€nglish 3366
Jewish~fImerican leitgraturg
Instructor: Pr. Irving N. Rothman .
Tugsday & Tharsdag 8:30am ~10:00am

'ﬂbs‘rr’aet: Jewish-fdmgrican aathors have bgegn writing sineg thgir arrival in
colonial {Imgrica. It may gven beg possiblg to identify garlier immigrants, Marrano
Jews gscaping the Spanish Inquisition and sailing to the New World with Columbus.
The courseg will study historical literature, profound sociological literaturg, incisive
psychological literaturg, and gvegn classical Jewish JoRkegs. It will cover writgrs like
Haygm Salomon who assisted in the dmerican Revolution and €mma lazarus whosg
words appgar on the Statug of liberty. It will study the litgraturg of the great period
of immigration from 1881-1924, a pgriod of fruition that saw ngw idgas and diverse
populations in a Amgrica that .. €liot mistakenly called “0” Wasteland.” The world
that recognized Shalom fsch and {Inzia Yegzigska also saw thg gmergent familigs of
@roucho Marx and woody dllign. Famous writgrs rgsonateg in standard literary
classgs-Gertrude Stein, Nathanagl West, lsouis Zukovsky, Murigl Rukeyser, Pelmorg
Schwrtz, and Karl Shapiro. Theg coursg will bg gnrichgd withwritings of Bernard
Malamud and @raceg Palgy and the scathing political attacks of Nora Mailer, @llign
@insburg (the beat pogt), and Phillip Roth. Two Nobgl Prize Winngrs in litgraturg

Will be studigd, Saul Bellow (born in Canada) and Isaac Bashevis Singer (born in
Poland), both U.s. citizgns. Wg arg a nation of immigrants who have found literature
as a modg of grpregssion.

Objgctives:
* To Familiarizg studegnts with immigrant litgrature
* Toidentify the origins of Jewish litgrary culturg in the United States
e To identify segparate historical movements in the development of a Jewish-
American thought
*  To urgg the gxpansion of the reading from the anthology to full-lgngth works
* To providg thg mechanism negeded for the conduct of rgsegarch into the

litgraturg
* To undgrstand theg psychology, sociology, and rhetoric of Jewish-fImerican
writgrs
Texts:

* Jewish {merican bLitgrature. {4 Norton {inthology. €d. Julgs ChametzRy and
John Felstingr. New York and london: W. W. Norton & Compang, 2001.
Hardback. ISBN 0-393-04809-8

* The Cambridge Companion to Jewsh {Imgrican bitgraturg. €d. Michagl p.
Kramer and tlana Wirth-Ngsher. Cambridge, engl..Cambridge University Press,
2003. Paperback. ISBN 0-521-79699 7 (pbk) Identified as CC in the syllabys.



