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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Campus Facilities Planning Committee
Agenda Item Description Form

. Item: Approval of historical marker for KUHT-TV Channel 8.

. Requesting Department: KUHT-TV

. Contact Names & Phone Numbers: Nancy V. Clark (3.8873) or Jim Fisher (3.8453)
. Presenter: James E. Fisher, Senior Producer for KUHT — Channel 8

. Recommendation/Action Requested: Approval is requested to place an historical

marker at KUHT TV in conjunction with the 60-year anniversary of the television

station’s first broadcast.
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Summary:

The marker dimensions are 27” x 42” and the marker will be on a post. The marker and
post stand approx. 7’ tall. The post is set in concrete, extending into the ground about 3’.
It is the kind one typically sees along the highway — black background on an aluminum
looking (actually an alloy) marker head and post. This is an official State of Texas,
approved and distributed Texas Historical Commission (THC), historical marker. The
process takes about a year from the time the application goes to the county historical
commission, up to the time the marker is made by the foundry, and then delivered to the
recipient. If the designation is granted by the THC, the TV station plans is to dedicate the
marker for our 60" Anniversary in May 2013.

. Proposed Start Date: May 2013
. Supporting Documentation Description: Site and picture of historical

marker.



EDWARD KING TUNG CHEN (ERsk¥)
(NOVEMBER 30, 1909 - OCTOBER 16, 1957)

BORN IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA AS CHEN YUK CHOW,
EDWARD K.T. CHEN, THE SON OF CHIN YUEN YEE AND CHIN LUK OI,
HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF AMERICANS,
PARTICULARLY THOSE OF CHINESE DESCENT. IN 1928, HE ATTENDED
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN NEW YORK CITY. WHILE THERE, HE WORKED
AS A TYPESETTER AND REPORTER FOR THE CHINESE NATIONALIST
DAILY, A CHINESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER.

IN NOVEMBER 1932, CHEN CAME TO GALVESTON AS SECRETARY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA'S FIRST VICE CONSULATE FOR THE
SOUTHERN U.S. THE OFFICE. MOVED TO HOUSTON THE NEXT YEAR,
AND HE SIMULTANEOUSLY ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON,
WHERE HE EARNED BACHELOR’S AND MASTER'S DEGREES AND
BECAME THE FIRST CHINESE-AMERICAN PROFESSOR IN THE CITY. IN
éa?lAD,R(E:nEN MARRIED JANIE NG (d. 1965); THE COUPLE HAD TWO

WHILE IN HOUSTON, CHEN HELPED TO INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF
CHINESE AND CHINESE AMERICANS. IN 1937, HIS LOBBYING EFFORTS
HELPED TO DEFEAT A BILL THAT WOULD HAVE PREVENTED CHINESE
FROM OWNING LAND IN TEXAS. IN 1940, HE HELPED ORGANIZE THE
FORERUNNER OF THE FIRST CHINESE CHURCH IN HOUSTON. DURING
WORLD WAR II, HE WAS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA,
WHICH PROMOTED CHEN TO DEPUTY CONSUL IN 1948. DURING THE
KOREAN WAR, HE WORKED TO CONVINCE THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT THAT MOST CHINESE AMERICANS WERE LOYAL TO THE
U.S., TRANSLATED CHINESE INTELLIGENCE AND TAUGHT CANTONESE
TO FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AGENTS. IN 1954, CHEN
WAS THE FOUNDING PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSTON LODGE OF THE
CHINESE AMERICAN CITIZENS ALLIANCE, FIGHTING PREJUDICE

WHOSE WO
LI E AMERICANS AND OTHERS IN
HOUSTON AND YHROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.

(2009)
MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS.




Site Location

Historical Marker for KUHT-TV Channel 8
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