
Ava G. Alaniz 1
Travis Allen Broussard
Emanuelle Josef Carpio 3
Cameron B. Cochran 2
Violet Crain 1
Tripp Dishaw
Melissa Raquel Hernandez
Kayla Huhn 1
Angela L. Jardina 1
Jeremy S. Johnson
Brooke Ashlynn Korenek
Sean R. Kouri 3
Jacob Alexander Laroche 3
Natalia Llaguno
Luis G. Martinez 3
Connor Monical
Barbara Monroy
Ryan T. Nelson 3
Chelsea H. Nguyen
Victoria Peguero 3
Estefania Perez
Kimberly Janet Rios
Caelan A. Roche 3
Sydney Nicole Schaefer 2
Ammar Siddiqui 2

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Joshua Lane Theis
Samantha M. Torres
Emily C. Vincent
Zoe Paige Winter 2
Acxel Rebecca Zambrano

Department of Health 
and Human Performance
Banner Bearer
Kaitlyn T. Bui 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Zeinab Ali Aal Shareef
Lana Osama Abdellatif
Hanna Mary Abraham
Heba Zaher Abukwaik
Maryam Ahmed
Samar Nazar Al Halboosi
Angel M. Anderson
Christina Joanne Ayala
Jericho D. Aznar 3
Maryam Baqer
Kennan Bernard-Kravitz
Thiago Castilho 3
Zahra Chowdhury
Christian Jared Cortez
Larissa I. Davis
Fathy Elsayem
Hector E. Estevez
Sofia L. Gaviria-Vargas
Sevda Zehra Gokay
Joselyne Irene Gonzalez
Anna Maria P. Hoang
Qirat Kashif 2
Arandeep Kaur
Atrubah Khan
Sana Khan 2
Veronica Michelle Kresse
Jayden Minh Luu
Dan Nguyen Mai 3
Ernesto Martinez
Christy Mathew
Leann S. Mieth 3
Alejandra Navarro 3
Jordan V. Nguyen
Ricky Phi Long Nguyen 3

Emily Nicholson
Roxanne Nikki Nouri
Chukwudi D. Ogbonnaya
Laurel Catherine Post
Sana A. Qureshi 3
Maria Camill Feliciano Ramillano
Muqarrab Rashid
Mohammad H. Rizvi
Darryl Rashon Robinson
Melissa Leslie Rurangirwa 1
Zurisadai Damaris Salgado
Nelly D. Salinas
Shabana N. Sarwar
Taha Rab Siddiqui 1
Maher Sinno 2
Weini Song
Ifra B. Syeda
Lanna Tuyet Tran 2
Joachim Yap Vergara 2
Malaak I. Wari
Lian Aurelia Wong 2
Caitlin Janice Young
Ghazale Zod

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Parham Abolhassani 2
Hanna Mary Abraham
Damilola A. Ademuyewo
Michael Derek Adrion
Alyson Alejandre 3
Alejandro Alvarado
Josiah E. Arenas
Sarah G. Basith
Kameron D. Berry
Lucas Edwards Black
Jacob A. Bounds
Kaitlyn T. Bui 1
Adrian Feil Canizares
Olivia Marie Carter
Yamilet G. Castillo
Kyle S. Caswell
Nathan Angelo D. Cerdena
Ayanna Chavez
Massimo Coletta 2
Celeste M. Contreras

Daniela Contreras
Ramon Contreras, Jr.
Matthew Wayne Cosmi
Ashley Diane Cox
Anatoly N. Cuello
Leigha M. Davis
Kenneth Wayne Davis III
Maritza J. Diaz
Joan Thu Dinh
Allyson B. Duester 1
Blanca A. Esparza
David Montemayor Esparza
Eliot Stefan Espelage
Momina Fiyaz 3
Leslie Lizzeth Garza
Kosbe E. Gay
Cecylia Julia Golaszewski
Abygail Gomez 2
Juliana Gomez
Joe A. Gonzalez
James E. Goodman 2
Karen Hanna 3
Kevin J. Herrera 3
Moe Hussaini
Favour Emeka Ihenwe
Sona Sara Jacob 2
Michael Marcell Jenkins 2
Ishika Katwala 3
Ellie Renee Kempa
Alyssa V. King
Michelle Nicole Klein
Roger Lara
Mini Cao Le
Dante’ Jamal Ledet
Briana Aileen Ledezma
Thuy Thi Minh Luong
Francisco Javier Maldonado
Rohale A. Mallick
Roberto C. Maravilla
Jesselynn Marquez
Hector Martinez
Demetric M. Mass
Ashlyn Savannah McGee 3
Loren Michelle McKinley
Abram Aldair-Lee Mendez 3

