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Hispanic enrollment at the Uni-
versity of Houston is at an all time
high. The official figures show that
6,256 Hispanic students enrolled
during the Fall 2003 semester and
that we make up approximately
18% of the total student enroll-

ment. Among first-time college
freshman 715 or 22% of the 3, 271
students are Hispanic. The number
of Hispanic students has been ris-
ing for at least twenty years and
the resultant growth line has been
extending impressively upward.
This is good news and it reflects
severa related trends like the ex-
plosive growth of our population, a
decline in the high school drop out
rate, an increase in the number of
high school graduates and greater
numbers seeking a college educa
tion.

The Center for Mexican Ameri-
can Studies has played a promi-

nent role in recruiting students to
our campus.  Through our annual
college career days we estimate
that over 25,000 Latino students
from high schools throughout
Houston have visited our campus
in the last 20 years. Most of the
students are juniors and seniors,
and they attend workshops on i-
nancial aid, admissions procedure,
college life and careers where they
learn more than 298 majors that
can be pursued on campus. We
also sponsor SAT workshops, and
visit schools and Parent Teacher
Organizations on a regular basis
speaking to students and parents
about the rewards of higher educa
tion and how to apply and pay for
college.  We have been aided in
our efforts by the dedicated staff
from the University of Houston
Office of Admissions and by a
supportive administration that rec-
ognizes the educational needs of
the community.

| do not wish to overstate the
good news. We are far from being
where we need to be in terms of
our overall educational attainment
level and much work needs to
done.  Only 8% of all Hispanic
adults in the United States have a
college education and among
Mexicans the figure is 5%. Fur-
ther, the cost of attending college
is rising and there are limits as to
how much more we can grow at
ingtitutions like the University of
Houston that are reaching capacity
enrollment overall. Capacity er

rollment means that Hispanics stu-
dents can continue to grow but
only at the expense of other stu-
dents.  This could have serious
political implications.

Nevertheless, the trend is in the
right direction and it is a far cry
from the late 1960's when | was
student here on campus. There
were less than 700 of us enrolled
a the time and you had to look
hard to find each other but we
somehow managed to find one an+
other. We developed the idea of a
Center for Mexican American
Studies that would play a role in
addressing the educational con
cerns of our community. That idea
Is now aredlity.

Graduate Fellowship 2
Visiting Scholar 4
Our Latino Faculty 6
Research & Education 7
Chicana Photographer 10
Office of Drug & Social 12
Policy & Research

SABE Program 14

Urban Experience Program 16

18

Latino Faculty Updates




. Graduate Fellowship Program
"*=;; CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

Continuing in its
tradition of recruit-
ment and support of
outstanding gradu-
ate students inter-
ested in research in
the areas of Latino/
Mexican American
scholarship, CMAS
is proud to welcome
two new students to
the ranks of its
graduate fellows:
Ms. Itzel  Richarte
and Ms. Uyen Tran.

Even though she is begin
ning the first year of gradu-
ate study, ltzel Richarte has
a history of accomplishment

and award. During her

undergraduate years at
the UH, she was on the
Dean's list every semes-

“My interest is in being an educator
and we are learning the best ways

to teach all types of students — both
traditional and non-traditional.”

ter. She was aso
awarded a four-year
Mary Gibbs Jones

Scholarship, and a three-
year Success Scholarship
Award. In the summer of
2002, she received the Ugo
di Portanova Scholarship for
sudy in Sienna, Italy. She
graduated summa cum laude
in May 2003.

At present, Ms. Richarte is
immersed in the coursework
of her first semester of
graduate school. She says,
“It's exciting to be learning
linguistics. We are learning
about Spanish and about
other languages. My favor-
ite course is ‘Spanish for
Native Speakers, which is
an Applied Linguistics
course. My interest isin be-
ing an educator and we are
learning the best ways to
teach all types of students —
both traditional and non
traditional .”

Ms. Richarte's goal is to
complete a Master’s degree
in Spanish Linguistics with
an emphasis on the study of
linguistic phenomena as e-
lated to sociological factors.
She aso intends to complete
a Ph.D. The study of both
French and Itaian, in addi-
tion to her native Spanish,
will be an excedlent aca
demic base for the position

as program director of for-
eign languages at a univer-
sity. In fact, Ms. Richarte
started as an undergraduate
preparing for the dual roles
by the completion of the re-
quirements for two minors
(in MexicantAmerican Stud-
ies and in Italian), in addi-
tion to her major in Spanish
for her Bachelor’s degree.
Ms. Richarte gives this ad-
vice to undergraduates con
sidering the possibility of
graduate study. “Don’t
leave the university without
a Master's degree. It gives
you more knowledge and it
opens your mind. A Bache-
lor's gives you genera
knowledge; a Master’s gives
you focused and applied
knowledge so that you can
actually work in your field.”

Ms. Uyen Tran graduated in
the fall of 2002 with Honors
receiving a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Psychology and So-
ciology (as double majors)
from the UH. Informing her
decison to go to graduate
school is her desire to con+
tribute to an understanding
of the complexities of soci-
ety and (in her own words)
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“l was able to see a very small
sample of the Latino community,
but what I learned intrigued me to

study more.”

“its seemingly bizarre func-
tions.” She feels compara-
tive research is essential
when studying society. She
aso is quite eloguent in
speaking of her “vision” that
she will be able to ultimately
participate is a social move-
ment for change on a large
scale. From her work with
at-risk children and her own
experiences coming to
America as an immigrant
with no English-speaking
skills, she knows that the
complexity of societal fac-
tors causing (for instance)
small children to go hungry
a home. It is her fervent
hope that her research will
contribute to the changes
necessary within our society
to solve problems, especially
for young children.

Ms. Tran was awarded a
sociology internship at the
Mayor’s Anti-Gang office in
Houston in the academic
year of 2002. The opportu-
nity afforded her the experi-
ence of working with a spe-
cific population within
Houston’s Hispanic popula
tion. She says, “I was able
to see avery small sample of
the Latino community, but

what | learned intrigued me
to study more. | found ny-
self wanting to compare the
troubled Vietnamese youths
| grew up with to the trou
bled Latino youths | now
knew existed beyond statis-
tics. They werered, rightin
front of me, but yet | could-
n't ask them al the things |
wanted to. | had to think of
a way to get my ques,
tions answered, and that | &
way is available through .
a higher level of educa ¥
tlon | now have thls de

such as where it is that :
society fails for the
youths of the Latino and
Vietnam@e communi-

to understanding.”

