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Marta Chilindrón, Proposal for Houston Mobius, 2019 
 

 
 
Proposed Site: Wilhelmina’s Grove, University of Houston 
 
Expected Installation run: March to August, 2019   
 
Artist’s Statement by Marta Chilindrón 
In my work I investigate perception, how it differs from reality and how we process change.  I 
make objects that are simple networks with no definite shape; they exist between the second 
and third dimension, in a place between painting and sculpture - with infinite possible 
configurations.  In each piece, every element is connected to others, each playing a simple role 
to achieve together a more complex result.   The work constructs itself out of a few hinged, 
folded, flat panels into a real object in real space, and with a few folds, it collapses back into the 
plane again. 

  
I use movement because it implies instability and illustrates the continuous change in our 
realities.  These works contain a potential for an action and a reverse action, as if turning back 
time. In the Mobius series I explore the idea of the infinite, while trying to reconcile the curve 
with the straight line. These works are comprised of colorful transparent trapezoids that fold, 
overlapping each other creating new colors. The transparent work is also reflective allowing for 
the integration of the surroundings onto the sculpture and connecting it to the environment.  
  
The participation of the viewer is important to the Mobius series because it brings the person 
into the sculpture. The public serves as both a viewer and a performer. This dual involvement is 
also an important element of my work. 
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Antecedent 
Marta Chilindrón, Mobius, 2013. Acrylic and hinges, 36 x 80 x 80 in 
 

   
 
Concept 
Houston Mobius transfers these concerns into an experimental, large-format realm, while 
simultaneously making significant advances in materials and techniques. Although the work is 
secured to a base for safety, it can nonetheless be reconfigured for other presentations, much 
like its smaller antecedents. Moreover, the sheer size of the Houston Mobius and its siting on 
the beautiful park-like setting of UH’s Wilhelmina’s Grove amplifies and experiential quality 
inherent to the series. “I like to see all the sides of the work without walking around,” 
Chilindrón has said. “You can stay still and walk with your mind around the works.”  
 
Public Programing Component  
Working with artist Marta Chilindrón, PAUHS proposes to organize at least one public event 
revolving around Houston Mobius. Event 1 would be an informal talk by the artist in which she 
discusses the evolution of her Mobius series and how the Houston Mobius came to be. 
Participants would have the opportunity to interact and handle maquettes of several works 
from the series, including the Houston Mobius. Event 2 would be a student workshop focusing 
on the relationship between the plane and space, transparency and reflection and how these 
ideas can be developed using plastics as a vehicular medium.  
 
System-wide reach 
Marta Chilindrón and PAUHS have agreed to travel the Houston Mobius to at least another 
campus in the University of Houston System, contingent upon the sculpture’s structural and 
aesthetic integrity. This strategy will allow PAUHS to extend the reach of its Temporary Public 
Art Program beyond the central campus and fulfill the strategic mandate of heightened cross-
system collaboration.  
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Initial prototype: 

 

  
Proposed work: 
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Marta Chilindrón
University of Houston Mobius

PROJECT BUDGET
January 16, 2019

DESCRIPTION VENDOR CONTROL ESTIMATE

Artist Fee

Preliminary Design and Engineering

Design and Documentation 

Project Management 

Structural Engineering

Acrylic Materials

Acrylic Fabrication and Dryfit Assembly

Stl. Steel "Hinge" Materials and Fabrication

Stl. Steel "Hinge" Finishing

Baseplate and Foundation

Installation

Prototypes

$225,000

$200,000

PROJECT BUDGET, Not To Exceed

Contingency $25,000

FABRICATION COST

TBD

Regal Plastics

Marta Chilindron

Marta Chilindron / Eckersley O'Callaghan

Metalab

Regal Plastics

Metalab

$9,000

$3,000

TBD

Regal Plastics

$20,000TBD

TBD $5,000

TBD $10,000

$50,000

$13,000

$26,000

$4,000

$25,000

$15,000

$20,000
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