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Valeria Gissell Mendoza
Alex Alexander Meza
Priscilla Munoz
Tommy Ngo 2
Jennifer Thi Nguyen 2
Minh-Kiet A. Nguyen
Nancy N. Nguyen
Thach Thien Nhi Nguyen
Tiffanie Ngoc Nguyen 3
Ike Nwachukwu
German Ortega 1
Fernando Patricio Pena
Kelley Phan 2
Faith Pinon
Nathan Caleb Prestwich
Maciel Alejandra Guerrero Prieto
Rebecca Ramirez
Kylee Morgan Ramsey
Alexa Rivera
Christina Elizabeth Rodriguez
Esmeralda Rodriguez
Tania F. Rodriguez
Andrey Ruiz
Sahab Sahragard 1
Francisco Javier Sainz 2
Naila Salazar
Kimberly E. Sanchez
Sarah Aliza Sasson 2
Ajdin Selimovic
Bria D. Smith
Steve Lawrence Smith, Jr.
Gabriel Eduardo Soliz
Caroline M. Sparks 1
Lauren Nicole Tennis
Lan M. To 2
Ethan Tran
Giancarlo Vertti
Monica Villa De Leon
Valeria Villanueva
Janson V. Vo
Kaitlyn Kim Anh Vu
Kim Tuyet Vu 3
Makiyra G. Wadley
Alexandra Grace Wolf
Hannah N. Zwerneman

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Conner Matthew Branek
Ann G. Cooke
Christian Benoit Dinh
Malinda Celiece Flores
Natalia Gonzales
Arleen Gonzalez
Ryan Chase Harris
Tyler C. Lambreghts
Khadija Minhas
Ryan Nguyen
Wendolyne Camet Ramirez
Allen Ray Salyards 1

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Drake Hunter Dowty
Wesley C. Drake
Alec Garcia
Luke H. Guilbeau
Tyree Lomax
Brian Nguyen 3
Christopher A. Quintanilla
Christopher E. Railsback 2
Samuel Rios
Fernando A. Rodriguez
Oscar Rodriguez
Brook Kifleab Tekle
Alysia R. Watts
Laine David Wilkins

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Miranda Michelle Ruzinsky 1

Spanish
Brianna Renee Damian
Luis Alan Gallegos
Brianna N. Gonzalez 1
Kayla Huhn 1
Maria Elena Pulido 1
Alicia Cristina Rodriguez
Miranda Michelle Ruzinsky 1
Reynaldo De Jesus Guidos Valladares

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Christine Q. Le 1

Jhonatan Banda 3
Erica D. Delgado
Christine Duong
Alfredo Elizondo
Miguel Saenz Franco 2
Sidney B. Green
Desteny Maryann Guillen 3
Haadi Hasan
Mary Elizabeth Kassman
Emily Nicole Klinglesmith 2
Christine Q. Le 1
Ashley Beth Lovett
Kaley Manchester
Stephanie Faith Masterson 2
Maylee Anne McDonald
Garrett Aaron McLeod
Karen Y. Mena
Ryan H. Nguyen
Brysa Noel
Diana R. Orrego
Gloria Pedraza 2
Jonathan Jedidiah Phillips 2
Bishop J. Rodarte
Fatima Saeed Shaikh
Cameron Aaron Thompson 1
Daniella Valadez
Karlos Villafana
Kennedy Rose Williams 2

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Wajahat Mohiuddin 1

Chinese Studies
Giselle Lyn Campos 2

World Cultures and Literatures
Veronica A. Garcia 1
Wajahat Mohiuddin 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Lauren Elyse Cisneros 2

Lauren Elyse Cisneros 2
Lavonte Xavier Holt
Marisol I. Maldonado
Mariana Moctezuma
Abraham R. Nunez
Sonora Olguin 3
Hajra Q. Panhwar

