
!£I}{§L 7396: I}{istories of Comyosition: 

atlian slie,(ey / crass t]{umber: 22033 

'Meeting rime/Location: 

• 'Monaay: 2:30-5:30,.m. 
• 118 'Mc!E(liinney 1fa(( 

This 8raduate course is desi8nedfor students interested in writin8yeda808Y and in the 

history of?tmerican hi8her education. '1t encoura8es students to think critica{(y a60ut 

what it has meant, at different times and in different y{aces, to teach co({e8e-{ever 

writin8: what kindof conposition studcnts were exyected andtauaht? What forms 

did student writil18 take? To what enJ.~ was student "writin8 yut? '}{IJ\V did new kiHJ.~ 

of colTe8es and universities after notions ofwhat co{{e8e comyosition shou{d 6e and do? 

'}{ow didco{(e8e con~ositionyertain to 6roader f'iteracy yractices? 

'Beyond history (what hayyened?), the course takes uy questions ofhistori08 ray hy 

(hOW do we arrive at a sense ofwhat (!ayyened?). Thus, the course e:poses 

8raduate students to different ways ofconceivin8 ofcon~osition, students, and 

hi8her eduwtilm. 

'Required Texts: 

1) Conposition-'Rhetoric: 'Bacf8rounJ.~, Theory, and'Peda808Y, 

6y 'Ro6ert j. Connoys 

2) 'R(wtoric in ?tmerican Co{(e8es, 1850-1900, 6y ?t{6ert 'R. 'Kitzfia6er 

3) Low{'}(istories: 'Readin8 the ?trchives ofCOllpositioll, edited6y 

'Patricia 'Donahue and§retchen 'F{esher 'Moon 

4) 'Rhetoric in the 'Mar8ins: 'Revisil18 the 'l-listory ofWriti1l8 '1nstructiol1 in 

%nerican Co{{e8es, 1873-1947, 6y 'David §o{d 

5) 'Before Sfiau8hnessy: 'Basic Writin8 at Yare al1d '}(arvard, 192o-196o, 

6y 'Kerry 'Ritter 

6) Workin8 in the ?trchives: 'Practica{ 'Research 'MethoJ.~ fOl' 'Rhetoric 

and' C(m~osition. edited 6y ?t(exis ~. 'Ramsey et a( 

7) 'ReadiI18s/exceryts on 'B{ack60ard-frolll 600fs such as 

~narish Conposition ill ~astern Co{(e8es, 1850-1940, 6y john 'Michae{ 

Wozniak; 'l'fineteenth-Century Women Learn to Write, edited6y 

Catherine '}(066s; The OrWm of Con~osition Studies ill the ?lmerican 

Co{(e8e, 1875-1925: ?t 'Documentary '1-fistory, edited 6y johl1 C. 

'Brereton; andTraces ofa Stream: Literacy andSocia( Chart8e 

%non8 ?tfrican ?tmerican WonWll, 6y jacquef'ine jones 'Royster 

'Recommended Text: 

1) 	 l3eyond the Archives: Research as a Lived Process, edited by 
Gcsa E. Kisch and Liz Rohan 


