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C E N T E R  F O R  M E X I C A N  A M E R I C A N  A N D  
L A T I N O / A  S T U D I E S

C M A L S
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W H O  A R E
W E ?
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MEET OUR AWESOME 
TEAM

C M A L S

P A M E L A  Q U I R O Z
DIRECTOR & PROFESSOR OF
SOCIOLOGY

F E L Y  A G U I L A R
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS

V A C A N T
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR

J E R O N I M O  C O R T I N A
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR & 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

C H R I S T I N E  C O R T E Z
FINANCIAL COORDINATOR

J E S S I C A  T H I A M
DEPARTMENT BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

V A C A N T
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR

E D D I E  M U Ñ O Z
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS

M A R I S E L A  M A R T I N E Z
IUPLR DIRECTOR HOUSTON OFFICE

M A R I S E L A  M A R T I N E Z
IUPLR MANAGER
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THE HISTORY
C M A L S

I n 2 0 2 2 t h e c e n t e r b e c a m e t h e C e n t e r

f o r M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n a n d L a t i n o / a

S t u d i e s ( C M A L S ) t o r e c o g n i z e t h e

d i v e r s i t y o f o u r s t u d e n t s a n d o u r

c o m m u n i t y . T h e C e n t e r w a s e s t a b l i s h e d

i n 1 9 7 2 a s a n i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y a c a d e m i c

p r o g r a m e n c o m p a s s i n g t h e l i b e r a l a r t s ,

e d u c a t i o n a n d s o c i a l s c i e n c e s f o c u s i n g

o n t h e M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n a n d b r o a d e r

L a t i n o e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e U . S . I t s m i s s i o n

i s t o a d v a n c e k n o w l e d g e , p r o m o t e

c r i t i c a l t h i n k i n g a n d f o s t e r t h e v a l u e o f

s e r v i c e t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h i s i n v o l v e s

d e s i g n i n g a b r o a d s p e c t r u m o f p u b l i c

a n d s c h o l a r l y p r o g r a m s . D e s i g n a t e d a s

a U n i v e r s i t y - w i d e C e n t e r w i t h i n t h e

C o l l e g e o f L i b e r a l A r t s a n d S o c i a l

S c i e n c e s , C M A L S h a s e v o l v e d i n t o a n

a c a d e m i c u n i t w i t h s e v e r a l m a j o r

c o m p o n e n t s : r e s e a r c h a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s ,

r e c r u i t m e n t a n d r e t e n t i o n , t e a c h i n g ,

l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g , a c a d e m i c a d v i s i n g

a n d c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e .

W H E R E
W E  S T A R T
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• IUPLR

• Reports (4 reports/year)

• Digital Board

• Visiting Scholar

RESEARCH

• AAP-UH

• More than 300 students served (CLASS, 
Bauer, EGR, EDU, TECH, NSM, ARCH, ART, 
HRM)

• 100% Graduation rate

• 6-yr graduation rate: 67% vs. 55% Non-
AAP

• National and State Recognition

• AAP-Austin HS

• 314 Students served (40% come to UH, 
38% HCC many come as transfers)

AAP

• Minor MAS

• Future Major Mexican American and 
Latino/a Applied Studies 

• Future Certificate 

ACADEMICS

WHAT WE DO
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THE FUTURE

• CMALS’s goal i s t o be come the premier

re se arch and academ ic ce nte r in Texas

and be com e a t op-20 ce nt e r in t he nat ion .

• To achie ve t h is goal , CMALS is e xpanding

and cem ent ing t he core e leme nt s of i ts

m is s ion :

• Advancing knowledge:

• CMALS be came t he nat ional

he adquart e rs for IUPLR

• Re s e arch re port s

• Grant appl icat ion

• Vis i t ing s cholar

• Promoting cr i t ica l t h inking:

• Inv i t e d t a lks

• Pol icy br ie fs

• Serv ice t o t he community :

• Acade m ic Achie ve rs Program

• Com m unit y e ngage m e nt

C M A L S
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S



8

OPPORTUNITIES

L A R G E S T  D E M O G R A P H I C  G R O U P
B y 2 0 2 2 , L a t i n o s w i l l b e c o m e t h e l a r g e s t

d e m o g r ap h i c g r o u p i n T e x a s .

