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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
Campus Facilities Planning Committee 

Agenda Item Description Form 
 

1. Item: HBSC Donor Signage 

2. Committee Date: December 9, 2011 

3. Requesting Department: Development 

4. Contact Names & Phone Numbers: Lisa Holdeman, x3-8408 

5. Presenter: Lisa Holdeman 

6. Recommendation/Action Requested  Approval 

7. Summary  

Approval is requested for the installation of identifying and donor signage at the Health & 
Biomedical Science Center. 
 
The University of Houston is in discussions with a major donor for the naming of the 
Health & Biomedical Science Center, currently in construction and scheduled for 
completion in late 2012. 
 
Signage at pedestrian level will consist of applied metal letters conforming to the current 
campus signage design guidelines. Since the building is seven stories tall, however, and 
can be seen several blocks beyond the campus perimeter, large scale lettering is proposed 
to allow the building to be identified by drivers to the south and along Spur 5.  
 
Three options are proposed for the committee’s consideration.  All options feature the 
University of Houston logotype, the donor’s name and the words “Vision Institute.”  The 
potential donor’s name is the same length as the text substituted in this agenda item.  
Proposed letter construction is 6” to 8” deep steel or aluminum letters with a black Imron 
paint finish.   
 
The first option is signage on the north face and displays the text in 3 lines.  The logotype 
is approximately 60’ long x 4’ tall and the remaining text is approximately 32” tall.  Please 
note that the north side precast panels on which the signs would be mounted are faceted 
with the result that the letters will not sit flush against the building. 
 
Options 2 and 3 are signage on the south face of the building.  The second option shows 
the signage on the western end of the building, where it will be more visible from Calhoun 
and Wheeler.  The text is in 2 lines and the logotype here is approximately 74’ long and 4’ 
high with wider spacing between the letters.  Secondary text is approximately 30” tall.  The 
third option has the signage in 2 lines located on the east side of the building and visible to 
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Wheeler and Spur 5.  In this option the logotype length is 60” long by 4’ tall with 
secondary text approximately 30” tall. 
 
Campus Design Guidelines do not permit self-illuminated signage except in perimeter 
locations and with approval of the CFPC.  Development requests the committee’s 
consideration of backlit neon letters for the large scale lettering. 
 

8. Proposed Start Date: Upon approval 

9. Supporting Documentation Description: Elevations and 
renderings, attached 
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