At present, Ms. Tran I

working on her Master’s
degree in Sociology with
a goa of completing a
Ph.D. as wel. When
guestioned as to the most
noticeable difference be
tween undergraduate studies
and graduate studies, she
said, “I fed graduate school
IS challenging because it
pushes you to be an individ-
ual, to think for yourself.
Especidly in Sociology, you
have to have the room to
think and to make a state-
ment with what you are do-
ing, i.e. researching. This
freedom pushes you to be
your best. Everyone in
graduate school in Sociol-

ogy who I’ve met is a shirn
ing star. They al are indi-
viduals. The professors are
there to help you do the e
search to support your indi-
vidual stance.
citing.”

It is very ex-

¥

For more information about
our Graduate Fellowship
Program, call 713-743-3136.
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A recent addition to the University of
Houston’s History department, Dr. Luis
Alvarez brings a fascinating series of spe-
cializations within the larger framework
of American History. These areas in-
clude: Latina/o history, African American
history, borderlands history, comparative
race and ethnicity, popular culture, trans-
nationalism, resistance, identity and com-
munity formation, and cultural theory.

University
of Texas at
Austin  for
his mas
ter’ s
course-
work. The
University
of Texas
awarded
his Ph.D.
in May of

How did Dr. Alvarez be-
come interested in the history
of Mexicans in the U.S. dur-
ing the twentieth century? He
says, “As for many scholars
of color historically, [it was|
an interest in my own family’s
history — their migration from
Bajato San Diego. Asfor my
interest in youth culture, | re-
member interviewing my ur-
cle Tony about being a zoot-
suiter in the 1930's in East
Los Angeles for an under-
graduate project.” He contin
ues, “ | am a Chicano histo-
rian by training, but am inter-
ested in ethnic culture more
broadly. My work is driven
by questions like how Mexi-
cantAmerican communities
intersect with other racialized
groups. We see those inter-
sections in youth culture.
There is area power in youth
culture. | respect it and am
curious about how it creates
new and unique social
worlds.”

From there, he went to the

2001 sub-
sequent to his conpletion of
the qualifying exams with
honors. Since then Dr. Alva
rez has spent the academic
year of 2001-02 at the Univer-
sity of California (UC) at San
Diego's Department of His-
tory enjoying the distinction
of being awarded the UC
President’s Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship. This year Dr. Alva-
rez has been awarded a posi-
tion as a Visiting Scholar of

the Center for Mexican
American Studies.
Dr. Alvarez is eoquent

about the energy and aca
demic excitement created by
the commitment to hiring His-
tory faculty committed to
Mexican American studies.
“To have four Chicano schol-
ars is a mgjor investment. It
immediately puts the UH His-
tory Department and the Cen-
ter for Mexican American
Studies on the national map.
People al over the U.S. are
recognizing that the UH in
tends to be a major player.

_ Visiting Scholars Program
CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

The History department has
been fantastic. We have the
support to be a flagship insti-
tution in Chicana/o history.
The four Chicano historians
al have a stake in what Chi-
cano studies are -- Dr. San
Miguel studies education, Dr.
Ramos the nineteenth century,
Dr. Perales (who will be here
in the Spring 2004) studies
border identity and also brings
a gender focus, - | do com
parative race and ethnicity in
the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Now it is up to us
to write the books, bring in
the studerts, start placing the
students. It's an incredible
opportunity.”

There are several reasons
Dr. Alvarez cites as instru-
mental in his acceptance of
the UH job offer. Foremost,
is the UH’s and CMAS' ex-
traordinary commitment to
Chicano/Latino hiring in His-
tory, as stated above. Second,
is the opportunity for time to
work on his own research,
which the position as a Visit-
ing Scholar gives him. The
third, is the diversity of young
students on campus. To quote
Dr. Alvarez, “Such a multi-
ethnic, multi-racial  student
body israre.”

One of the on-campus or-
ganizations Dr. Alvarez is
most excited to participate in
is La Colectiva, a support net-
work for graduate students
and junior faculty interested
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in Latino/Chicano Studies. Its
members reach across aca
demic ranks and traditional
boundaries to help each other,
but adso to air issues within
their respective disciplines, e.g.
how do Chicano/Latino Studies
relate to Latin American Stud-
ies. One of the group’s func-
tions is to be a space for

of the twentieth century history
of Mexicans in the U.S. he has
chosen for research. Organiza
tions and academic entities as
diverse as the National Asso-
ciation of Chicana and Chicano
Studies, the American Studies
Association (Houston), the
Black History Workshop at the

learning ways to connect all §%1 .55

the magjor steps required by
a university structure from a -
grad student to a junior fac- |
ulty member. By organiz |

ing both research and writ- | 2

ing to build each step in a|

il

career while also preparing m
for the next step isan ini

credible skill. The members'*

of La Colectiva help ech |,
other learn the pragmatics of = {4

such skills as writing grant =4
proposals, writing a disserta-
tion, how to present atalk at a
conference, and how to study
for and pass qualifying exami-
nations. Dr. Alvarez says, “It's
important for a graduate stu
dent to know that he/she does-
n't haveto do it alone.”

Dr. Alvarez isworking on his
book manuscript entitled, “The
Riddle of the Zoot: Race and
Resistarce in American Y outh
Culture” this semester and will
teach one undergraduate course
in the Spring. But he says, “if
you're thinking about going to
graduate school, call me.”

A review of Dr. Alvarez
publications and invited lec-
tures shows the specific areas

University of Houston, and the
Center for American Studies
and Ethnicity at the University
of Southern Cadlifornia have
heard him speak on a wealth of
topics. Here is a partial list:
“From Zoo Suits to Hip Hop in
Chicana/o Youth Culture: To-
ward a Comparative, Post-
National, and Socia Mowe-
ments Based Chicana/lo Stud-
ies’; “Of Pachucos, Hep Cats,
and Socia Horizons: Mascu
line Bodies, the Zoot Suit, and
Dignity in World War II7;
“Youth Culture and Dignity in
Wartime America’; and
“Who's Zooting Who? Race,
Region, and Gender in Ameri-
can Youth Culture.”

Having already taught both
graduate and undergraduate
courses at the University of
Houston in “The Mexican — U.
S. Borderlands in the Twentieth
Century”, “U.S. History since
1877, and “Readings in Chi-
canalo History”, Dr. Alvarez is
planning the introduction of
both undergraduate and
graduate courses that
would reflect his areas of
research. In the Spring of
2004, he will teach an ur
dergraduate course entitled
“From Zoot Suits to Hip
Hop: Chicana/lo Youth
Culture Since World War
I1". Possibilities for future
graduate courses include:
“Comparative Race and
Ethnicity in the U.S”;
“Consciousness and Resis-
tance: Readings in Social The-
ory”; “Crossing Borders. Read-
ings in U.S.-Mexico and Com-
parative Borderlands.”

