Course: Comparative Economic Systems

Spring Semester 2006

University of Houston

Professor Paul R. Gregory

Mc 229A

Office Hours: TTh  8:00-8:30 pm
TTh  1:15-2:00 pm
E-mail: pgregory@uh.edu
Note: E mail is the best way to contact me. I usually respond quickly.

Teaching Assistant

Serguei Chervachidze
Mc 207

Office hours: MW 10.30-11.30
E-mail: sergecher@yahoo.com
	Text: Paul Gregory and Robert Stuart, Comparing Economic Systems in the Twenty First Century (Houghton Mifflin)

Textbook website: http://college.hmco.com/economics/gregory/compare/7e/instructors/index.html
Web Readings: In addition to the text, there will be a series of assigned papers that can be downloaded.
 

 Grading Information: Grades will be determined by three hourly exams plus a final. The hourly exams account for 70 percent of your grade and the final 30 percent. There will be no makeup exams but there will be a comprehensive makeup scheduled on the last day of class. The lowest grade on the hourly exams will be automatically dropped. Students taking all exams are free to take the makeup exam, in which case the two lowest exam grades will be dropped. Exams will be essay questions, short answer identification, and multiple choice. The third hourly exam is scheduled for the next-to-last day of class.

Important Note: Students have the choice of taking the final or not. THE FINAL EXAM  COUNTS FOR 30 PERCENT OF YOUR GRADE. You will be informed of your grade going into the final shortly after the comprehensive makeup on the last day of class. If you are satisfied with your grade, you need not take the final. The final grade will be counted even if it lowers your grade; so students should consider both the potential benefits and risks of taking the final. 
For those who take the final: The final exam will be a take-home exam that must be submitted to me electronically by the scheduled date of the class final exam -- Thursday May 12. Only e mail submission will be accepted.  The final exam should be an essay on an integrated topic drawn from suggested readings. It requires you to weave together at least three readings. It should be no shorter than 10 pages (double spaced) and no longer than 20, It will be run through a program that automatically checks for plagiarism.

Posting of Grades: Grades will be posted on this web site according to the last 4 digits of your student ID. Students not wishing to be so identified must give an alternate ID number to me.

Classroom Etiquette: Attendance is strongly recommended.  It is the rare student who can learn material on their own and do well in a class they do not attend.  For the benefit of your fellow classmates and me, please refrain from regularly arriving late to class (the difficulty of parking and commuting are understood) or leaving early.  In addition, please do not disturb the class with pagers, phones, or conversation with your fellow students during class.   Needless to say, this is extremely distracting and rude to others and the instructor. 
 
Schedule  Note: This schedule is subject to change. Changes will be posted on the web site.
 

Tuesday, January 17: Instructions
Thursday, January 19 : Introduction and Definitions 

Chap. 1 
Tuesday, January 24: Institutions, and Systems 

Chaps.2 and 3

Reading: Edward Glaeser et al, “ The New Comparative Economics” http://post.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/shleifer/papers/nce_07_07_03WORD.pdf

Thursday, January 26: Changing Institutions and Islamic Economics

Chapter 4

Timur Kuran, "The Genesis of Islamic economics: A chapter in the politics of Muslim identity ," Social Research, 64 (Summer 1997): 301-338.

http://www-rcf.usc.edu/~kuran//abstracts/articles/ar_32A.pdf

Tuesday, January 31: Theories of Planned Socialism
Chapters 6.

Thursday, February  2: FIRST HOURLY EXAM

Tuesday,  February 7:  The Economics of Dictatorship

Ronald Wintrobe, “Dictatorship” http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/economics/faculty/Wintrobe/DICTATORSHIP_SURVEY.pdf
Mancur Olson Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development 

The American Political Science Review, Vol. 87, No. 3. (Sep., 1993), pp. 567-576.

Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199309%2987%3A3%3C567%3ADDAD%3E2.0.CO%3B2-H
Also found on JSTOR

Thursday, February 9:  The Soviet Command Model 
Chap. 11
Paul Gregory and Mark Harrison: “Planning and Policy Under Dictatorship: Research in Stalin’s Archives,” http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/faculty/harrison/archive/persa
R.W. Davies, “Making Economic Policy” posted

E.A. Rees, “Leaders and Their Institutions,”  posted
Tuesday, February 14: Stalin and Repression

Paul Gregory, “An Introduction to the Economics of the Gulag,”
http://www.hoover.org/publications/books/fulltext/gulag/1.pdf

Oleg Khlevnyuk, “The Economies of the OGPU, NKVD, and MVD of the USSR,” in Paul Gregory (ed), The Economics of Forced Labor, 

http://www.hoover.org/publications/books/fulltext/gulag/43.pdf

Thursday, February 16: The Anglo-Saxon Model

Chapter 8

Tuesday, February 21: The European Model

Chapter 9
Book Review: Millward, Robert. Private and Public Enterprises in Europe posted

Siebert, Horst. "Labor Market Rigidities: At the Root of Unemployment in Europe" posted
Latin American Model
http://www.iadb.org/res/ipes/2005/index.cfm
Read introduction only
Thursday,  February 23: The Asian Model

Chapter 10
Dallas Federal Reserve Bank, Miracle to Malaise: What’s Next for Japan

http://www.dallasfed.org/research/eclett/2006/el0601.html
Also posted on the course website

Tuesday,  February 28: China and Market Socialism

Chapters 7 and  12
http://www.economics.utoronto.ca/brandt/Perkins_Rawski_101204.pdf
Thursday, March 2:  China  continued

World Bank, China’s Pattern of Growth, http://www.worldbank.org.cn/english/content/WBOB_Research_Oct2005.pdf
Tuesday, March 7:  SECOND HOURLY EXAM

Thursday, March 9: NO CLASS

Tuesday March 13  and Thursday March 16: SPRING BREAK

Tuesday,March 21: 
http://web.hhs.se/site/Publications/workingpapers/workingpapers.htm
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=613401

Thursday, March 23: Asian model continued
Tuesday, March 28: Introduction to Transition
Chap. 14
Thursday, March 30:  Measurement and Approaches

Chapters 15 & 16

Tuesday, April 4: Privatization and Creating Markets
Chapter 17

Thursday, April 6: Macroeconomics and Washington Consensus

Chapter 18

Stiglitz, Joseph 1999a. Whither Reform?  1999 Conference, Washington DC: World Bank. http://econc10.bu.edu/economic_systems/Theory/Transition/joseph_stiglitz.htm
M. Dabrowski et al, “Whence Reform: A Critique of the Stiglitz Perspective,” http://www.worldbank.org/research/inequality/pdf/rostowski.pdf
Tuesday, April 11: Transition and Trade

Chapter 19
Thursday, April 13: Transition and Safety Net
Chap. 20
Tuesday April 18: Prospects and Problems

Chap. 22
Thursday, April 20: Reading period: No class 
Tuesday, April 25: THIRD HOURLY EXAM

Thursday, April 27: COMPREHENSIVE MAKEUP (LAST DAY OF CLASS)
Final exam: Papers due by electronic submission by Tuesday May 9.


 

JSTOR access guide
 

Step 1. go to http://ezproxy.lib.uh.edu/login?url=http://www.jstor.org
Step 2. In the window appeared, type you second name and library barcode (on the back of your student Cougar card). Follow instruction concerning the barcode in the page or ask librarian assistant for it.

Step3. Browse Journal, then select economics, then select journal of your interest. 