H I S P A N I C  P U R C H A S I N G  P O W E R
B y 2 0 2 2 b uy i n g p o w e r i n T e x as w i l l g r o w f r o m

$ 2 8 3 b i l l i o n i n 2 0 1 8 t o $ 3 3 9 b i l l i o n , I n H o u s t o n

b y 2 0 2 2 H i s p a n i c b u y i n g p o w e r w i l l i n c r e a s e b y

4 0 % f r o m 5 4 b i l l i o n t o $ 8 0 b i l l i o n ,

M U L T I C U L T U R A L  E C O N O M Y
M o r e t h a n 3 0 % o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e S t a t e

s p e a k S p a n i s h a t h o m e a n d H i s p a n i c s a r e m o r e

l i k e l y t o s t a r t a b u s i n e s s t h a n o t h e r

d e m o g r a p h i c g r o u p s

U H  B E C O M I N G  T H E  L E A D E R  A M O N G  H S I s
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“ T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e s i g n a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h e s U H a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  
t y p e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e s t  
s e r v e  t o m o r r o w ’ s  A m e r i c a .   T h i s  
d e s i g n a t i o n  u n d e r s c o r e s  o u r  
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  s u c c e s s  i n  s e r v i n g  
a  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l  t o  m e e t  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  g l o b a l  
n e e d . ”

U H P r e s i d e n t  R e n u K h a t o r .  

HISPANIC SERVING 
INSTITUTION
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R E S E A R C H
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INTER-UNIVERSITY 
PROGRAM

FOR LATINO RESEARCH

C M A L S  H E A D Q U A R T E R S

NATIO NAL RESEARCH AGENDA IMPACT 

LATINO ART NOW!
C M A L S

• 70 bi l lboards acros s Hous t on re gion

• 5 0 loca l v is ua l art i s t s

• O ve r 10 0 e xhib i t ions and ins t a l lat ions

• More t han 10 0 loca l art i s t s

• Support f rom UH and se cured m ore than

$80 0 ,0 0 0 in funding
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PROGRAMS

V I S I T I N G  S C H O L A R
• Postdoctoral fellows and actively participate in the Center’s research activities and seminars.

• Propel young scholar’s careers

• Undertakes a research project to increase CMALS’ visibility and contribution to the public discourse

VISITING SCHOLAR & GRADUATE FELLOWS

G R A D U A T E  F E L L O W S
• Recruit outstanding students who have demonstrated the interest in the advancement of the 

Mexican American 

or Latino community.

• Provides hands on multidisciplinary research training 

• Actively participate in one of CMALS’ research projects with a community focus

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  G R A D U A T E  F E L L O W S  R E S E A R C H  
P R O J E C T S

• C o m m u n i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t  A c t  i n  t h e  H o u s t o n  
R e g i o n

• I m p a c t  o f  F a m i l i s m o a n d  S e l f - E f f i c a c y  o n  M e n t a l  
H e a l t h

• T h e  H o u s t o n  L a t i n o  P o l l
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EV IDENCE BASED 
POL ICY

RESEARCH BRIEFINGS
Highlight Latino faculty research 
findings

FACT SHEETS
Produce bi-monthly fact sheets 
for media consumption

TEXAS LATINO POLL
Annual Latino poll in Texas on 
policy issues. Feeder for annual 
reports. FIRST poll in the State. 
We would be the first institution. 

REPORTS
Produce two annual reports on 
Latino issues with the visiting 
scholar and graduate fellows

RESEARCH
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NAT IONAL  MEDIA  ATTENT ION
PROVEN RESEARCH RECORD

451 Clips   |   1,094,213,602 potential audience reach   |   $10,121,476 in ad value
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This project is being developed by the University of Houston Center 

for Mexican American and Latino/a Studies (CMALS).  An interactive 

and portable digital board, Latino cARTographies,  features the 

social and geographic landscape of visual Latino art in Houston in 

public and private spaces.

The Latino cARTographies project has received seed funding from 

the Office of the Provost,  CMALS, and Houston Endowment.

LAUNCH FALL 2022
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A C A D E M I C
A C H I E V E R S

P R O G R A M

16
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RECRUITMENT

RETENTION

MENTORING

LEADERSHIP

MISSION
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A A P A  U  S  T  I  N :

A U S T I N  H I G H  S C H O O L  
A A P

• Br idge  f rom  high s chool  t o  

h ighe r  e ducat ion

• Acade m ic  s upport  s e rv ice s

• Le ade rs h ip  de ve lopm ent ,  and 

m e nt ors hip

• SAT pre parat ion  and 

s cholars h ip  e s s ay  wr i t ing 

c las s e s  

• Educat ional  works hops  and 

m ot ivat ional  pre s e nt at ions  

g ive n by  com m unit y  ro le  

m ode ls  and le ade rs .