Department of Political Science
Banner Bearer
Malak Iyad Khalil 1

Miguel Nicolas Acero 2
Hannah T. Ajilore 3
Tabarek Almubarak 1
Kimberly Larissa Argueta 3
Christianna Avouris 1
Aryana Abbasi Azizi 3
Cemal S. Babadag
Areli L. Baltazar
Curtis Bell
Shrey P. Bhakta 2
Daniel C. Boyd 3
Ricardo Roman Bustamante
Christian Tyler Chessor 3
Tiavonni Deajia Colon
Lorena Caroline Curiel 2
Barbra Dipiano
Courtney L. Dudley
Ethan S. Eaker
Adrian Flores
Natielle Oliveira Garcia
Joshua Philip Gensheimer
Myriam Victoria Grajeda
Jose A. Gutierrez 2
Miguel Gutierrez 1
Tasnuva T. Haque
Tayler C. Hatcher
Adrian Hernandez 3
Nicole M. Hopkins
Harley Kalish
Malak Iyad Khalil 1

Danyaal Ali Khan
Anna C. Lambert
Arturo Leal 3
Kiara I. Hernandez Lopez
Valeria Lopez
Yolanda L. Lopez
Ricardo A. Maciel
Jonathan Margarito
Sheilly S. Martinez 1
Marie Danyelle McGrew
Jaylyn Jashea McKinney
Fahad Mohajer
Alan Daniel Moreno
Martin A. Morles
Hamza I. Nasir
Shasha Ogork
Demari L. Perez
Andrew Michael Piekalkiewicz II
Fiorella E. Pulido 1
Madison G. Redd
Evie L. Rickard 2
Laura Carolina Rincon-Bianchi
Patricia M. Rios
Allan Rivera 2
Aaron Reed Rollins
Deborah Roy
Juan Ignacio Espada Ruiz
Ty C. Salter
Carrington A. Shaw
Nicholas A. Smith
Carolina A. Herrera Sonora
Luke Tedesco
Zana M. Tello
Oriana Valentina Torin
Nicole Trujillo 1
Thao To Huong Truong
Margaretmei Wu Winkler

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Ashlyn Gayle Aven-Gamm 1

Zaina K. Abbasi
Tiara N. Adams
Lateefah Aderinsola Adedeji
Oluwalotoni D. Akintomiwa

Haadiya Meriam Al-Awady 1
Adeena Nasir Ali 3
Amira Fadhil Almusawi
Jeyna A. Alquicira
Sebastian Enrique Alvares
Adaobi Angela Ani
Thawana E. Arceneaux
Kiara L. Argueta
Fatima Arif 3
Riley Arispe 1
Tanessa Lanae Arnold 2
Angelica Arriaga 3
Ignacio Artola
Ashlyn Gayle Aven-Gamm 1
Mohammad M. Awad
Hashim Ali Awan
Feyikemi V. Babalola
Javeria Babar
Nadia Baig 2
Sabrina Kathryn Balsheh 3
Myca Deann Beaudin 2
Madison Lee Bellows 2
Raquel Lynne Belt
Alexandra Andrea Bennett
Charmi Arvind Bhanushali 3
Lauryn Angela Blanchard
Marley Marie Boling
Zaina Boriek 1
Gina M. Boselli
Jonathan Alan Bowling 1
Mauresha Dayanna Brooks
Gabrielle Sierra Brown
Melissa Ashley Buehler 2
Sydney R. Byas 2
Nadia Caballero
Augustus Neal Cade
Isabella Renee Camareno
Alejandro Ulises Perla Campos 3
Victor Campuzano 3
Olivia Anne Carr
Dillon F. Carrillo
Emelia Castillejos
Wendy C. Hernandez Chavez 2
Cynthia Cisneros 2
McKinna Lehua Cobb

