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 Congratulations as you complete this hot and 

beautiful summer of study in the Language and Culture 

Center! You have been engaged in an extraordinary ex-

perience as you have worked and studied and danced and 

laughed é and maybe even cried é with your friends 

and fellow students at the University of Houston. You 

will never be the same. You will go forward, and as you 

continue to grow and learn, you will make a real differ-

ence in the world. 

 In late June, I attended the EducationUSA Fo-

rum in Washington, D.C. The forum was sponsored by 

the U. S. State Departmentôs Bureau of Educational and 

Cultural Affairs and by the Institute of International Edu-

cation. The EducationUSA network is made up of hun-

dreds of educational advising centers worldwide. These 

centers promote U.S. higher education to international 

students and encourage American students to study 

abroad. In her welcoming remarks to those attending Fo-

rum 2013, Ann Stock, Assistant Secretary of the Bureau 

of Educational and Cultural Affairs wrote, ñOur commu-

nities are enriched by the presence of international stu-

dents, and we know that personal experience of other 

cultures fosters relationships and mutual understanding 

between the U.S. and the world.ò  

 U. S. Secretary of State, John Kerry, addressed 

the group at the opening session and offered his full sup-

port as well as his appreciation of the work being done in 

the universities and colleges represented at this important 

gathering.  Acknowledging the importance of internation-

al educational exchange, Secretary Kerry said, ñYou nev-

er forget the friendships that you build, the cultural, politi-

cal, philosophical, economic, social grounding that you 

get from that experience and how it connects people and 

connects countries.ò 

 At our First Assembly, I promised you that you 

would learn far more than English at the Language and 

Culture Center. As you have worked and studied with 

students from all over the world in our classes, you have 

engaged in intercultural communication, and you have 

made friends. These friendships will be important to you 

throughout your lives. I want you to know that, as I see 

you in the halls of the Roy Cullen Building and walking 

around on our beautiful campus every day, I realize how 

fortunate I am to know you and to work with you. Your 

teachers and I thank you for choosing to study with us and 

for giving us the chance to learn about you, your language, 

your culture, and your country. We have been enriched by 

your presence. 

 As the summer term of 2013 closes, we wish you a 

safe and productive academic break. Summer classes will 

end on graduation day, August 8. We will miss you, and we 

want you to know that the LCC office will remain open 

through August and September as we work with any contin-

uing students who need us and with new students who will 

be arriving for the fall term. Online registration for the fall 

term will begin on September 3, 2013. 

 If you are leaving our program for any reason, we 

encourage you to stay in touch with us through email, 

through Facebook, or through our web site http://lcc.uh.edu. 

We are eager to hear from students who continue their stud-

ies at the University of Houston or at another school in the 

United States or who return to their countries to continue 

their journey. We invite you to join a great network of for-

mer LCC students, now living all over the world. 

 We congratulate you on completing your term of 

study in the Language and Culture Center. You have been 

an important part of a dynamic Intensive English Program 

with an excellent history and tradition of service to students. 

You have also been an important part of an exciting urban 

university, which celebrates and welcomes international 

students. 

 This summer, we have been delighted to have 364 

students from 44 countries in our program. We are working 

hard to make sure we give you the best education possible. 

LCC teachers, counselors, administrators, support staff, and 

I hope you have had great experiences in our classes and on 

the University of Houston campus. We wish you the best as 

you complete the summer 

term, and we look forward 

to seeing many of you again 

as you return in September 

for the fall term of 2013 in 

the Language and Culture 

Center. 

Joy Tesh  

Director 

http://lcc.uh.edu/
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Nguyen Nguyen, Moulaye Simpara, Amandine Dorelle Manfoumbi, 

and Carolina Pacheco Lins Receive LCC Scholarships 

 The Language and Culture Center awards four scholarships each term to returning students who 

best combine academic excellence and leadership with international awareness and cross-cultural under-

standing. Traditionally, one full scholarship honors Joyce Merrill Valdes, the founder and first director 

of the LCC. A second full scholarship honors Joseph O. Davidson, who served as director of the LCC 

for 23 years before retiring in 2006. These two full scholarships cover the cost of tuition, fees, and medi-

cal insurance for one term of study in the Intensive English Program.  In addition, the LCC awards merit 

scholarships of $1500 each for one term of study in the Intensive English Program.  At the spring gradu-

ation ceremony on Thursday, April 25, 2013, the LCC awarded the Valdes scholarship to Nguyen Ngu-

yen, the Davidson scholarship to Moulaye Simpara, and the two merit scholarships to Amandine 

Dorelle Manfoumbi, and Carolina Pacheco Lins.  

 Nguyen Nguyen was awarded the Valdes 

Scholarship. Ms. Nguyen was born in Vietnam 

and is studying in level six. This is her second 

term at the LCC. Upon completing her study of 

English, she will pursue a Masterôs degree in Ap-

plied Economics at the University of Houston. Ms. 

Nguyen said, ñI would like to say thanks to the 

LCC for giving me this honor.  Also, I want to ex-

press my gratefulness to my teachers for not only 

teaching me English but about American culture 

as well.ò 

 Moulaye Simpara was awarded the Da-

vidson Scholarship.  Mr. Simpara is from Ma-

li.  He is studying in level three after having 

skipped from level one. After completing the inten-

sive English program, he would like to study Hu-

man Resources at the University of Houston. Mr. 

Simpara remarked that receiving the scholar-

ship was the best and nicest moment of his life. He 

said, ñMy family and I are grateful to the LCC. The 

LCC has engaging, helpful, prepared, generous and 

active teachers serving their students, and it is very 

diverse with students from Asia, Africa, Australia, 

Europe and the Americas. Iôm glad I made the de-

cision to study here. This is the best way to learn 

English. The activities, such as conversation club, 

the LCC Singers, and tutoring helped me to im-

prove my English.ò 
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 Amandine Dorelle Manfoumbi was a 

recipient of a Merit Scholarship. Ms. Dorelle 

Manfoumbi is from Gabon and her native 

language is French. This is her fourth term at the 

LCC. She began in level one, skipped to level 

three, and is currently studying in level five.  

She intends to begin her degree in financial ser-

vices after she completes her English studies. 

Ms. Dorelle Manfoumbi remarked, ñI was 

surprised and pleased to receive this scholarship. 

I thank my God, my teachers, and the LCC ad-

ministrators.ò 

 Carolina Pacheco Lins was also 

a recipient of a Merit Scholarship. Ms. 

Pacheco Lins is from Brazil and her 

native language is Portuguese. She is cur-

rently studying in level four having 

skipped from level two. This is her second 

term of study at the LCC. She plans to 

pursue a Masterôs degree in genetics at 

the University of Houston after complet-

ing her study of English. Ms. Pacheco 

Lins commented, ñI was so glad to be 

chosen for the Merit Scholarship as it will 

contribute to my professional develop-

ment. I am a biologist, and I intend to 

work in genetics. The best research in this 

field is written in English. That is why 

winning this scholarship is so important to 

me.ò 

 We congratulate Nguyen Nguyen, Moulaye Simpara, 

Amandine Dorelle Manfoumbi, and Carolina Pacheco Lins 

on their outstanding records in the Intensive English Program at 

the Language and Culture Center, and we wish them great suc-

cess as they continue to study in the United States. We all look 

forward to learning who will be the next LCC scholarship recip-

ients at the summer graduation ceremony. 

Sandy Woodson 

Associate Director 
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