• Com m unit y  s e rv ice

• Be t t erme nt  o f  t he i r  

com m unit y  

1 . 0 3  M I L E S  O F  S E P A R A T I O N  /  A  U N I V E R S E  O F  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T H A T  
U N I T E  U S
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19

• Project  Expenses :  ~$5 9K pe r  ye ar  ( t ot a l  cos t  pe r-cohort :  ~$177K t hat  i s  $ 1 ,73 5  pe r  s t ude nt  pe r  ye ar )  

• 5 0 %  5  m e nt ors  M-F 3 :30 pm – 6 :30 pm on Aust in HS Campus

• SAT Pre parat ion

• Le ade rs h ip  re t re at

• W orks hops

• Sum m e r Se s s ion

• 10 -m ont h program :  15  hours  per  week /  60 hours  per  month /  600 hours  per  year  ( ~$98 per  hour  or  

~$1 ,735 per  s tudent per  year )

86*

46

26

34

34

34

34

20

1988-1993

1998-2001

2001-2004

2004-2007

2007-2010

2010-2013

2013-2016

2016-2019

AAP-HS STATISTICS

*  I n c l u d e s  J a c k s o n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  

3 1 4  S T U D E N T S  S E R V E D

UH 40%
HCC 38%
UHD 7%
A&M 6%
UT 3%
SFA/Sam Houston/TSU 3%
Military/Firefighter 2%
UHCL 1%

W H E R E  A R E  O U R  S T U D E N T S ?
2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 9
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• $ 3 ,000 annual  s cholarship

• Since  1996 ,  ove r  $3  mi l l ion dol lars  have  be e n 

awarde d t o  AAP St ude nt s

• AAP h i re s  annual ly  an  ave rage  of  8  academic t utors

t o  prov ide  on-cal l  t utor ing t o  s t ude nt s ,  and t im e  

m anage m e nt  s k i l l  s e s s ions  dur ing t he  s e m e s ter

• Dur ing t he  ye ar  our  s t ude nts  re ce ive  ove r  1 , 350 

hours  o f  one-on-one t utor ing

• Through t he  ye ar  approx im at e ly  25  community  

profess ionals  &  le ade rs  pre s e nt  at  m e e t ings  and 

ot he r  s che dule d program  e ve nt s

• Uppe r- le ve l  AAP s t ude nt s  mentor  i ncoming 

f reshmen

• AAP s pons ors  s t ude nt s  t o  at t e nd profess ional  

conferences  t hroughout  t he  ye ar

• AAP  St ude nt s  m us t  part ic ipat e  in  annual  

community  s erv ice  projects

• Int e rns hips

• Le ade rs h ip  and t e am work

• Care e r  p lanning

AAP-UH



21WHO WE SERVE?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Psychology
Political Science

Spanish
Communications

Kinesiology
Anthropology

English
French

Humanities
Italian

Economics
Social Sciences

Nutrition

LIBERAL ARTS & SOCIAL SCIENCES: 87

0 5 10 15 20 25

Business Administration

Finance

Marketing

Accounting

Management

Management Info Sys

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: 67

0 5 10 15

Electrical

Mechanical

Chemical

Civil

Petroleum

Industrial

ENGINEERING: 33

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Education

Health

HDFS

EDUCATION: 32

0 2 4 6 8 10

Architecture

Interior Architecture

ARCHITECTURE: 10

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Construction Mgt Science
Info. Sys Technology

Mechanical Engineering Tech
Elect. Power Tech

Digital Media
Computer Engineering Tech

Mechanical Technology…
Digital Media

Human Resources

TECHNOLOGY: 31

0 2 4 6 8 10

Biology

Mathematics

Biochemistry

Computer Science

Enviromental Science

NATURAL SCIENCES & MATHEMATICS: 20

0 1 2 3

Art

Photography

Graphic Communications

Music

ART: 5

0 1 2 3

Nursing

Hotel Restaurant Management

HOTEL/RESTAURANT & NURSING: 3

21
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NATIONAL AND 
STATE 

RECOGNITION
• 2 0 0 5 R e c i p i e n t o f t h e “ S t a r A w a r d” b y t h e

T e x a s H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n C o o r d i n a t i n g

B o a r d .

• F i n a l i s t i n t h e “ 2 01 4 Ex a mp l e s of

E xc e l e n c i a i n E d uc a t i o n ” a s o n e o f 1 5

p r o g r a m s i n c r e a s i n g L a t i n o s t u d e n t

s u c c e s s i n t h e n a t i o n .

• 2 0 1 5 “ B r i g h t S p o t ” i n H i s p a n i c E d u c a t i o n

a w a r d e d b y T h e W h i t e H o u s e I n i t i a t i v e o n

H i s p a n i c E d u c a t i o n .

• F i n a l i s t i n t h e “ 2 0 1 8 E x a mp l e s of

E xc e l e n c i a i n E du c at i o n ” a s o n e o f 1 7

p r o g r a m s i n c r e a s i n g L a t i n o s t u d e n t

s u c c e s s i n t h e n a t i o n .

