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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 

Campus Facilities Planning Committee 

Request for Project Approval Form 

 

1. Project Number  

2. Project Name Campus Community Garden 

3. Committee Date April 9, 2010 

4. Requesting Department University Services  

5. Contact Name & Phone Number Maria Honey – 832-842-9040 

Leah Wolfthal – 832-842-9051 

6. Presenter: Maria Honey, University Services 

Daniel Hernandez, Plant 

Operations 

Leah Wolfthal, University 

Services 

7. Description  

After presenting at the February 12 meeting, we are returning with additional 

information to answer two concerns expressed by the committee. 

 

Project Overview 

 

The proposed Campus Community Garden, located within previously-

approved space, will consist of fifteen beds and accompanying irrigation lines.  

Each bed is 5 ft wide; adult gardeners can reach about two and a half feet, so 

the beds can be five feet across to accommodate two rows of plants.  This 5 ft 

measurement does not include the size of the bed wall blocks, because 

gardeners will kneel or sit on those blocks.   

 

Planting will be started with an area maintainable by current stakeholders.  

Current stakeholders include the local gardening organization Urban Harvest, a 
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University of Houston partner, and the University of Houston’s Horticulture 

Society, advised by Biology and Biochemistry Professor Donna Pattison.  The 

garden will serve as a learning laboratory for classes such as Plant Physiology 

(BIOL3345). 

 

The area that has been selected for the garden is located on the southwest 

corner of campus at Wheeler and Cullen, also known as Cougar Woods. The 

garden will be maintained by student employees and volunteers with oversight 

from staff from the Community Learning Agricultural Sustainability Program. 

The garden will be watered by an irrigation system implemented by Plant 

Operations. 

 

 

 
 Location for new Garden 

 

 

 

 

Concern #1 – Design of the garden and the dimension of the beds. 

 

In July 2009, three University Services team members attended community 

garden class offered through Urban Harvest to learn how to design and 

implement a community garden. Most of the concepts learned came from 

guidelines recommended by Dr. Bob Randall, an expert on local gardening 

for the Houston Metro area.  Through a partnership between the University of 

Houston and Urban Harvest, we have been fortunate to have Suzy Fischer, 

landscape architect with many years of experience designing vegetable 

gardens in the Houston area, design the UH community garden. 
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Concern#2 – Funding Source 

 

We’ll be using auxiliary dollars to fund the garden which are generated from 

the returns from the university’s sustainability and recycling program. 

 

8. Cost of Project  $10,000 - $15,000 

 

 9. Source of Funding: Sustainability funding 

 

10. Proposed Start Date: Mid-April  

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________  Date:_______________________ 

Spencer Moore 

Executive Director 

Facilities Planning & Construction 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 
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