For more information about our
Visiting Scholars Program, call
713-743-3136.
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Reviewing professor Nestor
P. Rodriquez’ list of profes
sional and academic accom:
plishments leaves the reader
with a sense of the tremen
dous energy and commitment
Dr. Rodriguez has shown
since arriving at the Univer-
sity of Houston's Sociology
department as an assistant
professor in 1984. His re-
search and publications con+
firm his status as an expert in
his field. In 1995 he and
other researchers founded the
Center for Immigration Re-
search in the College of So-
cia Science. He is its co-
director. This Center exists
amost entirely on grant
money. Yet, its groundbresk-
ing research has been covered
in the national and interna
tional media many times. It is
one of a handful of centers
across the U.S. researching

immigration. In addition,
Dr. Rodriguez was recently
named chair of the University
of Houston's Sociology De-
partment.

Dr. Rodriguez' long history
of accomplishment began as
early as 1973 when he was
awarded the Governor’'s Pub-
lic Service Internship during
the last year of his bachelor's
coursework in Sociology and
Government at Texas A&l
University in Kingsville,
Texas. He completed this de-
gree summa cum laude and a
year later completed his M.A.
(also in Sociology and Gov-
ernment), thereby earning the
Distinguished Graduate Stu-
dent Award from Texas A&lI.
Upon the completion of his
Ph.D. in 1984, he accepted a
position a the University of
Houston.

Reviewing a list of grants
awarded to Dr. Rodriguez
both before and after 1995,
reveals maor funding sources
such as the Ford Foundation,
the Open Society, the Hogg
Foundation for Mental Health,
Loyola University/HUD, and
the Tomas Rivera Center
(UT-Austin).

What is the energy driving
Dr. Rodriguez's prolific re-
search? He says, “One impe-
tus is trying to understand the
workings of international so-
cia systems; the second is
trying to understand the ef-
fects of government policies

on local communities.”

One noticeable characteris-
tic of the many research pro-
jects done by Dr. Rodriguez
either as Principal Investiga
tor or Co-Principa Investiga-
tor is their variety among eth-
nic groups studied and factors
studied.  For instance, the
subject population ranges
from Asian to Central Ameri-
can to Mexican. The sites of
research for some of the
grants are local, while some
have been in other areas of
Texas, Mexico, or Centrad
America. Here's a brief list-
ing of several recent grants.

A Ford Foundation grant in
1997-98 to study how 1996
immigration and welfare laws
affect low-income and immi-
grant communities in SiX
Texas localities, and in adja
cent Mexican border commu-
nities. Co-principal investiga-
tor of the study was Professor
Jacqueline Hagan.

A Hogg Foundation for
Menta Health Grant for a
study of menta health condi-
tions (anxiety, depression,
stress) among immigrants
separated from families by
U.S. immigration laws re-
stricting travel between the
United States and communi-
ties of origin.

A University of Texas at
Austin collaborative grant to
investigate transnational eco-
nomic linkages between im
migrant households in Hous-
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ton and communities of ori-
gin in Monterrey, Mexico.
Jacqueline Hagan was a co-
principal investigator in the
Houston site.

Another mark of Dr. Rodri-
guez's professional accom:
plishment is the number of
academic books to which he
has been a contributor and
the one book he co-authored
with Dr. Tacho Mindiola and
Dr. Yolanda Niemann enti-
tled, “Black/Brown Relations
and Stereotypes’ published in
2002 by the University of
Texas PresssAugtin. A few
of the books to which he has
recently contributed as a co-
author of a section are:

Immigrant Communities

and Welfare Reform in North
America, edited by Ana
Parico, Phil Krestedemas,
and Kayani Rhai; Race and
Racism: Essays in Honor of
Joe R. Feagin, edited by Ber-
nice McNara Burnett; Lati-
nos. Remaking America, edl-
ited by Marcelo Suarez
Orozco and Maridla Paz;
Caught in the Middle: Cross
Border Communities in an
Era of Globalization, edited
by Demetrios Papademetriou
and Deborah Meyers, The
Maya Diaspora: Guatemalan
Roots, New American Lives,
edited by James Loucky and
Marilyn Moors.

Despite his research and
teaching load of two courses

per semester, Dr. Rodriguez
maintains an active schedule
of conference presentations.
The year 2003 saw two pres-
entations to the Latin Ameri-
can Studies Association
(Dallas, Texas) on “The ef-
fect of 9/11 on U.S. Border
Security” and “Mayan Immi-
grant Community Life: What
Changes and What Stays the
Same?’ The year 2002 saw
presentations to the American
Sociological Association, the
David Rockefeller Center for
Latin American studies at
Harvard University, and to
the Annual Traverse Ethics
Conference at the University
of Caiforniaat Berkeley.

Researcher & Educator

Dr. Amaury Nora's path from
Kingsville, Texas in 1971-72
where he was a teaching &
sistant in the Biology Depart-
ment for a Genetics course at
Texas A&I University has
been a road of extraordinary
achievement and professional
recognition. Now, heis afull
professor and Associate Dean
for Research and Faculty De-
velopment in the College of
Education here at the Univer-
sity of Houston. One of his
notable and recent accom-
plishments is being named
Editor of The Review of
Higher Education, a leading

research journa in his field.
Dr. Nora is the first minority
ever to serve in that role.

Dr. Nora s Bachelor of Arts
was awarded in 1970 in the
field of Zoology from the
University of Texas a Aus
tin. This degree was fol-
lowed three years later by a
Masters of Science in Biol-
ogy from Texas A&l Univer-
sity in Kingsville, Texas. In

1985 he was awarded a Doc-

torate in Higher Education at

the University of Houston.
Before returning to the Uni-

| versity of Houston in 1996 to

teach, from 1987 to 1989 Dr.
Nora was an assistant profes-
sor a the University of
Southern California and from
1989 to 1995 he held an @-
pointment as an associate
professor at the University of
[llinois at Chicago. During
this time he was also a Senior
Research Associate at the
National Center for Teach
ing, Learning, and Assess
ment (NCTLA).

Dr. Nora's C.V. contains a
plethora of publications in
peer-reviewed journals, chap-
ters in books, technical

CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES
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reports, bulletins, white @
pers and monographs. Some
of the more recent articles
include topics such as, “The
depiction of significant oth-
ersin Tinto's Rites of Pas-
sage: A reconceptualization
of the influence of family
and community in the persis-
tence process,” and “How
minority students finance
their higher education.”

Dr. Nora's research often
deals with issues of particu-
lar importance in this era of
increasing Hispanic popula
tion throughout many re-
gions of the U.S. For in
stance, a summary of several
articles currently under re-
view with journals shows a
focus on remediation and re-
tention. Such titles as “”An
exploration of the influence
that perceptions of remedia-
tion have on the persistence
of developmental students in
higher education” and “The
impact of psychosocial fac-
tors on the achievement, aca-
demic and social adjustment,
and persistence of college
students” demonstrate some
of Dr. Nora's research inter-
ests.

