
What was the average age at first marriage for an English woman in 1600? 
A) 16   B) 20  C) 25 

 

On what topic did Sir Isaac Newton write the most? 
A) Mathematics B) Alchemy C) Religion 

 

SIGN UP FOR HIST 4348 AND FIND OUT! 
	
  

History 4348 
Shakespeare’s England: A Social History of Early Modern England, 1500-1700 

TTh, 8:30-10 a.m., Prof. Catherine Patterson 
 

We’ll explore social and cultural developments during one of England’s most turbulent and eventful periods, between the Reformation and 
the Glorious Revolution.  As it underwent religious and political upheaval, England also experienced tremendous population growth, 
economic expansion, and cultural flowering.  What did this mean for people’s lives and families?  What was the world-view and life experience 
of the people who left England for America?  This course will help you find answers to these questions and give you hands on experience in 
historical research, critical thinking, and writing. 
 

	
   	
  
 

Topics include birth, marriage, and death; sexuality, gender, and patriarchy; popular culture and elite culture; magic and witchcraft; religion 
and society; crime and order; economic change in city and countryside.  Students will analyze and discuss primary source readings and 
secondary works, do some short writing exercises, and write a longer paper based on research. 

 

Fulfills the capstone requirement for History Majors 