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Alyssa Leigh Copeland 3
Morgana E. Cowley 1
Natalie Guadalupe Cruz
Trinity Renee Daniels
Daniella Davis
Mia Eniece Davis
Miles Nasir Davis
Alexa Michell De Alejandro
Dayanara I. De La Cruz
Nicolle A. Diaz
Xyla Isis Diaz
Linh Nghia Dinh 3
Kennedy J. Easter
Rachel E. Eckert 3
Lauren M. Elderton 1
Melissa Michelle Elicerio
Helin Erdal 1
Adaugo Olive Etoama
Alison Evans
Uroosa Farooqi
Edward C. Fitch
Tamera Natalie Fleming
Kassandra Flores 2
Christopher Jaali Ford
Mariah D. Gaitan
Siblimity F. Gaither 2
Selina Y. Galvan 2
Gloria Garcia
Kevin I. Salazar Garcia 2
Brianna Nicole Garnett 3
Grace Elizabeth Garvin
Genesis Garza
Rian Lee Geserick 2
Leilah R. Gilbert 3
Madeline Rose Gonzalez
Catalina Gracia 3
Emma Valerie Graham 3
Earllia B. Greer 3
Juan Pablo Guardia 3
Leslye J. Guerra 2
River-Juan S. Guerrero
Shanyah Tamera Gunpot
Carlee Michelle Gutierrez
Amber J. Haberstroh 2
Jalen Tyrese Hadnot

Taylor N. Haynes 3
Kaniona Marie Henry
Linval Martin Henry, Jr. 3
Amaya Sanaa Hernandez 2
Guadalupe Lizbeth Hernandez
Jocelyn Hernandez 3
Yashmine Hinojos Hernandez
Melvin O. Gomez Herrera 2
Chloe N. Hightower 3
Andy L. Hoang 2
John Allen Hohensee 3
Courtney Huynh 2
Alyson Elizabeth Immanivong 2
Maham Imran 2
Anna Issa 2
Zainab Ali Jafri
Brittany Monique Jager 3
Serena Theadora James 3
Diana Samantha Jimenez
Jaylin A. Johnson 1
Jazzie Johnson
Marquesa A. Jones
Edgar R. Juarez
Stephanie Juarez
Yessenia Carolina Junkar
Erica Karki 2
Douha Karroum 3
Bunna Aellisa Ken 2
Aqsa A. Khan
Kristen Kim 3
Bryanna Celeste King 1
Geena G. Kolacherril
Christina Marie Kruse
Jolan Eyre Laud 3
Hennesie Laureano
Ellie Pham My Le
Kristen Elise Lewis
Simone Arielle Lewis
Amber Lynn Lindsey
Katherine Elizabeth Loreman 1
Samantha Luttrell
Nancy Mai
Jennifer Elisabeth Maltez
Kaley Manchester
Darlene Denae Manning

Ashley N. Marak 3
Kathia D. Marquez
Mya D. Jerez Martell 2
Abbie Marie Martin
Candace Martinez 1
Gabriela Abrego Martinez 1 
Angelie Martinez-Elizon
Lex Danae Massengale
Caroline Mathew
Kierian Alexander McCall 
Rachael Marie McNeal 2 

Christian A. Melendez
Ismael Melendez
Angelica Marie Mendoza 
Rufina Michael
Jacquelin Miranda
Janette Marie Mitchael
Briana Alexis Mize
Rehan Mohiuddin
Lissett Montalvo 3
Alejandra Rojo Morales
Angie Evany Morales
Aylin G. Moreno 2
Sailaja Munagavalasa
Madeline Denise Murphy 
Sameen H. Nandolia
Syeda Hira Imam Naqvi 2
David Naranjo 1
Caitlyn Ngoc-Yen Nguyen 1 
David D. Nguyen 3
John V. Nguyen
Johnny Q. Nguyen 3
Gabrielle Marie Carmona Niangar 
Kate Ugonna Nwonumah 
Ijeoma Kristine Odunze 
Muhammed Zisan Orak 2
Luis Oropeza
Maria F. Alcala Orozco 2 