He says that his interest
was piqued in research years
ago when he was working at
the Laredo Community Col-
lege in a Title I1l program.
He became interested in why
so few Latinos came into
higher education and why so

many of them dropped

_ CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

out. As he says, “We
can't afford to lose
those few Hispanic stu-
dents who come
through our doors. We

The bachelor’s degree represents a first step.
It's our ticket to graduate and professional
schoals. It allows us [as Hispanics] to
become fully engaged in the structuring and

governance of society.

need to ask, ‘What db-
ligation does the insti-
tution have to provide a
learning community that
fully engages al students?
To do so involves an under-
standing of the factors that
impact the adjustment,
achievement and persistence
of our diverse student popu
lations. Why do we put such
an importance on degree a-
tainment? The bachelor’ s de-
gree represents a first step.
It's our ticket to graduate
and professional schools. It
allows us [as Hispanics] to
become fully engaged in the
structuring and governance
of society. Only it and
higher degrees will alow us
full access to discussions and
decisions affecting our
lives.”

As might be expected, Dr.
Nora's professional career
has been replete with honors
and awards. As early as
1985 when he was complet-
ing his doctoral dissertation,
Dr. Nora was awarded
“Dissertation of the Year” by
the Texas Association of
Chicanos in Higher Educa
tion. In addition, his disser-
tation was also approved
with distinction within the

Educational Leadership and
Cultural Studies, College of
Education at the University
of Houston. His early pro-
fessional career is studded
with awards from the Asso-
ciation for the Study of
Higher Education, the Asso-
ciation for Institutiona Re-
search, and the American
College Personnel Associa-
tion. More recently, Dr.
Nora was awarded the
Award of Appreciation for
serving as the Program Chair
for the 1999 ASHE
(Association for the Study of
Higher Education) Confer-
ence. In academic year
1999-2000, he was awarded |
the Research Excellence|
Award within the College of
Education at the University
of Houston. He was named
to the Hall of Honor at the |
College of Education in
2000. The year 2001 saw
Dr. Nora receiving a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for a
Presentation on Research on
Students at Arizona State
University West, Learner-
Centered Summer Ingtitute.
Thetireless approach Dr.

Nora takes toward hisre-
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search is evident not only in
the lists of peer-reviewed ar-
ticles, colloquia, and invited
papers, but is also quite evi-
dent in a review of the refe-
reed papers presented at the
annual meetings of such a-
ganizations as the American
Educational Research Asso-
ciation, the Association for
the Study of Higher Educa
tion, and the Southwestern
Educational Research Asso-
ciation. In some years, such
as 2002, Dr. Nora presented
as many as three different
papers to these associations.
The most recent was in April
2003. Along with Dr. R.G.
Anderson, Dr. Nora pre-
sented “The role of religios
ity as a determinant of per-
sistence for minority and
nontraditional college stu-
dents. A logistic regression
analysis of a theoretica
model of student persis-
tence” to the American Edu-
cation Research Association.

Dr. Nora has served on the
editorial boards of the three
leading research journals in
his field: the Journal of
Higher Education, The Re-
view of Higher Education,
and Research in Higher Edu-
cation. As mentioned ear-
lier, he was recently named
Editor of The Review of
Higher Education, the first
minority to serve in that role.
Dr. Nora will dficially take
over the editorship of the

journal in January 2004.

Dr. Nora teaches doctoral
level courses in Research
Design and Statistics. He
says, “Research must utilize
those designs/methodol ogies
and data analyses that incor-
porate both qualitative and
quantitative paradigms. It is
only through the use of such
techniques and designs that
factors can be examined
within a specific context and
studies fully acknowledge
the simultaneous interplay of
multiple variables.” In his
course, Dr. Nora teaches
multiple regression, logistic
regression, and structural
modeling. He has also d&-
veloped a doctoral course
entitled “College Students’
which is an overview of
what is currently known
through research about col-
lege students, e.g. ways they
achieve, how they adjust to
college, why they drop out.

In looking at some of the
unknown and omplex side
effects of the UH’'s stated
current goal of becoming a
Tier | research university,
Dr. Nora offers a few con
siderations. Based on his
own deeply-held belief that
the knowledge produced by
research should be used to
better the lives of individuals
in our communities, Dr Nora
believes that becoming a
Tier | institution means in
creasing the university’s qo-

portunities to have an impact
on many issues affecting so
many people through the re-
search of its faculty. How-
ever, as he points out, Tier |
status is mainly focused on
graduate programs and the
research produced in such
programs, an area where
there is an under-
representation of minority
students. Not counting inter-
national students, roughly
10% of the university’s pro-
fessiona and graduate stu-
dents are minorities. The
misconception that to
achieve Tier | status requires
setting higher standards of-
ten leading to a decrease in
minority enrolment is one
that must be addressed.
Achieving Tier | research
status must be successfully
accomplished with diversity
in mind.

The University of Houston
is fortunate to have Dr. Nora

in its ranks — a topnotch re- |

searcher with tireless devo-
tion to both research and
teaching, and the use of both
to better our community.

For more information contact,
Amaury Nora, Associate Dean

for Research and Faculty Devel-
opment, Department of Education
at 713-743-8636.
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Chicana Photographer
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Reading Assistant Pro-
fessor Delilah Montoya's
resume takes the reader
on a journey from New
Mexico to France, from
Smith College in Massa-
chusetts to the Institute
of America lndian Artin
Santa Fe. At present,
Ms. Montoya teaches
both digital imaging and
photography on a gradu-
ate and undergraduate
level in the Art Depart-
ment of the Univergty of
Houston.

Ms. Montoyas M.A. in
Printmaking and M.F.A. in
Studio Art were awarded by
the University of Mexico. In
both, she achieved academic
excellence by graduating in
1990 with Honors for her
M.A. and in 1994 with Dis-
tinction for her M.F.A. Her

teaching experience there
combined with a tenyear
medical photography career
to uniquely prepare her for
her current teaching and her
prolific artistic output.

Reviewing Ms. Montoya’'s
appointments give an idea of
her commitment to her com-
munity as well as her comt
mitment to furthering the ex
hancement of her skills. Dur-
ing her appointment at the
Working Classroom Storytell-
ers in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, she taught printmak-
ing techniques to inner-city
youth ranging in age from 10
to 17 years. At the Ingtitute
of American Indian Arts in
Santa Fe, NM, she taught
skills in preparation for the
exploration of fine art photog-
raphy. In addition to the ex-
plicit instruction required by
beginning students, the course
provided assigned projects to
develop the student’s techni-
cal skills, as well as concep-
tual and esthetic idess.

