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INDIA STUDIES
In the Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies


May 2015 Courses

SOC 3355: Sociology of India
Historical overview, sociological perspective, religion, caste-structure and change, rural social structure, secularism and Gandhi, family, kinship and marriage, impact of urbanization, India today.
Instructor: Ms. Sheila Singh

INTB 4397/GIS 4350: Global Business Cultures: India and America
Study of global business cultures, with a focus on business practices in Indi and South Asia, and also on Indians who are successful business people and professionals in Houston. Comparative cultural analysis based on personal narratives and corporate experiences.
Instructor: Mr. Ravi Brahmbhatt


POLS4396/RELS 3382/GIS 3396 Politics and Religion in South Asia 
This course will introduce students to the role of religion in contemporary politics of South Asia.  Both religion and politics play a role in providing individual and national identity, cultural association, and formation of civil society.  We will examine caste politics, ethnic conflicts and regionalism in order to examine the influence of religion on electoral behavior, patterns of governance, policy-making, social movements and political crises.  
Instructor: Dr. Anjali Kanojia


Fall 2015 Courses
[bookmark: HIND2301][bookmark: HIND2302]
ANTH 3347: Anthropology of Women
This course explores one central question: What is Gender?  Focusing on the discursive constructions of gender and their social, economic, and political implications. In particular, we examine the following: What is the relationship of gender to culture, class, race, ethnicity, sexuality? How is it deployed in the context of women's/feminist, nationalist and other socio-political movements? How are bodies gendered by power, technology, science, and more? 
Instructor: Dr. Deepa Reddy

ARTH 3310:  Art and Architecture of India
This course introduces students to the art and material culture/s of India with sensitivity to shifting borders, complex relations between local and shared practices, and multi-cultural artistic exchange on the Indian subcontinent and beyond. The course provides an overview of religious art and architecture (c. 300 BCE-1700 CE), familiarizing students with Buddhist, Jain, Hindu, and Islamic objects as well as their regionally specific forms and iconographies. The course also explores the art of the colonialist period, the art of independence, and contemporary Indian art treating themes of tradition and globalization.
Instructor: Dr. Cindy Lisica

INTB 4397/GIS 4350: Global Business Cultures: India and America
Study of global business cultures, with a focus on business practices in Indi and South Asia, and also on Indians who are successful business people and professionals in Houston. Comparative cultural analysis based on personal narratives and corporate experiences.
Instructor: Mr. Ravi Brahmbhatt

HIND 1501:  Elementary Hindi I 
Students will learn basic Hindi writing, reading, listening comprehension and conversation.  No prior knowledge of Hindi is required for this course.
Instructor: Dr. Bhavya Tiwari

[bookmark: _GoBack]RELS 2360: Introduction to Buddhism
The course is an introduction to Buddhist thought, practice, culture(s), and history. It traces the historical development of Buddhism and examines a variety of Buddhist traditions as they grew out of what the Buddha taught. Emphasis is placed on the time and place out of which Buddhist thought first emerged, how it became an organized religious tradition, and the various ways in which it has adapted to new cultural homes.
Instructor: Mr. Trung Huynh 

RELS 3355/GIS 3396: Yoga and Philosophy 
Yoga refers to a global phenomenon that engages conceptions of the human self, the body, health and healing.  “Yoga" incorporates four streams – Karma (path of action or doing), Jñana (path of knowledge), Bhakti (path of devotion), and Raja (postures, breathing, meditation).  The course will focus on philosophy and cultural context, especially related to the first three streams, with the final stream addressing the discipline of yoga as physical and mental practice.
Instructor: Dr. Anjali Kanojia

SOC 3397:  Sociology of Religion in India
This course will apply various sociological approaches to the study of religion in Indian society to examine the role of ‘the sacred’ in creating cohesion and intergroup contestations, as well as explore a micro-sociological analysis of the spiritual thought in Hindu society in the absence of organization. We will also examine the role of secularism and humanism as applied in the contestations between native belief system and imported religions, and their consequences for socio-political integration.
Instructor: Dr. Sarath Menon-Chembottil

SOC 3397/WCL 3372:  Indian Film:  Bollywood and Beyond
This course explores images of Indian society that emerge through the medium of film. Our attention will be focused on the ways in which Indian society, history, religion, class, caste and culture is depicted in film, and how critical social issues are explored through film.  We will be concerned with the contrast between cinematic realism and historical reality, and how the Indian film industry affects social structures, gender, and traditional Indian values as they are understood inside India and in Indian communities worldwide.
Instructor: Ms. Sheila Singh

WCL 3397/CCS 3356: Comparative Modernisms: The Global South
This course will examine modernism as a “world” aesthetic and its different flavors in the global south, especially Latin America and South Asia. Like all “isms,” modernism is a controversial term. Its meaning is subjective, political, idiosyncratic, canonical, cosmopolitan, and yet immediately rooted in local movements. Our aim in this class is to examine the multiple nodes of modernist centers to imagine a comparative global modernism that goes beyond the traditional canon.
Instructor: Dr. Bhavya Tiwari
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