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What has it meant, in college education settings from nineteenth- to twentieth-century America, to write like a woman, a man, or an otherwise gendered person? How and with what effects have specific styles, genres, and purposes of writing been marked in textbooks and advice literature as the province of a particular gender? How have college students and others used their writing and speaking to complicate gender norms, and what do their struggles teach us about language and society? Gender and Writing takes up such questions from the angles of rhetoric and literacy studies. The course may be especially helpful for teachers of writing, reading, or speech who instruct students in what counts as “proper” language use and why; writers who need to understand cultural and rhetorical implications of their words, phrases, and argumentation moves; and scholars interested in learning from past thinking about communication effectiveness.
Course Goals:
· Analyze writing on the basis of gender.

· Write to acknowledge and complicate gender identities.

· Work with others in whole-class and small-group activities to refine initial responses to literacy research and rhetorical theory.

· Use original writing to speak back to existing research. 

Texts:
1. Brody, Miriam. Manly Writing: Gender, Rhetoric, and the Rise of Composition. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1993. 

2. Johnson, Nan. Gender and Rhetorical Space in American Life, 1866-1910. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 2002. 

3. Articles on Blackboard Learn

Major writing assignments will entail a paper on the historical relationship between literacy education and a gender identity; a paper that transcends a genre or style of writing associated with a gender, and that reflects on this transcendence; and a paper that makes a case for a change in a writing convention of a field of study or work. Students can expect to participate in group activities and to do short, reflective writing based on course material. 

