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Houston, Texas – September 10, 2014 – The Moores School of Music proudly presents the AURA Contemporary Ensemble in a concert titled Synthesis directed by Rob Smith with Assistant Director Michelle Perrin Blair with UH Faculty Emeritus/composer Michael Horvit, faculty member Dan Gelok (alto saxophone) and guest composer Philip Elder (on Monday, September 29 at 7:30 pm in Moores Opera House at the University of Houston (UH Main Campus, Entrance #16 off Cullen Blvd). Tickets are $12/$7 for students and seniors and are available online at www.music.uh.edu or at the door.
FACT SHEET

WHO:

AURA Contemporary Ensemble

Rob Smith, director / Michelle Perrin Blair, assistant director with special guests:


Michael Horvit, composer (UH Faculty Emeritus) / Dan Gelok, alto saxophone / Phillip Elder, guest composer
WHAT:
Synthesis
PROGRAM: 
Michael Horvit: Chamber Concerto for Eng. Horn & String Quartet 


(Premiere of Alto Saxophone Version) Dan Gelok, alto saxophone with string quartet



Peter Sculthorpe: From Nourlangie (string quartet)


Peter Sculthorpe: Little Serenade 


Brooke Joyce: Six Degrees of Separation (flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano & percussion)


Hannah Lash:  Folksongs (piccolo, percussion, harp)


Phillip Elder: L'Evidence eternelle (violin, viola, piano)














WHEN: 
Monday, September 29, 7:30 pm
WHERE: 
Moores Opera House, University of Houston Main Campus, I-45 at Cullen Blvd., Entrance #16
DETAILS:
$12/$7 – adults/students, seniors


CONTACT:
Moores School Ticket Office 713-743-3313 or online at www.music.uh.edu
BIOGRAPHY
Rob Smith, Director, AURA Contemporary Ensemble - D.M.A., University of Texas at Austin; composition awards include those from ASCAP, the National Band Association, and the Society of Composers, among others; Fulbright Grant recipient to Sydney, Australia where he studied with Peter Sculthorpe; commissions include works for the American Composers Forum’s Continental Harmony Project and the NY Youth Symphony Chamber Music Program; works frequently performed throughout the U.S. and abroad; formerly on the faculty of Wollongong University, Australia; published by Carl Fischer, Southern Music Co., C. Alan Publications, and Skitter Music Publications.
Michael Horvit received his bachelor of music and master of music degrees from Yale University and his doctorate of musical arts from Boston University. At those schools, at Tanglewood, and privately he benefited from composition studies with Aaron Copland, Lukas Foss, Walter Piston, Quincy Porter, and Gardner Read. His compositions embrace a variety of media, including symphony orchestra, chamber ensembles, solo voice, chorus, and electronically synthesized sounds—both singularly and in combination with traditional instruments.

Horvit is a professor of composition and theory at the University of Houston, Moores School of Music. He also served for a quarter of a century as the music director at Houston’s Temple Emanu El. Among his significant works are his Even When God Is Silent and A Child’s Journey, based on poems by the Israeli poet Yaakov Barzilai (recorded by the Master Chorale of Washington); Invocation and Exultation, for string orchestra, which has been performed throughout Europe and in Japan; Land of Dreams, a cantata celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel; The Mystic Flame, a choral symphony; a concerto for brass quintet and orchestra, commissioned by the Chicago Chamber Brass; Antiphon II, for clarinet and electronic tape; and The Gardens of Hieronymus B., premiered by the Houston Symphony, which Horvit has called a “free [musical] interpretation” of the painting by the 15th-century Dutch painter Hieronymus Bosch—and whose title is taken from Bosch’s triptych, The Garden of Earthly Delights.

Horvit has been the recipient of awards from BMI, ASCAP, the Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Fridge Trust. He is also coauthor of three music theory textbooks.

