Syllabus for Religious Studies 3396, MW, 2:30-4:00 P.M.

Spring 2003

Instructor::  Dr. Bill Lanning

Office Location and Phone:  A.D. Bruce Religion Building, #206A




          832 243 9446




          blanning@houston.rr.com
                              Website:  http://www.uh.edu/~blanning

Course Description:  Religious Studies3396:  


The Best Guide to Eastern Philosophy & Religion by Diana Morgan


The Bhagavad Gita trans. By Eknath Easwaran


Buddhist Scriptures trans. By Edward Conze


Tao Te Ching trans. By Stephen Mitchell


The Analects of Confucius trans. By Simon Leys

Course Goals:

At the conclusion of the course, the student should be able to understand:


The history and religions of Asia, especially India, China, & Japan


Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Taoism. Confucianism, Sikhism, and



Shintoism

Classroom Policies and Conduct:

Readings:  Each student should secure a copy of the textbook and be responsible for all reading assignments when assigned.  *See attached sheet

Class Attendance:  The student is expected to attend class unless there are special circumstances.  Class attendance is important to the student because of the interactive process that occurs in the classroom situation.  If an absence is necessary, the student will be responsible for any material covered on that day.  The final grade will be determined partially by the number of absences a student may have and by class participation.

Examinations:  Three examinations are scheduled.  Students are expected to take the examinations on the date scheduled.  Only on rare occasions and with the consent of the instructor will a student be allowed to “make-up” an exam.  The examinations will be largely essay in nature.

Research Project:

Each student shall fulfill one of the following research projects:

1. The student may prepare a five to seven page research paper on a subject of his/her choice.  The paper will be written in a formal manner, with at least five sources.  MLA internal citations and a bibliography will be required for the paper.

2. The student may participate in the University and the United Campus Ministries Praxis program.  This program will be discussed fully on a future date by the director the program.

3. The student may develop a special project which will relate to one of the three unites taught this semester.  The student may follow the student’s major or other special interests

Group Project:

Each student will be placed in a group that will give a 20-minute presentation on a subject chosen in consultation with the instructor.  This subject will relate to one of the three units taught during the semester.  Each student in the group is expected to participate.  Presentation will coincide with the respective unit.  A group leader will be chosen by the group.

Disclaimer:  The dynamics of a course may necessitate the contents of the syllabus to change.  Thus, the syllabus is subject to change with the approval of the instructor.  Students will be consulted if a change is felt to be justified.

Grades:


Grades for the course will be as follows;



Three examinations




300



Term project





100



Group project





100



Class participation




  50








Total

550


A  =  
B   =  500-552


C   =  437-499


D   =  375-436


 F  =  below 374

Schedule for Religious Studies 3396 MW, 2:30-4:00 P.M.

The following schedule is tentative and will be change if necessitated.  However, unless changed by the instructor, the following schedule will be used by the student to prepare for each class meeting.

Unit One

Introduction to the Course



Introduction to the Study of “Comparative” Religions




The Science of Comparative Religions




Theories of the Origin of Religion




Definitions of Religion





Morgan:  pp. ix-xii

Religions From the Far East

The Chinese Way—Sao Chiao

Introduction to the study of Religion in the Far East

Early Characteristics of Chinese Religion

Morgan:  pps. 179-187

The Ju Chiao—Confucianism

Confucius (Kung Fu-Tsu)

Historical Development of Confucianism

Neo-Confuciansim

Morgan:  pps.189-220

The Analects of Confucius

Tao Chiaoo—Taoism

Lao-Tse

Chuang-Tzu

Tao Te Ching

Morgan:  pps. 221-253

Fo Chiao—Chinese Buddhism

The Way of the Kami—Japanese Religion

Historical Understandings of Shintoism

Japanese Mythology

Shintoism after 1945

Japan’s New Religious Movements

Morgan:  pps.317-330

Religions from the Indian Sub-Continent

The Development of Brahmanism—Religion of the Vedas

Indian Religion as Sanatana Dharma

The Development of Hinduisj

Popular Hinduism

The Philosophic Development of Hinduism

Contemporary Hinduism

Student Projects

Morgan:  pps.13-95

Morgan:  pps.277-291

The Bhagavad Gita

A Reform of Brahmanism:  Buddhism
The Life and Thought of Gautama

Development of Buddhist Philosophy

Mahayana and Hinayana Buddhism

Tantric & Tibetan Buddhism

Contemporary Buddhist Thought

Zen Buddhism

Morgan:  pps.  97-176

Buddhist Scriptures

A Reform of Brahmanism:  Jainism

Mahavira and the Way of Asceticism

pp. 261-275

A Later Synthesis of Hinduism and Islam:  Sikhism

Nanak and God’s True Name

Morgan:  pps. 305-316

