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HIST 4394: CAPSTONE COURSE 
SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS IN ANTEBELLUM AMERICA 
      
The first half of the nineteenth century was a period of great economic, social, and political change.  In 
the midst of this transformation, many individuals joined together in an attempt to alleviate the resultant 
social consequences of this change and implement their vision of a better society.  The numerous social 
movements that emerged in antebellum America to reform society will be the main focus of this course.  
We will examine why so many Americans joined these groups, as well as explore what they hoped to 
accomplish.  In addition to looking at the more celebrated movements, such as abolitionism, women's 
rights, and temperance, we will also examine some of the lesser known efforts like female moral reform 
(prostitution), health reform, prison reform, and the hundreds of utopian communities that flourished 
during this period.  This is a Capstone Course and satisfies the degree requirement for a B.A. in History. 
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