In 1987 Temple Emanu El in Houston commissioned him to compose a setting of the Reform liturgy for the Yom Kippur afternoon service, which he titled Atonement Afternoon Service. The work was premiered at Temple Emanu El during its Yom Kippur services that same year, with Cantor Sharon Kohn and the congregation’s professional choir under the composer’s direction. During his long tenure at this temple he composed and arranged many other liturgical settings—a number of which have entered the American Reform repertoire.
Phillip Elder is a 2012 graduate of the University of Houston Moores School of Music with degrees in music education and composition. While there, he studied composition with Dr. Rob Smith and percussion with Dr. Blake Wilkins. He is the winner of the 2011 Sarofim Composer's Award - undergraduate division, and a finalist in the 2012 ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer Awards. Recent and current projects include a commission by the AURA Contemporary Ensemble (InTransit (2011) for two percussionists), a song cycle for the Houston Grand Opera’s HGOco (The Girl (2013) and When I, My Person, was Two and into Jazz (2013)), and a commission by DiverseWorks (Google:Crystalline (2013)). As a percussionist, he performed with many of the top ensembles at the Moores School of Music, including a showcase concert in 2010 with the Moores School Percussion Ensemble at the Percussive Arts Society International Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana featuring five world premier percussion ensembles. Additional performance experience includes performances with the 2009 Santa Clara Vanguard, the Moores School Symphony Orchestra, Moores School Wind Ensemble, and the AURA Contemporary Ensemble. He currently lives in Houston.
Saxophonist and educator Dan Gelok received his Bachelor's of Music Education degree from Indiana University and his Masters in saxophone performance from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. He currently holds the title of Affiliate Artist in Saxophone at the University of Houston. His teachers include Otis Murphy, Lynn Klock, and David Baker.

Gelok has been featured in solo, duet, and quartet performances at the New England Saxophone Symposium, the North American Saxophone Alliance regional and national conferences, and Cape Cod's Falmouth Academy. He has given recitals in New Jersey, Massachusetts, Indiana, Texas, and Singapore, including being an invited soloist at Singapore's Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Commuter Concert Series.

As a performer of new music, he has worked closely with composers such as Zach Browning, Kawai Shiu and Zechariah Goh, recording and commissioning new works. In addition, he is a member of Echo Rogue Quartet, a group dedicated to the performance and proliferation of avant-garde chamber music for the saxophone.

As an educator, Gelok also maintains a private studio of students ranging in experience from beginner to the collegiate level. He founded and continues to serve as Director of the Houston Underground Saxophone Quartet Competition, an independent chamber music contest for high school students.

Timothy Jones is one of the leading bass-baritones of his generation. Associate Professor of Voice at the Moores School of Music at the University of Houston, he is a champion of opera, the concert stage, chamber music, solo recitals, and premières of modern compositions. Recent appearances include programs with the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, the Saginaw Bay Orchestra, the Cheyenne Symphony, the Cactus Pear Music Festival, the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble, and in Gounod’s Romeo & Juliette with the San Antonio Lyric Opera. On the operatic stage, he has appeared in productions with the Michigan Opera Theater, the Lake George Opera Festival, Opera Idaho, Opera Pacific, Opera Birmingham, the Shreveport Opera, Opera Southwest, the Pensacola Opera and the San Antonio Lyric Opera. Jones has also appeared with the symphony orchestras of Cleveland, Houston, Dallas, Detroit, Charlotte, Portland, Shreveport, Colorado Springs, Jacksonville, Laredo, San Antonio, and Lansing. He made his New York debut as a recitalist with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center in February 2000. Widely acclaimed for his intelligent musicianship and engaging personality, Jones was recently hailed by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for a voice that is “flowing, flexible, but always with a gorgeous timbre.“
The University of Houston’s Rebecca and John J. Moores School of Music is one of the premier comprehensive music schools  in the nation. Its remarkable faculty of internationally recognized performers, composers, and scholars; outstanding student body; modern facility; and broad range of programs make the Moores School of Music a natural choice for 600 students annually. The school’s commitment to academic excellence and the highest performance standards has ensured its role as a vital resource in the educational and cultural life of Houston and beyond.
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