Ms. Montoya was then con
currently awarded an appoint-
ment as a visiting professor at
Smith College in the Art De-
partment and a part-time g-
pointment in the Film and
Photography Program at
Hampshire College in the
School of Humanities and
Art. In addition to teaching
technical skills, Ms. Montoya
states that she introduced stu-
dents to ideas regarding con

ceptual vison to promote a
deeply personal and expanded
way of seeing. With the
teaching of technical skills
during hands-on application,
the student was encouraged to
intellectually develop with
the concurrent mastery of the
medium. The courses taught
were Photography | and II,
and Advanced Studies in Pho-
tography. Additionally, she
chaired the Speciad Studies
Projects.

Ms. Montoya' stime at Cali-
fornia State University in Los
Angeles brought her the op-
portunity to direct the pro-
gramming in her depart-
ment’s fine art gallery. In ad-
dition, she developed upper
divison, graduate and under-
graduate courses in Chicano
and Latin American Photo-
graphic Art History. While
teaching such core courses as
Written Expression, Design
I, and World Art |, Ms.
Montoya developed and
taught a specia topics course
introducing photo printmak-
ing techniques to studio nma-
jors.

Teaching is central to Ms.
Montoya's commitment to
art-making. She states, “asan
educator, | redlize the class-
room thrives when the ambi-
tion for self-invention is kin-
dled.” Also central to Ms.
Montoya's vision is a redliza-
tion of the potential of histori-
cal symbols. She says, “Not
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only must students learn for-
mal concerns but [they] must
be introduced to an ever-
expanding world vision. The
incipient artist develops an
intimate expression by un
derstanding styles, ideology
and the sagacity of symbols
as well as metaphors. The
art history discourse is a po-
tent source for this kind of
awareness. Because image
interpretation endows the art-
ist’s vision, concepts should
be used as a creative spring-
board in the pedagogy.”

One of the most important
of Ms. Montoya's projects
with young artists exploring
historical symbols is the El
Sagrado Corazon/Sacred
Heart Series in 1994. Ms.
Montoya's stated goal was to

contemporary manifestation
of the heart as a cultural icon.

community painted murals
on her studio walls to serve
as backdrops for the Sagrado
Corazon portraits.

Another of her fascinating
projects is the “Codez Deli-
lah: A Journey from Mexi-
catl to Chicand’ which ap-
proaches the Spanish/Indian
encounter for a medtizge
perspective. As Ms.
Montoya states, “this project
attempts to correct that injus-
tice [the undermining of his-
torical contributions of Chi-
cana women] by rethinking

involve the community in a

Young aresol artists from the |

| shoul

the traditional interpretation
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counter. The narrative of
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tion the limits of gender
roles through the exploration
of human anatomy.

Montoya states, “as a Chi-
cana artist, my own personal
guest in image-making is the
discovery and articulation on
Chicano culture, and the
icons which €ucidate the
dense history of New Mex-
ico.” She further states, “as
a Chicana artist, my work —

interpreted as an aternative
to the mainstream — stands
as a personal statement that
evokes an identity.”

Given the impressive array
of exhibited pieces and m+
seum lectures, Ms.
Montoya's work has found
audiences around the world.
Currently, Ms. Montoya is
exploring a forma interest,
which is to incorporate com-

puter and graphic skills with
photo processes that together
form a photographic printing
technique. Shefeelsthat this
composite skill -- aresult of
experimentation with print-
making, computer technol-
ogy and photography -- will
alow for the interjection of
her conceptual expression
onto the photo image.

C

Dffice for Drug & Social Policy Research

Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), and
the Substance Abuse and
Menta Headlth Services

Barely two years ago Dr.
Avelardo Valdez came to the
University of Houston. He
left the University of Texas
at San Antonio after twenty-
one years a that indtitution
to establish the Office for
Drug and Social Policy Re-
search within the Graduate
School of Social Work at the
University of Houston's cen

tral campus.

By training Dr. Vadez isa
sociologist, having both a
Ph.D. and a M.A. in Sociol-
ogy from the University of
Cdifornia at Los Angeles.
He was aso awarded a M.A.
in Urban Affairs from the
University of Wiscorsin -
Milwaukee, the ingtitution
that granted his B.A.  Hisis
the additional distinction of
having been a Fulbright
Scholar in 1987-88 at the
Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de Meéxico,
México D.F.

Dr. Valdez is one of a
number of top Hispanic e
search scientists in the U.S.
who specidize in the study
of Hispanic drug use and its
consequences. He is the re-
cipient of federal research
grants from the Nationa In-
stitutes of Heath (NIH),

Administration (SAMHSA).
As a valuable member of the
National Hispanic Science
Network, Dr. Vadez was
awarded athree-year grant in
2000 through the National
Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA) to coordinate an av
nual training ingtitute for
graduate students from all
over the U.S. who are com
mitted to studying the drug
abuse problem among His
panics.  This training is
taught by many of the out-
standing research scientists
who are experts in their
field, most of whom are also
members of the National
Hispanic Science Network.
This past summer saw the
second  year's NHSA
NHSN training institute at
the University of Houston's
campus successfully com+
pleted by eighteen graduate
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and post-doctoral fellows
from multiple disciplines.

In addition, Dr. Valdez is
currently the principal investi-
gator for two other federally-
funded grants. “Proyecto
Safe: San Antonio Family B
hancement” is the most re-
cently funded through SAM-
HSA. Its goals are the crea
tion of a substance abuse
treatment network focused on
providing family-based ther-
apy to high-risk adolescents in
low-income barrios in San
Antonio. It is anticipated that
this 5-year project will in
crease the knowledge of ef-
fective treatment approaches
and strategies for this popula-
tion of hard to reach Mexican
American adolescent sub-
stance users. This project ex-
pands upon a successful
SAMHSA-funded project
completed by Dr. Vadez i-
tled, “Drug Treatment for
Gang Affiliated Hispanic
Adolescents.”

Dr. Valdez other research
interests include socia strati-
fication, violence, adolescent
gangs, and sex workers in
South Texas and the U.S/
Mexico border. A review of
his most recent publications
shows how these research i+
terests have produced numer-
ous publications in leading,
peer-reviewed journas in the
field. These include such
journals as the American
Journal of Drug and Alcohol

Abuse, Journal of Drug Is
sues, Substance Abuse and
Misuse, Drugs and Society,
Contemporary Drug Prob-
lems, Journal of Psychoactive
Drugs, Journal of Research in
Crime and Delinquency, In-
ternational Journal of Of-
fender Therapy, and the Jour-
nal of Border Health. Titles
of severad articles are as fol-
lows. “Getting High and Get-
ting By: Dimensions of Drug
Selling and Deadling Among
Mexican American Male
Gang Members in South
Texas’ (with S.J. Sifaneck) in
the Journal of Research in
Crime and Delingquency, “ Sex
Work, High-Risk Sexual Be-
havior and Injecting Drug Use
on the U.S.-Mexico Border:
Nuevo Laredo, Tamauli-
pas’ (with A. Cepeda) in the
Journal of Ethnicity and
Criminal Justice; “High Risk
Mexican American Gang As-
sociated Females: Sexual Re-
lations, Partying, Substance
Use and Crime’ in the Jour-
nal of Adolescent Research.

