National 2006 Mid-Winter Report from your National Councilman

The Annual meeting of your National Council was held at the ROA Mid-Winter Conference in Washington in early February.

As was evident on numerous occasions throughout the Meeting, the subject of the re-construction of the Minuteman Building was at the forefront.  The demolition is well underway, on schedule and construction is about to begin.  This effort will correct many of the deficiencies (space utilization, asbestos abatement, deteriorated utilities including HVAC, fire safety, code compliance, etc) but will also provide for a attractive location for meetings of various organizations seeking an ideal location adjacent to the seat of political power in the U.S.  This space is available on a rental basis and with the improved facilities, will provide significant revenue to the ROA.  The efficiency of the in house ROA organizational activities will also be significantly improved.  The total project will cost almost $7,000,000 and be funded by gifts and donations from a wide scope of givers.  Gifts are coming from Department, Chapters, and in addition to the members individually.  Your Department of Texas has elected to delay any such gift until after the San Antonio Convention, as a variety of unknowns are associated with that monumental effort.  But, the most important group of donors will necessarily be the ROA members themselves.  Simply put, should each of our 70,000 plus members contribute $100, we’d be there!  And don’t forget, contributions of over $1000 which can be spread over a period of time make the donor eligible for the Wall of Gold in the building lobby.

The Department of Texas was well represented in the effort to “Take it to the Hill” during MidWinter.  A group knocked on Congressional doors Wednesday morning, meeting and dialoging with key Representatives.  This is really a formalization of the continuing responsibility we all have to keep in touch with our elected representatives, keeping them informed on issues of National Defense.  Take every opportunity to stay in touch locally.

A real highlight of the Meeting was a seminar with each of the Reserve Chief’s of the respective branches of service giving a brief update on their area of responsibility and taking many questions from the floor.  It was a unique opportunity to have all these (mostly) 3-stars at the head table at one time.  This is indicative of a distinct benefit to be derived from attending these National Meetings.

Membership is a continuing concern at all levels.  In spite of all the campaigns to add members to the rolls, deletions continue to outnumber new additions.  Every effort by each individual and each Chapter is critical to this effort.  If an opportunity can be created to have a group recruiting session, especially at a training location, one of three national Regional Membership Directors will be available to come and assist in your recruiting effort.  Just ask for this help.  And don’t forget the Spousal Membership opportunity at just half the regular price.

Another issue that is being developed is for ROA to either develop or participate in the creation of a national data base which would identify top level volunteers to be available for national emergencies, either natural or created by terrorists.  It would appear that due to their breadth of experience, most ROA members could contribute significantly and many would be readily available for this important work.  Your national Homeland Security Committee is working on this effort.

If you have any ideas to contribute, please feel free to contact me directly at anderegg@charter.net.  This is not to circumvent our normal resolutions efforts which are so critical to the life blood of the ROA.  Get those ideas drafted and in the hands of you resolution committee ahead of the National Convention which your Department is hosting in San Antonio July 19-22 this summer.

MAJGEN (Ret) Richard D. Anderegg


[image: image1.jpg]


