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Samer S. Shehata is Associate Professor of Middle Eastern Politics in the Department of International and 
Area Studies at the University of Oklahoma. A specialist in Egyptian politics and the Muslim Brotherhood, 
he has previously taught at Georgetown University, New York University, Columbia University, and the 
American University in Cairo. He received his PhD from the Politics Department at Princeton University in 
2000. His current book project, The Muslim Brotherhood: From Opposition Movement to Political Power, is under 
contract with Stanford University Press. The book will examine the Muslim Brotherhood’s involvement in 
formal politics and analyze the group’s political strategies, particularly its electoral participation and 
parliamentary activities during the last decade of Mubarak’s rule through the present. Extensive field 
research with Brotherhood candidates during election campaigns in Mansoura (2005), Alexandria (2010, 
2011), and Cairo (2011) will provide the basis for this book. 
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