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The University of Houston

FRIENDS OF WOMEN'S, GENDER
& SEXUAI.ITY STUDIES invite you to



The

29" ANNUAL
TABLE TALK

Monday, March 30, 2026



https://uh.edu/class/ws/Programs/table-talk/

CONVERSE. SHARE. LEARN.

Table Talk is a fascinating combination of conversations, led by dynamic
women of various cultures, professions and experience at each table.

Table Talk benefits the Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program

at the University of Houston. The WGSS Program combines theoretical

and empirical studies, to give students the tools to analyze the gender
dynamics of the past and present and to build a fair future.

Buy Tables/Tickets: giving.uh.edu/tabletalk



https://giving.uh.edu/tabletalk

C0-CHAIRS

Alba Huerta & MaryScott Hagle

HILTON AMERICAS, 1600 LAMAR,
HOUSTON 77010

Ballroom of the Americas
11am Reception | 12 pm~1:30 pm Conversations over Lunch

Self-parking in the garage by the Hilton Americas entrance on Dallas,
and valet parking also available.
Business Attire.




THOUGHT LEADERS

Enterprise Products Partners, LP
H-E-B

ARCHIVISTS

Ruth Dreessen
MaryScott Hagle & Geordie Hrdlicka/
Verde Wealth

Houston Chronicle

Chinhui Juhn
Amanda McMillian
Carey C. Shuart



SCHOLARS

Danielle Bartz

Annie Benifield & Annette Bracey
Patricia Cabrera & GinRu Lee
CenterPoint Energy

Caroline Fant & Sue Payne
Samina Farid & Kathryn Peek, PhD

Houston Public Media

Alba Huerta

Sherry Merfish

Rebecca Rush

Yava Scott & Pat Gardner Young
UH Library



BOARD MEMBERS
Danielle Bartz, President
Annie Benifield, PhD, Vice President
Cristina Garcia Gamboa, Treasurer
Amber Burton Alfred, JD

Michelle Avalos

Cara Baez

Aris Kian Brown
Tracie Jae

Elisabeth Netherton, MD
Amber Rangel

Guillermo de los Reyes, PhD
Julia Ossemi-Seied

Trina Silva

Christa Stoneham

Elena White

Leandra Zarnow, PhD



ADVISORY COUNCIL

Carmen Peia Abrego Eliza Horn

Dina Alsowayel, PhD Geordie Hrdlicka
Nina Andrews Mandy Kao

Annette Bracey Shannon Langrand
Lemar Brown GinRu Lee

Patricia Cabrera Susana Monteverde
Decie Autin Coleman Swati Narayan
Ruth Dreessen Tanya B. Pal
Caroline Fant Sue Payne, Chair

MaryScott Hagle Kathryn Peek, PhD

Beverly Robinson
Rebecca Rush

Yava Scott

Joy Sewing

Shreela Sharma, PhD
Angela Shippy, MD
Carey C. Shuart
MaryRoss Taylor
Patricia Gardner Young
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HOST COMMITTEE

Rhonda Arnold, Michelle Avalos, Annette Bracey, Shannon Buggs, Libby
Cheney, Cheryl Creuzot, June Deadrick, Ruth Dreessen, Melissa Edwards,
Caroline Fant, Samina Farid, Jessica Farrar, Andrea Georgsson, Eleanor
Gilbane, Shelley Gottschalk, Melanie Gray, MaryScott Hagle, Chinhui
Juhn, Mandy Kao, Brenda Mainwaring, Sultana Mangalji, Fatima Mawji,
Sherry Merfish, Terry Morales, Leisa Holland Nelson, Sharon Michael
Owens, Sue Payne, Leila Perrin, Beverly Robinson, Sally Russ, Yava
Scott, Angela Shippy, MD, Carey C. Shuart, Sannam Warrender



CONVERSATIONALISTS

Delilah Agho-Otoghile
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales
Gabriela Baeza Ventura, PhD
Jatziri Barron

