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Agenda

• OVERVIEW OF EXPORT 
CONTROL INITIATIVES

• DEEMED EXPORT
• H-1B and J-1 VISA CANDIDATE 

ASSESSMENT FORMS
• INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL FORM



OVERVIEW
 Federal and State laws set forth specific requirements for the protection of sensitive 

research and the maintenance of national security interests in a university setting.
• National Security Presidential Memorandum 33 (NSPM-33)
• Texas Senate Bill 1565

 UH has made Research Security including Export Control, Foreign Influence Prevention, 
and Cybersecurity a Compliance priority in FY2024.

We have multiple initiatives to address improvements in processes and awareness 
relating to export control, research security, and foreign influence prevention across the 
university



How Do Export Controls Apply to UH’s Business Activities?

Sponsored 
Research Visa Sponsorship

International 
Shipping & Imports Student Programs International 

Travel

Distance Education
Engagements & 

Collaboration with 
Foreign Entities

Technology 
Transfer

Procurement of 
items, equipment, 

materials, and 
software

Controlled Biologics 
(Incl. Select Agents 

& Toxins)

IT and Data 
Security

Receipt of Gifts 
from Foreign 

Entities
Work-for-Hire/ 

Recharge Services Facility Clearance Defense Services



What is a Deemed Export?
• A deemed export is the release of technology or technical data to any foreign national in the U.S., including students, post-docs, 

faculty, visiting scientists, or training fellows. 

• A deemed export is treated as an export to that person’s home country.

• The terms technology and technical data mean specific information necessary for the development, production, or use of a 
commodity, and usually takes the form of blueprints, drawings, photographs, plans, diagrams, models, formulae, tables, engineering 
specifications, and documentation. 

• It generally does not include basic marketing info on function, purpose or general descriptions of defense articles.

• Technology or technical data that is publicly available does not require a license to export. 

• Information that arises through fundamental research where the information is ordinarily published is not subject to the regulation.

• However, information or technology received through an NDA that is not considered publicly available would be subject to export 
control regulations.

• Technology is “released” for export when:
• it is available to foreign nationals for visual inspection (such as reading technical specifications, plans, blueprints, etc.);
• technology is exchanged orally; or
• technology is made available by practice or application under the guidance of persons with knowledge of the technology.



New Candidate Affiliation Due Diligence and Deemed Export Assessment

Key changes to the form:
• It is a DocuSign form.
• It adds a component for the foreign national visa candidate to 

complete.
• The questions are more targeted to assess whether the fundamental 

research exception will apply to the activities planned for the visa 
employee/visiting scholar.

• Expands the application of the form to J-1 visiting 
scholars/researchers.



New Instructions Available for Deemed Export 
Assessment
• Please check the HR webpage at https://www.uh.edu/human-

resources/employees/foreign-nationals/non-immigrant/h-1b/h-
1b-requests/ for updated instructions on H-1B and O-1 visas.

• The old form will not be accepted going forward.

• The visa initiator (normally the College/Department Business 
Administrator) will access the DocuSign Template: Visa 
Candidate Affiliation and Deemed Export Assessment

• The CBA/DBA will enter their name and email address as well as 
the name and email address for the Visa Applicant, Faculty 
Sponsor, and Department Chair.

• On the form, the CBA/DBA will select the university campus and 
submit the form which will route it to the Visa Applicant. 

• A pre-set email will provide instructions to each signer. 

• Email addresses for the Export Control Office and Office of 
General Counsel are pre-set.

https://www.uh.edu/human-resources/employees/foreign-nationals/non-immigrant/h-1b/h-1b-requests/




Visa Candidate Affiliation Due Diligence and Deemed Export Assessment Form



Yellow completed 
by DBA

Blue completed by 
visa candidate



Part II Faculty/Staff Sponsor

Purple completed by 
faculty/staff sponsor



Part II Continued



Part III and Part IV
• The Department Chair/Equivalent review 

is needed to ensure that the ECO is 
notified if there are any changes in the 
access provided to the visa applicant.

• The Office of Ethics and Compliance has a 
group export control email address so that 
we can review and complete the form as 
quickly as possible.



New International Travel Export Control and Travel Embargo Form

Key changes to the form:
• It is a DocuSign form—we are hoping to make it a PowerForm which 

will allow the traveler to access the form without a DocuSign account.
• Form will be routed to Export Control office automatically depending 

upon responses to certain fields on the form.
• Forms not requiring Export Control review will be completed upon 

signature of DBA.
• Primary Country destination is a dropdown. Additional countries to be 

visited may be entered in the optional text fields.
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