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Learning Objectives
Students participating responsibly will achieve familiarity with three prominent female novelists (two American, one transnational) of the Modernist period. Students participating responsibly will learn aspects of feminist, socio-cultural, historical, and biographical criticism and methodology. Students participating responsibly will gain experience in critical thinking and writing and in productive oral communication.
Major Assignments/Exams
Students will be responsible for one research/critical essay (20% of final grade) on a topic approved by the instructor.  There will be a midterm (25% of final grade) and a final exam on the date scheduled by the university (50%) of the final grade. The remaining 5% of the grade will depend on quality of class participation, improvement, un-improvement, attendance, etc.

Required Reading
The House of Mirth, Edith Wharton, 1905

The Age of Innocence, Edith Wharton, 1920
A Lost Lady, Willa Cather, 1923

My Mortal Enemy, Willa Cather, 1926

After Leaving Mr Mackenzie, Jean Rhys, 1931
Recommended Reading
A Feast of Words, Cynthia Griffin Wolff, 1977 (bio of Edith Wharton; A Backward Glance, Edith Wharton, 1933 (autobio/memoir); Willa Cather: The Emerging Voice, Sharon O’Brien, 1987; Willa Cather: A Literary Life, James Woodress, 1987 (bio); Smile Please, Jean Rhys, 1979 (autobio). 
Any collection of essays explaining French Feminism and on écriture feminine.
List of discussion/lecture topics
French feminist theory; modernism; biographies; issues related to issues women writers emphasize; contemporary issues that reflect change for the better or for the worse or that remain the same, etc. 
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