Sandija Bayot

Michelle Britton

Aris Kian Brown

Amber Burton Alfred, JD
Andrea Caracostis, MD
Laura Conely

Ryan N. Dennis

Emelda Douglas

Elizabeth Farfan-Santos, PhD
Gina Felton

Yaffa Fredrick

Co-Founder

IP Trial Lawyer & Partner

Director / Professor of Spanish

Table Talk 2026 Artist & Muralist

Chief Development Officer

Producer & Artistic Director

Table Talk 2026 Poet

Director of Governmental Affairs and Advocacy
Chief Executive Officer

Founder

Co-Director & Chief Curator

Executive Director & SVP Community Affairs
Owner & Founder

Senior Director, Corporate Public Policy
Senior Director of Investigations

VoteSimple

Yetter Coleman LLP

Arte Publico Press / U Houston

Jatziri Barron Studio

World Affairs Council of Greater Houston
Lionwoman Productions TX

Houston Association of Realtors
HOPE Clinic

Urban Paths

Contemporary Art Museum Houston
Astros Foundation

Dreamers Books + Culture

Conoco Phillips

Houston Chronicle



CONVERSATIONALISTS (contn)

Rebekah Gandy, AIA,NOMA  Sr Associate & South Central Practice Area Gensler
Leader for Sciences
Claudia V. Gonzales Executive Director Leadership Houston, Inc.
Davida Green-Norris Attorney/Author & Podcaster The Narcoleptic Vampire Series
aka Dicey Grenor

Tara Green, PhD Professor & Chair, African American Studies Dept. U Houston

Erika Harrison, JD Founder Black Girls Who Brunch

Susana Howard Rosas VP of Major Glfts & Planned Giving Barhara Bush Houston Literacy
Foundation

Angela Hucles Mangano President of Soccer Houston Dash

Geraldina Interiano Wise Artist Geraldina Interiano Wise Art

Palak Jalan Chief Executive Officer AccessHealth

Tanica Jamison Head Coach, Women’s Swimming & Diving U Houston

Sarah Labowitz Senior Fellow Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

Rebekah Le Chief Strategy & Financial Officer Legacy Health



CONVERSATIONALISTS (conr)

Lisa Lee

Beata Lerman
Adrienne Mangual
Elena Marks, JD, MPH

Cassandra McZeal

Mitra Miller

Y. Nicole Montgomery, JD
Julia Morales Clark
Sheroo Mukhtiar

Dalia Munenzon

Mary Shekari

Toni Tipton-Martin

Meera Victor
Janel Young

Co-Owner & Managing Partner
Founder & CEO

VP of Finance & Operations
Senior Fellow in Health Policy

Community Investment Senior Advisor
Managing Partner

General Counsel & Chief Legal Officer
Astros Broadcaster

President & CEQ

Assistant Professor of Urhan Design
CEO & Founder

Food Journalist & Author

Sr. Vice President
Chief Operating Officer

Agnes & Sherman Diner

Sinless Treats Chocolate

The Artemis Fund

Baker Institute for Public Policy,
Rice U

ExxonMobil

Mill River Capital, LLC

Houston City College

Space City Home Network

Interfaith Ministries, Houston

U Houston

Versa Creative

Jubilee: Recipes from Two Centuries

of African American Cooking

Carollo Engineers, Inc.

Houston Habitat for Humanity



PRUGRAM STAFF

Dr. Elizabeth Gregory—Director

Dr. Rachel Afi Quinn—Associate Director WGSS

Dr. Guillermo De Los Reyes—Associate Director LGBT Studies
Dr. Zelma Oyarvide Tuthill-Associate Professor

Dr. Ali Yildirim—Visiting Scholar

Anneliese Bustillo—Program Director

Guadalupe Ayon—Department Business Administrator

Laura Herrera—Assistant Business Administrator

Salma Ahmed—Graduate Assistant
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WOMEN’S, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES
University of Houston

Houston, TX 77204

113.743.3214

https://giving.uh.edu/tabletalk | https://giving.ub.edu/wgss

SPECIAL THANKS T0

Jatziri Barron

Laura Hill

Alba Huerta/JULEP Houston
Mandy Kao

Angela Shippy, MD


https://giving.uh.edu/tabletalk

Featured artist:
Jatziri Barron

Gravity's Playground

México Mi Amor Volaré por Ti

El Segundo Vientre



