So You Want to go to Law School 

Part 2
An Overview of the Application Process

What should I start doing NOW to get into law school?


If you want to start in the Fall 2021 semester, punt.  You should have had your application in already and hoping for a late admission.

Each of the four things listed below are discussed in greater detail in a later letter.  If you want to start in the Fall 2022 semester, do the following four things:

1. Recommendations: Start identifying three or four people to write recommendations for you in the fall.


a. The people you select should be able to talk about specific skills you possess that will transfer to law schoolwork – research, writing, determination to overcome obstacles, etc.  If they can give examples of your abilities, even better.  Often people select professors/teachers or bosses that don’t understand exactly what you want.  You want specific examples not “Mary was a good student and got an ‘A’ in my class” and not ‘Johnny makes a good cup of coffee and makes copies with the best of them at work.”

b. Avoid relatives. Relatives rarely know your academic abilities and end up just talking about how cute you were when you were little and that you were always such a nice child and often set the table without crying.  I’d suggest no relatives, period. 


c. Probably not your religious leader either, unless you did special things that can show overcoming obstacles and dedication to completion of a task – a hard task.  These people probably should be avoided for a recommendation because you probably haven’t done the kind of things that readily transfer to success in law school. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: You need to see the recommendation before it goes to LSAC so that you can catch the unhelpful ones, as described above, or the bad one.  YES, people sometimes send in bad recommendations.  According to LSAC, about 10% of the recommendations that they receive for students can only be called negative recommendations.  You need to weed these out.  If I wrote a recommendation for you, please check it for grammar and punctuation and tell me so I can correct my errors.  If you’ve read many of these papers you already know I need a proofreader.

For more detail on Recommendations, see SYWTGTLS 7.

2. Personal Statement: Start writing your personal statement.  More on personal statements in another missive.  But this is something you don’t want to just slap out in a day or two.  You need to draft it, let it percolate, rewrite it, more percolating, and rewrite it.  Continue.  Your English and grammar should be perfect.

For more detail on personal statements, see SYWTGTLS 8.

3. Resume: Make up a new resume and keep updating it.  People shouldn’t have just one resume.  Sure your resumes will all have the same basic information, but every resume you prepare and send out should match the job or schooling for which you’re applying.  Each job or activity can be looked at several ways each emphasizing the traits needed for the hoped-for job or school.  Don’t use the resume you used to get a job at Walmart to apply to law school.  The skills needed at each are slightly different.
4. LSAT: Start your LSAT prep.  For detail on LSAT prep, see SYWTGTLS 6.
Now I have a favor to ask of you.  If you make an appointment to see me, please keep the appointment.  Some days 50% of the appointments don’t show.  I sit in my dark office and cry when a student misses and appointment, feeling unloved.  More importantly, you are keeping another student from having an appointment.  Bad show on your part and not a habit of which you want to acquire.  Employers don’t like employees that don’t show either.  A time or two of that and you won’t be an employee anymore. 

Amended June, 2021

COPYRIGHT ©2020, 2021 JWJackson

