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CONVERSE. SHARE. LEARN.  

Table Talk is a fascinating combination of conversations, led by dynamic 
women of various cultures, professions and experience at each table. 

Table Talk benefits the Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program 
at the University of Houston. The WGSS Program combines theoretical 
and empirical studies, to give students the tools to analyze the gender 
dynamics of the past and present and to build a fair future.

Tables/Tickets: uh.edu/class/ws

Featured artist: Hanh Tran

https://uh.edu/class/ws/


HOST COMMITTEE

Rhonda Arnold, Deirdre Barrett, Divya Brown, Libby Cheney, Carolyn 
Colias, Cheryl Creuzot, Melissa Edwards, Caroline Fant, Samina Farid, 
Eleanor Gilbane, Melanie Gray, MaryScott Hagle, Mandy Kao, Sippi 
Khurana, MD, Leisa Holland Nelson, Chinhui Juhn, Brenda Mainwaring, 
Lynn Mathre, Amanda McMillian, Sherry Merfish, Sharon Michael Owens, 
Terry Morales, Leila Perrin, Amy Pierce, Beverly Robinson, Sally Russ, 
Angela Shippy, MD, Carey C. Shuart, Sannam Warrender, Aimee Woodall



CO-CHAIRS
June Deadrick and Jessica Farrar

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rep. Sylvia Garcia: Remarks from the Capitol

VIRTUAL EVENT, FROM 11:30AM–1:30PM
11:30am: Speed-Networking Reception
Noon–1:30pm: Program & Conversations
A “speed-networking” reception from 11:30 to noon, in randomized short  
zoom meet ups with new friends; followed by remarks to the whole group by  
our honorary speakers; then private breakout room with your conversationalist  
of choice.



PROGRAM STAFF

Dr. Elizabeth Gregory—Director
Dr. Dina Alsowayel—Associate Director 
Dr. Guillermo De Los Reyes—Associate Director LGBT Studies
Dr. Rachel Afi Quinn—Assistant Professor
Dr. Sonny Nordmarken—Postdoctoral Fellow 
Dr. Aishwarya Lakshmi—Program Director, Friends of Women’s Studies 
Itzel Martinez—Graduate Student Advisor



ADVISORY COUNCIL

Dina Alsowayel, Ph.D.
Leah Barton
Annette Bracey
Lemar Brown
Eleanor Gilbane
MaryScott Hagle
Geordie Hrdlicka

Mandy Kao
Nina Andrews Karohl
Shannon Langrand
GinRu Lee
Susana Monteverde
Sue Payne
Kathryn Peek, Ph.D.

Beverly Robinson
Rebecca Rush
Yava Scott
Angela Shippy, M.D.
Carey Shuart
MaryRoss Taylor
Patricia Gardner Young



BOARD MEMBERS
Tanya Pal, President
Carmen Peña Abrego, Vice President
Danielle Bartz, Treasurer
Patricia Cabrera
Elizabeth Chiao, M.D., M.P.H.
Haydeh Davoudi
June Deadrick 
Caroline Fant
Veronica Chapa Gorczynski
Eliza Horn
Patricia Hunt Holmes, J.D., Ph.D.
Melenda Jeter, M.D., M.P.H. 

Swati Narayan
Chau Nguyen
Lyndsey Ray
Guillermo de los Reyes, Ph.D.
Joy Sewing
Shreela Sharma, Ph.D., R.D., L.D.
Carey Shuart
Stefani Crowe Smith
Kendall Toarmina
Ashley Turner
Sannam Warrender
Leandra Zarnow, Ph.D.



LEGACY BUILDERS
Laura & John Arnold
H-E-B 

TREND SETTERS 
Colias-Fant-Farid-Mathre-Payne

ARCHIVISTS
Geordie Hrdlicka/Verde Wealth & Marcie Zlotnik 
Chinhui Juhn 
Memorial Hermann



SCHOLARS
Leah Barton 
Danielle Bartz, Melenda Jeter & Rebecca Rush
Annette Bracey & Yava Scott 
Patricia Cabrera & Chapa Gorczynski Family
Elizabeth Chiao, Eliza Horn & Kendall Toarmina
Cheryl Creuzot, Wealth Development Strategies, LLC 
June Deadrick 
Melanie Gray
MaryScott Hagle 
Houston Public Media 
Patricia Hunt Holmes



SCHOLARS (CONT’D) 
Mandy Kao
Sherry Merfish
Amanda McMillian
Swati Nararan & Shreela Sharma
Next Level Urgent Care
Kim Ogg, Harris County DA
Tanya Pal, Your Part-Time Controller
Angela Shippy
Carey C. Shuart



SPECIAL THANKS TO
Matthew Castillo  |  Iggy Harrison  |  Kathryn Peek  |  Hanh Tran

WOMEN’S, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES 
University of Houston
Agnes Arnold Hall
3553 Cullen Boulevard, Room 624
Houston, TX 77204-3005

P   713.743.4951
F   713.743.0931  
www.friendsofwomen.org


