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The life of Louis Frangois Grégoire Lafite de Brassier, an Engineer of the
Colonies of the Indies from 1781 to 1786, was not remarkable. If not for the
survival of an atlas he painted, Lafite’'s experiences would likely have escaped
historians’ attention. His watercolor depictions of Indian Ocean ports are visually
compelling. In their detail, they reveal both the personal cost of imperial life and
the larger strategies of empire in action. Louis Lafite’s life story, illustrated by his
own watercolor maps, offers a useful example of macro historical process at
work in a micro scale, and makes a case for the continuing importance of
narrative in world history.
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