So You Want to go to Law School 

Part 9

Addendum


Finally, a short one. 

The Addendum: You are under no obligation to file an addendum.  However, you should consider filing one to explain weaknesses in your admissions application.  Examples of things you may want to consider explaining are very low grades, especially in one’s major or minor; leave(s) of absence from school; withdrawals from the entire quarter; criminal record or arrests; multiple LSAT scores if you have a good reason for why the scores are so different.  

Keep your explanation short, a paragraph or two for each addendum (double-spaced).  Again, check the law school’s requirements.  When in doubt about whether you should or should not write an addendum, ask the pre-law advisor or someone at the law school you are applying to about whether you should write one.

Just a comment about addendums.  This is not the time or place to try to blame someone else for your bad grade in a class or a drunk driving ticket.  Take responsibility for your actions.  You’re an adult now and no one likes a whiner.  However, if you took a semester because of COVID-19 to care for someone or yourself.  Let them know.  If you were a stupid freshman and partied too much and skipped too many classes causing your freshman GPA to be 2.2, let them know.  Then explain how excepting that first year grades, your GPA for the next two years is 3.93.  You became an adult and overcame that bad first year.  The addendum is to explain and take responsibility for hiccups in your application, not to whine or cry about how unfair life is.
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