An intriguing aspect of Dr.
Vadez research is his inter-
est in conjunto music. In May
of 2001 his book (co-authored
with Juan Tejada), entitled
“Puro Conjunto: Seventeen
Years of Collected Writings
from the Teano Conjunto
Festival”, was published by
the University of Texas
Austin Press. It isregarded as
a ground-breaking collection

of source material in the field.
Dr. Vadez sees the role of
the Office for Drug and Social
Policy Research at the Uni-
vergity of Houston as a cata
lyst for generating federaly
funded grants that will en
hance drug research from a
multi-disciplinary perspective.
Building this type of research
infrastructure is essentia for
the University of Houston to
evolveto a Tier One status.

Edited by Juan Tejeda &
Avelardo Valdez

For more information on Drug
& Social Policy Research, con-
tact Dr. Valdez at 713-743-8539.
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The SA.B.E. (Students As-
piring to a Better Education)
program continues to provide
East End high school students
with information, skills, and

encouragement  through its
meetings, tutoring, mentoring,
and the annual Leadership Re-
treat. The S.A.B.E. program
was established as the out-
reach program of the Center
for Mexican American Studies
with the purpose of encour-
agement for high school stu-
dents to complete their high
school education and proceed
onward to study at the college
level.

Looking at the success for
the last academic year of
2002-03, four SABE students
graduated from high school.
Two of them — Arturo
Gutierrez and Dennis Perez —
graduated as Texas Scholars
from Eastwood Academy and

Stephen F. Austin  Senior
High, respectively. Dennis
Perez graduated with the high
est academic honors of the
SABE graduates — in the top
5% of his class. Three of the
four graduates are currently
enrolled a the UH-Central
campus and one is enrolled at
Houston Community College
with plans to transfer to the
UH. Those ex-SABE students
now at the UH have the added
benefit of automatic accep-
tance into the Urban Experi-
ence program with its strong
structure of both academic and
leadership sessions, as well as
financial assistance. Looking
at the academic success of S.
A.B.E. students for the current
class of seniors, aready three
of them — Jessica Arredondo,
Vanessa Perez, and Leonel
Rios — have been each
awarded a $10,000 Linda
Lorell Scholarship, a laptop
computer and a gold class
ring.

During each summer, the
S.A.B.E. students for the up-
coming academic year begin
preparations with a Leadership
Retreat in June. This year's
retreat was Situated in San An-
tonio. Workshops with titles
such as, “Education Now,
Marriage Later”, “The Pur-
pose of Meetings’, and “What
is MALDEF?" focused atten
tion on issues from a dua per-
spective of both community-
involvement and the primacy

iring to a Better Education
CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

of attaining of a college edu
cation. Cultura tours to the
Missions and the San Antonio
Barrio Murals plus such rec-
reational visits to the River
Wak and Six Flags Fiesta,
Texas completed the trip.

One of the most important
aspects of the Leadership Re-
treat each year is the genesis
and planning of community
service projects. Two of the
projects born during this
year’'s Retreat are described
below. The stated goal behind
al the SA.B.E. community
service projects is that the
chosen project must make a
positive difference in its
neighborhood. After hearing
a negative remark about the
offensive graffiti on the bath-
room walls in one of the girl’s
bathrooms at Stephen F. Aus-
tin High School, one of the
SA.B.E. groups, the Mixte-
cas, and its mentor, Ruben
Morales, decided that their
project would be the repaint-
ing of this bathroom. This de-
cison required the composi-
tion of a proposal for presenta-
tion to the school’s principal,
Ms. Linda Llorente. She was
so impressed with the pro-
posal that she wrote a letter of
request to area businesses ask-
ing for supplies and donations.
Businesses, such as Sherwin
Williams, responded with -
nations so quickly that the stu-
dents (Pablo Flores, Luis
Orozco, Vanessa  Perez,
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Leonel Rios, Stephanie Tello,
and Maricela Villanueva))
were able to begin painting
amost immediately. By
working for over a month the
students were able to repaint
the bathroom. Some mem-
bers of the team completed
over 100 hours of community
service on this project aone.
The benefits are not only tan
gible — a freshly painted,
clean bathroom — but also in-
tangible — the pride of accom-
plishment, self-respect, crea
tivity, and a positive experi-
ence with teamwork.  The
Mixtecas are justifiably proud
of their artwork — with each
wall or stall assigned to one
or two team members for the
design and its implementation
on the wall — but also of hav-
ing inspired other school pro-
jects reflecting pride.  Who
would not be inspired by
original artwork, such as the
school mascot holding a base-
ball bat (by Luis Orozco), the
underwater seascape (by
Stephanie Tello), or the com+
bination of abstract art and a
bubble gum theme (by
Maricela Villanueva and
Vanessa Perez)? Other areas
painted by Pablo Flores and
Leonel Rios with the school
mascot, the Mustang, and the
Lady Mustangs banner and
wording complete the project.
In fact, this SAA.B.E. group
has begun atrend. Since their
project completion, other

school groups such as the
Dance Team and Cheerlead-
ing Squad have also adopted
other sections of the school’s
physical plant.

The second community ser-
vice project to come out of
the summer Leadership Re-
treat was the decision by the
S.A.B.E. group, the Incas, to
adopt Cullinan Park at 5120
Polk Street. The group, com-
posed of students Jessica Ar-
redondo, Nestor Gonzaez,
Jeanette Martinez, Rosa
Ramos and Maria Guadalupe
Vega dong with mentor,
Vanessa Calderon, has been
meeting every second and
fourth Saturday to clean and
help beautify the park. One
of the group’s goals is to
build a new flowerbed at the
park’s entrance. By contact-
ing area businesses for dore-
tions, it is the group’s hope to
be able to create a lasting
flowerbed to add to the visual
appeal of the park.

The S.A.B.E program also
accomplishes many other im
portant activities during its
summer session. In the sum-
mer of 2003, the summer ses-
sion consisted of workshops
in Essay Writing, SAT Math
Preparation, and Academic
Preparation. There were also
presentations in motivational
topics by community leaders,
such as Ms. Elizabeth Nieto,
an HISD teacher, and Dr.
Carlos Moreno, Vice Presi-

dent of the Office of Commu-
nity and Educational Out-
reach a the University of
Texas Health Science Center
at Houston.

Be on the lookout for SA.
B.E. students during the No-
che Cultural Banquet this
year. Both they, and the Pro-
gram Coordinator, Ms. Maria
D. Gonzaez, are eager to
share the program’s success
stories. Next spring, the
S.A.B.E. program anticipates
that over 20 of its members
will  graduate from high
school and aready have col-
lege acceptance letters in their
hands. This is truly exciting
news in an era that bombards
listeners with constant news
about the high school dropout
rates for Mexican-American
students.

