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Exhilarating musical arias throughout the evening performed by
award winning Moores School of Music Students

and Houston Grand Opera Studio
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The University of Houston’s Moores School of Music is one of the premier music schools in America. 
Its remarkable faculty of internationally recognized performers, composers, scholars, outstanding 
student body, state-of-the-art facility and comprehensive programs make the Moores School of  
Music a natural choice for nearly 550 students annually. The commitment to academic excellence 
and the highest performance standards has ensured its role as a vital resource in the educational and 
cultural life of Houston and the State of Texas.

“Carlisle Floyd,
the man and
his music are
truly our
treasure” ––
Frederica von Stade

“What has
always enticed
me about Carlisle
Floyd’s music
is how it captures
the essence of
American life” ––
Placido Domingo
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About
With a commitment 
that rivals Smetana’s 
in Bohemia or 
Britten’s in Britain, 
[Floyd] has striven to 
create a national 
repertory …  
He has learned the 
international 
language of 
successful opera in 
order to speak it in 
his own accents and 
to enrich it with the 
musical and 
vernacular idioms of 
his own country.” — 
Andrew Porter, 
The New Yorker

Carlisle Floyd
is one of the foremost composers and librettists of 
opera in the world today. His operas are regularly 
performed in this country and in Europe; Susannah 
(1955) and Of Mice and Men (1970) have both 
entered the standard repertoire. Houston Grand Opera 
has premiered four of his works, including Cold Sassy 
Tree (2000), The Passion of Jonathan Wade (revised 
version, 1991), Willie Stark (1981) and Bilby’s Doll 
(1976).

Born in Latta, South Carolina in 1926, Floyd earned 
B.M. and M.M. degrees in piano and composition from 
Syracuse University. He began his teaching career in 
1947 at Florida State University. He remained  at FSU 
until 1976, when he accepted the prestigious M. D. 
Anderson Professorship at the University of Houston. 
In addition, he is co-founder with David Gockley of the 
Houston Opera Studio, jointly created by the University 
of Houston and Houston Grand Opera.

Floyd has received honorary doctorates from 
numerous colleges and universities and has been the 
recipient of the nation’s highest honors and awards: 

a Guggenheim Fellowship; Citation of Merit from the 
National Association of American Conductors and 
Composers; and the National Opera Institute’s Award 
for Service to American Opera. He served on the Music 
Panel of the National Endowment for the Arts from 
1974-80 and was its first chairman of the Opera/ 
Musical Theater Panel.  Floyd was inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2001 and 
in 2004 was awarded the National Medal of Arts in a 
ceremony at the White House. In 2008, Floyd was the 
only composer to be included in the inaugural National 
Endowment for the Arts Opera Honors. 

Floyd has been a longstanding artistic advisor to the 
Houston Opera Studio. In 2012,  the HGO celebrated 
the contributions from Floyd and Gockley by naming 
its two main rehearsal halls in their honor. 

Floyd’s next opera will be premiered at the Houston 
Grand Opera in 2016. Cold Sassy Tree will be 
performed at the Moores School of Music Opera House 
on April 4-7, 2014.


