Subject: Pre-Law Advisor: So You Want To Go To Law School

From: Jerry Jackson

Some of you already know me either from a class I taught or as the previous Undergraduate Director.  To keep me out of my wife’s hair after I kind of retired, besides teaching a couple of classes, I also agreed to be the pre-law advisor for the Department.  
Within the Department, there is a lot of student interest about going to law school.  I hope to be able to answer some of their questions and to keep students informed about the process of applying and getting into law school.  There are already many resources available at the University but somehow the word doesn’t seem to get out to everyone.  For example, the UH Law Center often holds a symposium on Getting into Law School.  The Law School provides excellent information.  If you get a chance, go to one.  
My goal is to provide you with all the information I can concerning various Law Schools, the LSAT, letters of recommendation, personal statements, and on other topics concerning law school admissions and success in law school that you may have.  
I am a lawyer and practiced law for more years than I care to count.  My daughter and her husband are lawyers and are a regular source of information for me concerning law school today, starting in practice today, and how to succeed in both.  I also know quite a few other lawyers whose knowledge I’ll mine.  And, I have a few ideas of my own.  I have already had in person conversations with the admissions people at several law schools and plan many more.
I will gladly talk to any student regardless of major or minor – you need not be in political science.  All you need to do is to make an appointment and I’ll try to answer your questions – or find out an answer if I don’t know.  If you have a question that you believe can be answered by an email, feel free to send me one.  
My office, at least for now is PGH 372.  Email me at jwjacks2@cougarnet.uh.edu for an appointment.  Give me several times and days that you are available.  However, note that I teach from 11:30 – 2:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays and won’t be available during those times. 
However, before you jump up and send me an email, take a few minutes [hours?] and read the papers I’ve written on the process.  They may answer some of your questions or help you better form the questions that you have.  The papers are entitled So You Want To Go To Law School [SYWTGTLS].  You can find them on the Political Science Website.  
Oh, and law school is hard – but I loved it, had a great time, and made great friends.  Law school and the practice of law can be rewarding and enjoyable.  Good luck.