Vanessa Perez
S.A.B.E. Program
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SA.B.E. student, Vanessa
Perez, is a senior at Stephen
F. Austin High School. She
is in the fortunate position of
being recently awarded a
$10,000 Linda Lorell scholar-
ship, alaptop computer, and a
white-gold class ring. At the
moment, she is considering
whether to attend Rice Uni-
versity or the University of
Houston next year.

Vanessa found out about
the S.A.B.E. program through
two sources: a cousin who
had previousy been in the
Urban Experience Program
and other students at Austin
high school. She has been a

S.A.B.E. student three years
and credits it as “the biggest
reason | have excelled in high
school.”

The S.A.B.E. program com-
ponent that has been the most
helpful to Vanessa is the 1+
toring. She says, “I aways
am for a high A in a class,
but sometimes you need help.
The SA.B.E. mentorgtutors
give you problems to help
you get the grasp of how to
solve them. It’'s redly good
to be able to practice and to
look at old tests. You can
sharpen your thinking by
learning how to go through
the steps to solve problems.”

CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

When asked what she might
like to say to a high school
student trying to prepare for
college, Vanessa had this to
say, “The junior and senior
years are going to go by
redly fast. You need to take
every opportunity to get tutor-
ing, to do community service,
to apply for scholarships.
You need to find ways to de-
velop leadership skills, and
ways to show that you are re-
sponsible and hard working.
Working hard pays off. A lot
of high school students don’t
think it matters to do their
work well. 1t does matter and
it does pay off.”

Urban Experience Program

Ms. Rebecca Trevino, direc-
tor of the Urban Experience
program (UEP), reports an-

other year of outstanding e
sults achieved by the students
in the program. Originally
designed and implemented as
a joint project between the
Center for Mexican American
Studies and the President’s
Office to aid in the retention
of Hispanic students at the
University of Houston, a brief
review of the academic year
statistics show success on all
counts.

In the Spring of 2003, the
following students made the
Dean’s List: Sergio Alquicira,
Sandra Arredondo, Melissa
Cavazos, Claudia Escobar,
Glenda Flores, Vanessa Guer-
rero, Angeles Perez, and

AlmaVerdgjo.

Scholarships were awarded
to UEP students by the fol-
lowing organizations. Sem-
bradoresde Amistad, the Chil-
dress Foundation, the His
panic College Fund, the
Houwston Endowment Foun-
dation, Houston Livestock
Show & Rodeo Scholarship,
Institute of Hispanic Culture
Scholarship, Houston Foun-
dation Scholarship, The Sim
mons Foundation, Lucia La
Madrid Cain Scholarship, and
El Paso Energy/Jeff Davis
High School.

In keeping with the goal of
preparing today’s Hispanic
students to become successful
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employees upon graduation,
the UEP sponsored two of its
students to attend the Society
of Hispanic Professional En-
gineers Technical and Career
Conference in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Six business stu-
dents were also sponsored to
attend a Networking Lunch-
eon sponsored by the UH
Small Business Devel opment
Program entitled “Energizing
Your Business Through Bet-
ter Marketing Ideas’ at the
University of Houston Hilton
Hotel.

In the Spring semester 2003
UEP students were hosted by
Ms. Connie Krisak, the St
tion and Urban Design Man
ager of the Metro rail, during
a job site visit to the Metro-
politan Transit Authority’s
location in order to review the
designs for the new rail sys
tem. Internship and job pos-
sibilities were aso explored
during the visit.

Also in the Spring semester
of 2003, Mr. Rodolfo Santa
Cruz, an attorney with the
Small Business Devel opment
Center, gave a presentation
summarizing his college e-
periences. Mr. Santa Cruz
spoke to the students about
the qualities and characteris-
tics that would aid in becom:
Ing a success after graduation.

The Leadership Retreat for
thirty-five of the Urban Ex-
perience students in January
of 2003 provided a wealth of

information.  Mr. Lorenzo
Cano, the CMAS Associate
Director, began the retreat by
leading a discussion on Lead-
ership. State Legidator Irma
Rangd sponsored the wel-
coming reception where Ms.
Helena Spangler, Chief of
Staff, talked to the students
about internship opportuni-
ties, the Texas Grant pro-
gram, scholarships, as well as
the job of a legidator, and
succeeding in college. Other
presentations were as follows:
“Voices from the Mexican
American Past” by Dr.
Emilio Zamora (University of
Texas at Austin),
“Educational  Accountability
& Political Process’ by Dr.
Angela Valenzuela
(University of Texas at Aus
tin), “Civil Rights in 2003"
by Mr. James Harrington, Di-
rector, (Texas Civil Rights
Project), and “Immigrants
and the Labor Movement” by
Ms. Adriana Cadena (AFL-
ClO). The Retreat aso in
cluded a visit to the “Flor y
Canto” art exhibit at the
Mexic-Arte Museum.

One of the outgrowths of
the Leadership Retreat was
the requirement that each stu-
dent deliver a speech to a
school or community group
about their understanding of
the importance of education,
voting, or community in
volvement. All  speeches
were made before the end of

CENTER FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

the spring semester 2003 and
a few of the locations in
cluded Berry Elementary,
Edison Middle School, Lamar
High School and Jack Yates
High Schooal.

In May 2003, twelve Urban
Experience students gradu
ated from the University of
Houston. Congratulations are
due both to them and to the
Director of the Urban Experi-
ence Program, Ms. Rebecca
Trevino.

Francisca Escamilla
Urban Experience Program

Francisca Escamilla has a
high G.P.A. that would cause
envy in most students. She's
a senior in Computer Science
and has been in the Urban Ex-
perience Program (UEP) — the
program sponsored by the
Center for Mexican American
Studies and the President’s
Office to ad in the univer-
sity’s retention of Hispanic
students - since her freshman
year. Yet, she amost slipped
through the cracks of the U.S.
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educational system. Here's a
little of her story.

“I only found out about the
Urban Experience program
because of a high school cour+
selor. You see, | was ready to
join the Army because | didn’t
have the money to go to col-
lege. Also, | redly didn't u+
derstand the process of apply-
ing and going to college.
When the recruiter contacted
my counselor, she got redly
upset that 1 wasn't going to
college even though | was
third in my class academi-
caly. That's when she called
Dr. Mindiola and Mr. Cano to
try to find some financial help
for me.”

Ms. Escamilla then applied
to the UEP and was accepted.

Four years later, here are her
responses when asked which
component of the UEP has

helped her the most. “Wéll,
there are many things. The
money, of course. And the
support. They were very syp-
portive — even about the small
things, like doing my class
schedule. And if they could-
n't help me, they suggested
other places at the UH where |
could go to get help, like the
Scholars Community. They
aso pad for tutors and review
sessions, and that was very
helpful.”