Jennifer Alondra Ortega 
Preston Frederick Parkhurst 
Briana Nicole Patten
Xhail I. Pavia-Garcia
Yentel Payne
Andrea Lizeth Perez 3
Luisa Elena Perez 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Yasmine Arionna Perez 3
Thu Uyen Thien Pham 3
Dejanique R. Piper
Valerie Guadalupe Ponce
Samantha Christine Portele
Zoya Rahman
Yanari Yazmine Raines 1
Carla Ramirez
Megan Ramos
Mariana Ramos-Celedon
Erin C. Randall
Valery Vanessa Raudales 2
Kendall Cymone Raymond
Lauren Guadalupe Reyes
Reign Julianne R. Reyes 3
Rosa Isela Reynoso
Jonathan Michael Kirk Rightmire
Grace Catherine Riley
William Jackson Rivenbark
Hannah Aliya Rivera
Meghan E. Rivera
Andrea Rodriguez
Leslie Rodriguez
Valerie Ann Rodriguez 3
Amanda C. Rogers
Arely J. Romero
Sonia Melissa Romero
Mony Botom Ros
Destiny Brook Rose
Annalise R. Rosenbaum 2
Aya Safie 1
Rabeeka Saif
Laysha Guadalupe Saldana 3
Monica K. Sanny
J’Ana E. Saunders
Katelyn Samantha Scranton 3
Zaina Siddique
Saamia Siddiqui
Calista Paige Silva-Ford
Sophia Isabelle Silva-Trevino

Ava M. Singleton
Trinity Amaris Skipper
Halie Hope Smith
Gabriela Sorto
Gabriela C. Sotelo
Matthew Christian Stacey
Hajara Oluwajuwon Sule
Monica S. Sutton-Bryant
Dana Rachel Tauriello
Jakob Raymond Teng 2
Eshwarjot Singh Thandi 1
Brianna Simone Thomas
Michael Tibebe 2
Paul Romany Tony
Grecia C. Torres 2
Karielys Vazquez Torres 1
Nicole Monica Tapia Torres
Megan P. Tran 3
Jordan Trompler 1
Tessa Virginia Twiford
Alexandra S. Calderon Ujueta 2
Mariana Beatriz Urdaneta 1
Victoria Ureste 3
Elizabeth Marie Valdez 1
Minnu Anna Varghese
Martin Vazquez
Angelina M. Vega 2
Emily E. Vela
Gabrielle R. Vela 2
Anthony Victor Velasco
Maya Venugopal
Ambereen A. Wahab 3
Ramsha Wahab
Auburn Jodee Waid 3
Julie Sara Weiman 1
Lauryn Nicole White 1
Reginald Kolby White
Tyra D. White
Riley I. Wiland
Zaria Akile Williams

Katrina Michael Wilson 1
Zheng Xing
Sofia I. Young
Milca B. De Leon Zapata 3
Gule Zehra
Ian J. Zela 3

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Maria I. Magana 1

Emma Catherine Burniston
Amanda Marie Camario
Lauren Chauvin
Alma Delia Cortazo
Salma Daoud
Davien A. Denney
Brandon Q. Do 3
Ashleigh M. Frank 3
Adrianna Garcia
Rita E. Goebel
Amani Nahje Gries 2
Daniel Osaro Ivbievbiokun
Esmeralda Ledezma
Maria I. Magana 1
Katelyn M. Mealer
Santiago Naranjo
Delina Negash 2
Perla Yazmin Ramirez
Rohit Shajan 2
Gurpreet Singh
Katerina Solyst 2

Department of Women’s, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Banner Bearer
Eli Erin Cochran 3

Eli Erin Cochran 3
Mikelcey Paige Green
Lydia Sanchez 3

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Message from the Dean

Dear Fall 2023 Graduates, 

I am thrilled to congratulate the first class of fall graduates during my tenure 
as the Dean of the Honors College. You are a group of highly motivated and 
talented individuals, and we celebrate your tremendous accomplishments. 
We know, as you do, that teamwork and collaboration make your impressive 
achievements possible. I hope that you view the faculty, staff and fellow 

students of the Honors College as members of your team — cheering you on as you begin your careers or 
continue your studies in graduate or professional programs. We know that you are well prepared to lead 
in your chosen field and will continue to contribute solutions to the grand challenges that we face.

During your time with us, the Honors College has challenged you to ask big questions in the Human 
Situation and in your upper division courses. You’ve been guided to go beyond the classroom and take 
part in the many offerings in research or service learning. You have been encouraged to find your place in 
this community and be bold in action to make UH, the Honors College and Houston a better place. You 
are not in the same place you were when you began this journey. I urge to you to take stock of how far 
you’ve come since your first Human Situation lecture. Keep exploring and engaging with big ideas in your 
next chapter, whatever that may be. 

