Classics 33545: Myth and Performance in Greek Tragedy

University of Houston, Fall 2007

Professor: Cascy Dué Hackncy (c—mail: Cascy.Duc@mail.uh.cdu). Office hours: Tucsdays llam—IPm or
by aPPointmcnt, Agnes Arnold Hall room 454. MCL DcPt. Phonc number: 713) 743-3007.

Course WebCT Page: This course is bcing taught as a hybrid (this conccPt will be discussed further on
the first day of class), and imPortant comPoncnts of the course are delivered through WebCT. You
should log in to the WebCT site rcgularlg to Participatc in on-line discussions, watch film clips, and check
for email and announcements. To get full credit, every week you must Post at least once to that week's

on-line discussion.

Prcrcquisitcs: There are no Prcrcquisitcs for this course. If you have never taken a Classics course,
however, or if you have never read any Greek literature before, you will need to put in extra effort in
order to succeed in this class. It will be essential for you to devote a signiﬁcant amount of time to rcading
(and rcrcadingl). This course is best suited to those with some cxPcrichC in Classics or rcading Classical

literature.

chuircd Rcading:
Oresteia (Oxford World’s Classics) l:y Aeschg!us (Author) R Christopher Collard (Translator)
* Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; ISBN-10: 0192852816; ISBN-13: 9780192852818

Seven Against Thebes (Greek Tragedg in New Translations) l:y Aeschg!us (Author), Helen H. Bacon and
Anthong Hecht (Translators)
* Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; ISBN-10: 0195070070; ISBN-13: 978-0195070071

Persians (Greek Tragedg in New Translations) I:y Aeschg!us (Author) ,Janet Lembke and C. U. Herington
(Translators)
* Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; ISBN-10: 0195070089; ISBN-13: 978-0195070088

The OcdiPus Cgclc: OcdiPus Rex, OcdiPus at Colonus, Antigone l:y Sophocles (Author), Dudleg
Fitts and Robert I:ftzgera!d (Translators)
* Publisher: Harvest Books; ISBN-10: 015602764X; ISBN-1%: 978-0156027649

The GosPcl at Colonus 135 Lee Breuer (Author)
* Publisher: Theatre Communications Group; ISBN-10: 0930452941; ISBN-13: 978-0930452940

The Trojan Women and Other Plags (Oxford World's Classics) bﬂ Euripides (Author), James Morwood

(Translator)



* Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; ISBN-10: 019285987X; ISBN-13: 978-0192859879

Bacchae and Other Plags: lPhigcnia among the Taurians; Bacchac; lPhigcnia at Aulis; Rhesus
(Oxford World’s Classics) l:y EuriPides (Author), James Morwood (Translator)
* Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; ISBN-10: 019283875X; ISBN-15: 978-0192858759

ComPoncnts of Course Grade: ParticiPation in Class Discussion 10%; chkly ParticiPation in Web

Discussion 15%; In class exam 25%; Take home exam 25%; Final Exam 25%

*Attendance Policy: Because of the nature of this course, which meets onlg once a week and chcnds
heavily on class discussion, attendance is absolutclg rcquired. One unexcused absence will result in the

loss of a letter gradc. I reserve the right to droP you from the course after 2 absences.*

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READINGS

Week 1

Introduction to Greek Tragcdg (Democratic; Rcligious; Performed) ; historical overview

Week 2
Greek Tragcdg and Dcmocracg I: The E)cginnings of Greek Dcmocracg and the Possession of Poetrg
Read: Aeschglus, Oresteia

Week 3
The Performance of Greek Tragcdg: Aeschglus’ Seven Against Thebes

Read: Aeschglus, Seven Against Thebes and reviews of recent Productions

Week 4
Tragcdg and RcPrcscntation: Aeschglus’ Persians
Read: Aeschglus, Persians; watch: 300

Week 5

Exam |

Week é
Greek Tragcdg and Dcmocracg Il: Pericles and the bcginning of the PcloPonncsian War
Read SoPhoclcs, Ant{gonc and OCG,IPUS Tyr‘annos [aka OCG,IPUS Rex]

Week 7
Ant{gonc and OT Performed

Watch: Films to be announced



Week 8
SoPhoclcs’ Oca’ipus at Colonus
Read: SoPhoclcs, OCG,IPUS at Colonus

Week 9
The Gospc/ at Colonus (PBS Great Pcmcormanccs)
Read and watch The Gospc/ at Colonus

Week 10

*Take home exam due*

Greek Tragcdy and Dcmocracy 1: The "Radical” Dcmocracy at the hcight of PcloPonncsian War
Read: Euripidcs, Iphgcnia at Aulis

Week 11
Michael Cacoyannis’ Iphgcnia
Watch: Iphgcnia

Week 12
The Politics of Performi ng Greek Tragcdy: Hecuba and the Tr‘cjan Women
Read: Euripidcs, Hecuba and Tr‘cjan Women; reviews of recent Pcncormanccs; (oPtional) view

Cacoyannis’ Tr‘cjan Women

Week 1%
The Emotions of Greek Tragcdy: Hecubaand the Tr‘cjan Women
Read: Nicole Loraux, The Mourning Voice (Introduction) and Casey Due, The Captivc Woman’s Lament in

Greek Tr‘agca’y (Conclusion)

Week 14
Dionysus and the Rcligious E)ackground of Greek Tragcdy
Read: Euripidcs, Bacchae

Final Exam