Francisca continues to ex-
plan some of the ways in
which the UEP made it possi-
ble for her to be successful at
the UH. “The program helped
me to not be afraid of the uni-
versity. It taught me to be
more friendly and not be
scared of the huge 33,000 uni-
versity. Now | know things
that can help younger students

in the program. | can see
them come into the university
and not know things | didn’t
know, and | can help them.
I’'ve learned how to mentor
younger students. Now, even
in talking to high school or
community college students,
people tell me | sound like a
counselor — trying to tell them
things that will help.”

Francisca's plans after
graduation? “At first, | was
just trying to find employment
in my field. Now my thinking
has changed. I'm thinking of
getting a job with an employer
who would be willing to pay
my tuition to go back to
school after a couple years of
working.”

EH° E‘E°‘E°E°‘E°‘HN
For more information on the Urban
Experience Program, contact
Rebeca Trevino at 713-743-3140.

Latino Faculty Updates

2003

Dr. Gabriela Baeza Ventura
received an NEH Scholarship
for the summer of 2002. She
was also awarded the New
Faculty Research Grant for the
summer of 2003. Her book,
Latino Literature Today, will
be published in 2004 by Long-
man.

Dr. Ivan Bernal traveled to
Namibia and South Africa to
lecture on his research in A
gust of 2003. In Namibia he
was hosted by the Chemistry

Department and the
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Namibia at Wind-
hoek. There was an interna
tional meeting at Kruger Na-
tional Park in South Africa,
the topic of which was
"Patterns in Nature®. Profes
sor Bernal was one of the i
vited speakers where he lec-
tured on "Supramolecular
Chemistry of Infinite Strings,
Nets and 3-D Linkages of Co-
ordination Compounds. The

Conseguences of Such Inter-
actions for the Magnetic Be-
havior of Those Compounds"

Dr. Paul Guagardo was
awarded tenure. This promo-
tion took effect in the Fall of
2003. Dr. Gugjardo's book,
entitled Chicano Controversy:
Oscar Acosta and Richard
Rodriguez, was published
(Peter Lang, New York) in
2003.

Dr. Arturo Hernandez was
hired as an associate professor
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in the Psychology Depart-
ment.

Dr. Nicolds Kanellos, the
Brown Foundation Professor,
was elected an Honorary As-
sociate of the Hispanic Soci-
ety of America. He also re-
ceived the Barnes & Noble
Bookstop Literary Achieve-
ment Award. In September
2003, Oxford University Press
issued the paperback edition
of Herencia: The Anthology
of Hispanic Literature of the
United States. Oryx Press, a
division of Greenwood Press,
will issue his book Hispanic
Literature of the United
Sates: A Comprehensive Ref-
erence. Dr. Kanellos aso
wrote the comprehensive et
try on Latino literature and its
history for the Enclyclopedia
Britannica. His article “La
expression cultural de los i+
migrantes mexicanos en los
Estados Unidos, desde el Por-
firiato hasta la Depresion” on
the literature of Mexican e-
iles during the Mexican Revo-
lution was accepted and will
be issued by the Instituto Na-
ciona de Estudios de la
Revolucion Mexicana. From
October 7-11, 2003, Dr.
Kanellos will be a Visting
Distinguished Professor at the
University of Georgia. As Di-
rector of The Recovering the
U.S. Hispanic Literary Heri-
tage Program, Dr. Kanellos
recently signed a contract
with the world's largest data

base publisher to distribute to
libraries and schools the hun-
dreds of thousands of texts
and research, indexed and
digitized by the Recovery
Project. Dr. Kanellos was gp-
pointed in the fall of 2003 by
the President of the U.H. to
serve on the Search Commit-
tee for a Provodt.

Dr. Rafael Longoria was
elected the president of the
Association of Collegiate
Schools of Architecture of the
US. and Canada. In the
spring of 2003 Dr. Longoria
was inducted as the thirty-
third member of Mexico's
Academia Nacional de Archi-
tectura
Ruben Martinez was fea
tured in the national PBS
documentary “Matters of
Race” which aired September
23, 2003. His book, “The
New Americans’, a series of
essays on immigration, will
be published by The New
Press in Spring 2004. In the
summer of 2003, he began re-
search on a new book about
the Southwest desert and also
began writing a screenplay
about the U.S.-Mexico border
with Academy Award-
nominated writer/director
Colin Campbell. Last sum
mer also saw the finishing of
recording sessions for his first
musical album dated for e
lease in 2004.

Dr. Tatcho Mindiola was
recognized by Royce Builders

and their Foundation for
Youth at their Fourth Annual
Scholarship Luncheon for his
“QOutstanding Contributions to
the Education of Hispanic
Americans’ on May 23, 2003
Dr. Guadalupe Quintanilla
reports that the Houston Met-
ropolitan Research Center of
the Houston Public Library is
organizing permanent ar-
chives on her life Dr.
Quintanilla co-authored,
aong with Dr. Martha J
Haun, a new edition of the
book *“Estrategias Efectivas
para Hablar en Publico”, pub-
lished by Mc-Graw-Hill, Inc.
Dr. Romilia Ramirez was
hired as an Assistant Profes
sor in Educational Psychol-
ogy.
Dr. Nestor P. Rodriguez was
named the chairman of the
Sociology Department.
Dr. Guadalupe San Miguel's
book “Teano Proud: Tex
Mex Music in the Twentieth
Century” was one of the final-
ists for the 2003 Association
for Recorded Sound Collec-
tions (ARSC) Award for Ex-
cellence in Historical Re-
corded South Research. In
July 2003 this book was
awvarded a “Certificate of
Commendation” award by the
American Association  for
State and Local History
(AASLH).

This annual AASLH Award
is the most prestigious recog
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nition for achievement in the
preservation and interpreta-
tion of loca, state, and re-
giona history.

Dr. Maria Elena Solifio
was awarded tenure. In addi-
tion, she published a book
entitted “Women and Chil-
dren First: Spanish Women
Writers and the Fairy Tae
Tradition” (Potomac: Scripta

Humanistica).

Ms. Rebecca Trevifio was
given a Certificate of Special
Congressional  Recognition
by the Honorable Sheila
Jackson Lee at the Thirteenth
Annual  Willie Velasquez
Hispanic Excellence Award
Gala on July 24, 2003. Ms.
Trevifio was also awarded the
Hispanic Excellence Award

for Her Outstanding Contri-
butions to Our Community
by Telemundo 47 and the Te-
jano Center for Community
Concerns, Inc. Ms. Trevifio
was selected to be inter-
viewed as a “Perfil de la S
mana’ in honor of her work
in the community relating to
education.
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