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Figuratively Speaking: Aesthetics, Affect, Figuration

Through formal engagement with American literature from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century,
this course will think about the phenomenon known as "figurative writing." What do we mean by
the word, "figurative," and how does it illuminate questions about aesthetics (the extent to which
figurative language seems related to the ornate, the rhetorically saturated, the self-indulgently 
metaphorical) and affect (the extent to which figurative language sometimes seems to take on a life
of its own)? Texts read will include Herman Melville's Pierre, Emily Dickinson's poems, Willa Cather's "Paul's Case," 
contemporary poetry and fiction such as Louise Glück's Faithful and Virtuous Night and Amelia Gray's Threats,
excerpts from queer theorists such as Lee Edelman and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, and selections
from the late work of Henry James. Five short formal analyses and a final paper.
