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1. Project Number  

2. Project Name Multimodal Parking Garage Scope and Site- Approval 

3. Committee Date August 12, 2011 

4. Requesting Department Parking & Transportation 

5. Contact Name & Phone Number Bob Browand, x2-5720 

6. Presenter: Bob Browand 

7. Description of Request 

 

Project Overview 

 

The 2006 Campus Framework Plan and the 2010 Campus Transportation and Parking Plan 

both include a major parking structure at the corner of Wheeler and Calhoun to serve 

Wheeler Precinct parking needs and as an anchor for the Southeast entry into campus.  

This project follows those plans and will replace parking space previously lost with the 

construction of the Health Biomedical Sciences Building and Cougar Village I and that 

will be lost with the construction of METRO’s light rail lines and Cougar Village II.   

 

The project will provide a minimum of 1500 parking spaces and approximately 500,000 

GSF.  Subject to the findings of a traffic/mobility study, the parking capacity may be 

increased up to an additional 500 spaces for a total of 2000 parking spaces and 

approximately 670,000 GSF.  

  

In addition the project will accommodate and link multiple modes of transportation 

including UH Shuttle Buses and access to a METRO Light Rail Station. 

 

Background Information: 

The University of Houston’s goal is to implement a transportation plan that links multiple 

transportation modes to achieve a seamless integration of commuter vehicles, bicycles, UH 

shuttles, and METRO light rail with the campus and surrounding community. This 

coordination will significantly increase ridership for METRO, improve access to and from 

the University, reduce the number of parking garages, and enable the University to handle 

a larger portion of its projected increase in campus enrollment and activity without a 

corresponding increase in vehicle trips.  With additional mobility choices, the UH 

Transportation Plan will produce economic, environmental and "quality of place" benefits 

for the region.  

 

 



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

To accomplish this goal, UH proposes developing transportation centers linking all of the 

various transport options at locations adjacent to the three METRO light rail stations 

proposed for construction along the campus perimeter. The Campus loop circulation road 

will provide the pathway for the campus shuttle bus and cross campus trips. 

 

Scope and Features: 

This project is the first of those “multi-modal centers.”  The center will include a garage 

serving students, faculty/staff, and visitors; a campus information center, campus shuttle 

stops, bike racks and/or storage, and staging for Connect by Hertz vehicles. 

 

Site improvements will include an access road connecting Calhoun with UH Entrance 4, an 

elevated pedestrian walkway from Garage to Moody Tower entrance, and grade-separated 

access to the METRO Light Rail Station.  

 

The southeast corner of the project at Calhoun and Wheeler will include special design 

features in recognition of the importance, visibility and marketing possibilities of this 

prime corner of campus.  The security design of the garage will include extensive security 

cameras and emergency phones all tied to and monitored by University Police.  It will also 

feature upgraded lighting levels, glass stair towers and glass rear elevator cab walls as well 

as well lit pedestrian circulation leading form all entrances and exits. 

 

The exterior of the building will utilize the materials utilized elsewhere on campus and that 

are part of the University’s standardized material and design palette.  

 

 

 8. Source of Funding: Parking Revenues 

 

 9. Proposed Start Date: Upon approval 

 

 

 

__________________________  

Spencer Moore 

Executive Director 

Facilities Planning & Construction 

 

Date:  ______________________ 

 

 

Attachment 

 

 

Voting Results: 

____  Motion Failed 

____  Motion Passed 

____  Motion Passed with the Following Modifications: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

____  Motion Deferred to a Future Meeting Pending Receipt of Additional Information: 

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________ 

Melissa Rockwell 

Executive Director 

Facilities Management 

 

Date:  ______________________ 



 

 

PROPOSED MULT- MODAL TRANSIT 
CENTER GARAGE LAYOUT 


