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Abstract This paper examines the role that gender, occupational status, and

family status play in moderating the effect of industrial activity on the psychological

well-being of nearby residents. Using a unique spatial assessment of industrial

activity and an environmental risk/social stressor framework in conjunction with

individual-level data from the Detroit Area Study (DAS) and demographic data

from the U.S. census, we find that residents of neighborhoods in close proximity to

industrial activity report elevated levels of psychological distress compared to

residents of neighborhoods removed from this type of activity. These influences are

more pronounced among women but gender differences are also contingent upon

occupational and family statuses. We show that specific combinations of work and

family statuses make persons particularly vulnerable to the influence of this
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