So You Want to go to Law School 

Part 4

Comparing Law Schools


After you have answered all the questions in Part 1, it’s time to move on to the next step: A Realistic Look at Law Schools.

The biggest problem many students have is being realistic about what school they can get into.  Yes, there is probably a law school somewhere that even a student with a really low GPA and less than stellar LSAT score can get into.  But seriously, that’s not your goal.  You want to go to the best of the best.  Yes, I know many of you may not have taken the LSAT yet, but you can get a little idea of what schools you have a very good chance of getting into just looking at your GPA and the average GPA for schools that are on your wish list.  

For example, here are a few entering class average GPAs [and the 25th and 75th percentiles] for the entering class of 2022 for a couple of Texas Law Schools:
		
						25th%	          Median		75th%
	University of Texas			3.71		3.84		3.92
	University of Houston			3.50		3.71		3.81
	Baylor University			3.48		3.72		3.85
	Texas A&M University		3.54		3.93		3.98
	Southern Methodist University	3.35		3.71		3.87
	South Texas College of Law		3.05		3.34		3.58
	Texas Southern University		2.77		3.10		3.52
	Texas Tech				3.40		3.64		3.84

	Harvard Law School[footnoteRef:1]			3.82		3.92		3.99 [1:  Fun fact: Harvard is only the third hardest law school to get into.  Yale is the hardest.  Western Michigan University is the easiest, maybe.] 

	Western Michigan University		2.50		2.94		3.42

Admittedly, GPA is only one of the five things that Law Schools considers but this is the first thing you should look at because you know what your GPA is currently and you probably haven’t taken the LSAT yet.  What I can almost promise you is that the lower your GPA the higher your LSAT score needs to be to get into some of the above schools.  And just because you have that killer GPA doesn’t mean you will automatically get in – you still need a good LSAT score.

If you have taken the LSAT, there is a unique little tool on the LSAC site that can give you an idea of your chance of getting into YOUR law school of choice.  Simply go to: 
	https://officialguide.lsac.org/release/OfficialGuide_Default.aspx
and follow the instructions.  You can choose by state, individual school, or look at all the US law schools.  

Play around with some Texas law schools or an out-of-state school you want to attend by putting in your current GPAs and LSAT scores.  If you haven’t taken the LSAT yet, try it with 151, the average LSAT score.  Then try 155, 160, etc.  

The below is the latest information on some Texas law schools LSAT scores, again showing the 25th, 50th, 75th percentiles.  

LSAT for Entering class of 2022 for a couple of Texas Law Schools:
		
						25th%	            Median	75th%
	University of Texas			166		170		171
	University of Houston			157		161		162
	Baylor University			159		163		164
	Texas A&M University		158		164		166
	Southern Methodist University	160		164		165
	Texas Tech				154		157		160
	South Texas College of Law		152		153		156
	Texas Southern University		149		151		153
 
	Harvard Law School			170		174		176
	Western Michigan University		146		149		153

Have fun playing with the chart.  And remember that all is not lost IF you really want to go to law school.  There is likely a law school in the US that you can get into.  Ask yourself: how much does being a lawyer mean to you?

To look at any other law school without going to each school’s website, try the ABA listing of all 509s at Standard 509 Disclosure (abarequireddisclosures.org).  Their LSAT and GPA percentile plus a wealth of other information is listed there. 


Before we move on to the next topic, I’d like to mention that you may not have to take the LSAT if you go to UHLC [and possibility other law schools, but you’ll have to check that out all by yourself].  What I am talking about is two other options at UHLC: 

	1. GRE: If you already have taken the GRE [Graduate Record Exam] you can use that score instead of the LSAT.  The University of Houston Law Center accepts GRE scores on admissions applications.  The UHLC 509 shows the percentiles for the GRE.  If you scored well on the GRE when you took it in the past, use that.  Applicants who are submitting a GRE score should request scores for the past five years from Educational Testing Service (ETS) using school code 4360.

	2. Houston Law Express: Pursuant to ABA Standard 503 and Interpretation 503-3, the University of Houston Law Center may admit up to 10% of its J.D. class from undergraduate students graduated from the University of Houston main campus without an applicant LSAT score or GRE score provided that (1) the student has scored at or above the 85th percentile on the ACT or SAT and (2) the student has achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.6 or above, as calculated by LSAC, through six semesters of academic work.
WARNING: If a student takes the LSAT or GRE examination, they are precluded from applying through the Houston Law Express program.
Also, the ACT or SAT scores submitted, must be from when the student originally took the exam for admission to college.
When completing the application, please be certain that you are completing the correct application.  Applicants applying under the Houston Law Express Program have a specific application.  If you have a GRE/LSAT score or are planning to take the GRE/LSAT there are separate applications for GRE and LSAT test takers.
	To submit your official SAT score report electronically through the College Board, please be sure to list the University of Houston Law Center designated institution code 9076.
	To submit your official ACT score report electronically through ACT.org, please be sure to list the University of Houston Law Center designated institution code 2461.
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