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Panel Biographies 
 
Carol S. Shattuck has served as President and CEO for Collaborative for Children since 1998. 
In this role, she works with all sectors of the Houston community to strengthen the early care 
and education system for young children from birth to age six. By working with private 
philanthropists, business leaders, elected officials, parents, educators, child development 
experts and children's service providers, Ms. Shattuck continually seeks to put quality early care 
and education on the community agenda. She also represents Collaborative for Children in the 
community to increase public awareness of the significant return on investment available when 
we make early childhood education a priority. 

Prior to joining Collaborative for Children, Ms. Shattuck directed a collaboration in the field of 
women's health care. She worked with a number of health care providers to design a full 
continuum of care in the area of breast health care for low-income women. In the twenty-six 
years of her professional career, Ms. Shattuck has held positions in strategic and financial 
planning, program development, and management in both the public and nonprofit sector. For 
four of those years, Ms. Shattuck operated a consulting practice that specialized in strategic 
planning, board of directors' development, program evaluation, meeting facilitation and 
collaboration development. Ms. Shattuck has a Masters degree from Rice University's Jones 
School of Administration and a Bachelors degree in Public Policy from Duke University. 

M.A. Lucas directs the efforts of the Early Care and Education Consortium. From 1980- 2011 
she served as the Executive Director of the United States Army Child, Youth & School Services 
Program where she created a system of facility and home based early care and education 
options, year round school age and youth outreach programs, and school transition/support 
services for K-12 Army affiliated students delivered to more than 468,000 children ages 4 
weeks-18 years at 124 locations around the world.   Under her leadership, the Army also 
delivered child care and Pre-K services to geographically dispersed Army children through Army 
affiliated off post partnerships with independent providers. Her additional professional 
experience includes serving as a college faculty member in several early childhood programs, 
and work with the United Way, Head Start, the USDA Cooperative Extension Service and 
Migrant Day Care Programs. She formerly served on the NAEYC Governing Board and is 
currently a Board Member of the McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership. 
http://www.ececonsortium.org 
 
 
Moderator:  
Elizabeth Gregory is the author of Quotation and Modern American Poetry: "'Imaginary 
Gardens with Real Toads'" (1996), which focuses on the work of T.S. Eliot, William Carlos 
Williams and Marianne Moore, and editor of The Critical Response to Marianne Moore 
(2003). She has also published articles on the later poetry of Marianne Moore, confessional 
poetry, modernism, and Homer's heroines. Her current book project offers new readings of the 
later poetry and career of the great 20th-century poet Marianne Moore. Working title: "Combat 



Cultural": Celebrity, Age and Authority in the Later Poetry of Marianne Moore. Her recent book, 
Ready: Why Women Are Embracing the New Later Motherhood (2012/2007, Basic Books), 
based on in-depth interviews with more than 100 new later moms and extensive collateral 
research, shatters the myths surrounding later motherhood.  Drawing on both the statistical 
evidence and the voices of the new later mothers themselves, Gregory delivers surprising and 
welcome news that will revolutionize the way we think about motherhood. She teaches courses 
on British and American modernism, contemporary poetry, ancient and classical literature, 
feminist criticism, and motherhood studies. 
 
Since 1995, Professor Gregory has been the Director of what is now the Women's, Gender & 
Sexuality Studies Program. As Director, she has expanded the program and developed the 
newly named Carey C. Shuart Women's Archive and Research Collection. The Shuart Archive 
collects the papers of Houston area women's organizations and records oral histories of women 
who have made history in Houston. The WGSS Program, through the support of the Friends of 
Women's Studies, provides scholarships and fellowships for undergraduate and graduate 
students, funds a postdoctoral fellowship in Women's Studies, and awards grants for faculty 
research.  Prof. Gregory serves as Chair of the CLASS Diversity Committee, as key personnel 
on the University of Houston's NSF Advance Grant project, and is a founder of the UH Women 
Faculty Forum. She serves on the Executive Committee of the MLA Age Studies Discussion 
Group.  
 
For more information, visit her website at www.elizabethgregory.net. You can follow her blog on 
the politics and economics of women's work at www.domesticproduct.net. Recent journalistic 
pieces include: New York Times, The Atlantic, The Houston Chronicle. 
 
 


