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David	
  J.	
  Firestein	
  is	
  the	
  Perot	
  Fellow	
  and	
  EWI's	
  Vice	
  President	
  for	
  the	
  Strategic	
  Trust-­‐Building	
  
Initiative	
  and	
  Track	
  2	
  Diplomacy.	
  In	
  this	
  capacity,	
  he	
  leads	
  EWI's	
  China,	
  Russia	
  and	
  United	
  States	
  
programs.	
  	
  A	
  career	
  U.S.	
  diplomat	
  from	
  1992	
  to	
  2010,	
  Firestein	
  is	
  an	
  expert	
  in	
  China,	
  Russia,	
  public	
  
diplomacy	
  and	
  U.S.	
  politics.	
  	
  In	
  his	
  Foreign	
  Service	
  career,	
  he	
  served	
  at	
  the	
  U.S.	
  embassies	
  in	
  Beijing	
  
(5	
  years)	
  and	
  Moscow	
  (4	
  years).	
  	
  Firestein	
  speaks	
  near	
  native-­‐level	
  Chinese	
  and	
  Vluent	
  Russian	
  and	
  
has	
  interpreted	
  for	
  senior	
  U.S.	
  ofVicials	
  in	
  both	
  languages.	
  !
Firestein	
  holds	
  a	
  bachelor's	
  degree	
  from	
  Georgetown	
  University	
  in	
  international	
  relations	
  and	
  
master's	
  degrees	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Texas	
  in	
  public	
  affairs	
  and	
  Asian	
  studies.	
  Firestein	
  is	
  a	
  
native	
  of	
  Austin,	
  Texas.	
   !
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