Although you’re graduating, the Honors College will always be a part of you. I encourage you to keep in 
touch and share your personal and professional experiences with us. We take pride in your achievements. 
I also hope that you will give back to support future Honors College scholars. Continued support from 
alumni and friends is essential to the success and growth of the Honors College and the generations of 
students that will come behind you. 

Go Coogs!

Heidi Appel 
Dean
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University of Houston
The Honors College

University Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Kayla Huhn
Angela L. Jardina

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Isabella R. Raska

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Garance Alfon
Samay Hassan Azhar
Brianna Denise Chambers
Megan Chen
Enoc Curiel
Allison Nga Dang
Anjali Rajesh Dharamshi
Valentina Patricia Diemer
Ben Drewell
Alyssa Nadia Durrani
Kayla Amy Ehman
Sarah Elizabeth Evans
Andrea Mishelle Ibanez-Flores
Macy Carlisle Katapodis
Lindsay Michelle Klotz
Smriti Korampally
Mai Lan Vy Le
Calvin Mai
Jumana Motiwala
Steven Nguyen
Nithya Ramankulangara
Simone Semple
Perla Silva Perez
Francesca Hoang Su
Mark Jeffrey Theeuwes
Natalie Khiet Tran
Tam Truong

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Shrey Pranav Bhakta
Massimo Coletta
Maryam Helin Erdal
Maya Annika Garza
Juan Pablo Guardia
Melinda Herrera
Douha Karroum
Alicia Ashanti  

Tatyanna Mcwilliams
Joseph Gray Mulligan
Sameen Hanif Nandolia
Yareli Olivares
Evie Louise Rickard
Helen Souza De Sampaio
Auburn Jodee Waid

College of Education
Trisha Ashish Shah

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Smithson Arrey-Tabot Arrey
Karen Majala Beck
Wesley Michael Salazar Cherry
Andrei Lucian Coarfa
Ravi N. Desai
An H. Dinh
William Garrett Lipscomb
Itzel Muñoz Monroy

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Kabeer Ali
Amal Altatar
Meryem Mualla Atik
Melanie Bustos
Natalie Bustos
Aldona Cela
Katelyn Marie Javier Cortez
Ethan Davis
Vyshnavi Davuluri
Giselle M. Duarte
Desmond Etumnu
Justin John George
Juan Pablo Guardia
Amanda Harmon
Kaitlyn Hill
Sanjana Rebecca Jacob
Sophia Joy LaRochelle
Ayan Mammadova
Dafne Medrano
Arwa M. Naeem
Nha Nguyen
Alexis Ruiz
Noor Shabaneh
Filip J. Torres
Alexander Vela
Daniel Yebo Yisa
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics

Nathan Edward Hanby

Collegiate Honors

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Somtochi S. Anyalebechi
Christianna Avouris
Zaina Boriek
Tyler Austin Hermes
Rohit Shajan

College of Education
Fnu Nashita Kazim
Myra Qamar

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Baiamir Douglasovich Edgeller
Salam Habra
Arun Suresh
Mohammad Rami Tuffaha

Hobby School of Public 
Affairs
Rachel Lauren McGregor

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Julio Cacho-Bravo
Lukas P. George
Momin Hamdani
Diana Huynh
Iman Jaka
Hafsa Latif
Gabriela Melissa Lovo Argueta
Joriale Kerwine Matsing Pessonka
Rael Merry Memnon
Preston Douglas Satterfield
Salomon E. Serur

Membership in The Honors College

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Christopher Eugene Railsback
Kendall C. Raymond

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Frank Thomas Eddy

College of Education
Rhea Devraj Nayak

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Minnah Imtiaz
Tarami Khalil Readus
Anh Thu N. Tran

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Saul Duran

Undergraduate 
Student Success –
Integrated Studies
Candace McCray

Honors in Major

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics

Raul Caballero Montes
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Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association. 
You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your 
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next 
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering at an 
event, joining an Association or Network, signing on to UH Link, to 
becoming a Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless. 

Please click the QR code below to enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the 
meantime, savor this moment and continue to soar.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Michael Sachs (’97) 
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

Have You Completed  
Your Alumni Checklist?

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Alumni Association

FALL 2023 GRADUATES
HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR ALUMNI CHECKLIST?

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/
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