22

P R O V E N

A A P  G r a d u a t i o n

H i g h e r  t h a n  T e x a s  p u b l i c  

u n i v e r s i t i e s

C u m u l a t i v e  G P A  v s .  n o n -

A P P  H i s p a n i c  3 . 0  G P A * *

SUCCESS

H i g h e r  6 - y r  
g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e s  

a m o n g  L a t i n o  
s t u d e n t s

A A P
H i s p a n i c s * *

69%

H i s p a n i c s *

55%

• A P P  s t u d e n t s  c o m e  t o  U H  w i t h  l o w e r  S A T  s c o r es ( 1 0 %  

l o w e r  o n  a v e r a g e ) * *

• A A P  s t u d e n t s  e a r n e d  a  h i g h e r  a v e r a g e  G P A  t h a n  

a v e r a g e  U H  s t u d e n t .  1 6 %  h i g h e r * *  

* S i x - y e a r  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e s  f o r  T e x a s  P u b l i c  U n i v e r s i t i e s -
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/DocID/PDF/12210.PDF
* *  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n O I R

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/DocID/PDF/12210.PDF
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M A J O R
&

M I N O R
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N E W

MAJOR IN MEXICAN 
AMERICAN AND 

LATINO/A APPLIED 
STUDIES

• T h e M a j o r i n M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n a n d L a t i n o / a A p p l i e d

S t u d i e s ( M A L S ) i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e M a j o r w i l l

b a l a n c e d e p t h a n d b r e a d t h i n i t s c u r r i c u l u m t o p r o v i d e

s t u d e n t s w i t h a v a r i e t y o f p e r s p e c t i v e s o f p r e d o m i n a n t

L a t i n o s u b - g r o u p s , s u c h a s M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n s , C u b a n

A m e r i c a n s , P u e r t o R i c a n s a s w e l l a s s u b - g r o u p s f r o m

C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d t h e C a r i b b e a n i n

r e l a t i o n t o k e y e l e m e n t s f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f U . S .

s o c i e t y , s u c h a s p o l i t i c s , t h e e c o n o m y , e d u c a t i o n , a n d

t h e a r t s .

• M A L S w i l l a l s o o f f e r s o m e t r a c k s i n e n t e r p r i s e

a p p l i c a t i o n s , q u a n t i t a t i v e m e t h o d s a n d p u b l i c p o l i c y ,

a n d L a t i n o / a c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s t o b e t t e r p r e p a r e s t u d e n t s

f o r t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o t h e l a b o r m a r k e t

o r g r a d u a t e a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s c h o o l .

A  N E W  A P P R O A C H  T O  C U R R I C U L U M  
D E S I G N

O V E R V I E W
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MAJOR & MINOR
M E X I C A N  A M E R I C A N  A N D  L A T I N X  S T U D I E S

REQUIREMENTS
• 3 0  SCH ( 15  SCH core ,  2  SCH e le ct ive s  

9  SCH t rack)

• Indus t ry /Commerc ia l  (Bus ine s s )

• Q uant i t at ive  Me t hods  and Pol icy

• Me dia/J ournal i s m

• L ibe ra l  Art s

• Language

Int e r-and-m ult id is c ip l inary  acade m ic  are a  o f  s t udy  

t hat  bui lds  upon t he  e xpe r ie nce s  o f  pe ople  o f  

Me x ican and Lat ino  de s ce nt .  The  BA s e e ks  t o  

pre pare  s t ude nt s  t o  be com e  le ade rs  in  t he  bus ine s s ,  

po l i t ica l ,  acade m ic  and cul t ura l  com m unit ies  by  

e xpos ing t he m  t o  a  wide  curr icu lum  and d ive rs e  

acade m ic  e xpe r ie nce s  inc luding confe re nce s ,  

s ym pos ium s,  int e rns hips ,  cu l t ura l  and art i s t ic  

program m ing.  The  Major  wi l l  prov ide  t he  t oo ls  for  a  

s ucce s s fu l  s chool -workforce  t rans i t ion  ( t he  Major  i s  

unde r  curre nt  re v ie w)

M E X I C A N  A M E R I C A N  A N D  L A T I N X  S T U D I E S
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Get in Touch
Center for Mexican American Studies 

University of Houston

3553 CULLEN BOULEVARD ROOM 323 
HOUSTON, TX 77204-3001

7 1 3 - 7 4 3 - 3 1 3 6 c m a s @ c e n t r a l . u h . e d u h t t p s : / / u h . e d u / c l a s s / c m a s /
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